
Protection of Submarine Cables 	 1884 

Excellency the President of the Republic of Costa Rica, His Majesty the King 
of Denmark. His Excellency the President of the Dominican Republic, His 
Majesty the King of Spain

' 
 His Excellency,  the President of the United States 

of America, His Excellency the President of the United States of Colombia, His 
Excellency the President of the French Republic, His Excellency the President 
of the Republic of Guatemala, His Majesty the King of the Hellenes, His 
Majesty the King of Italy, His Majesty the Emperor of the Ottomans, His 
Majesty the King of the Netherlands, Grand Duke of Luxemburg, His Majesty 
the Shah of Persia, His Majesty the King of Portugal and the Algarves, His 
Majesty the King of Roumania, His Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, 
Ris  Excellency the President of the Republic of Salvador, His Majesty the 
King of Servia, His Majesty the King of Sweden and of Norway, and His 
Excellency the President of the Oriental Republic of the Uruguay, desiring to 
ensure the maintenance of telegraphic communications by means of submarine 
cables have decided to conclude a convention for this plu-pose and have named 
for their plenipotentiaries, viz., 

[Here follow the names of the plenipotentiaries.] 

who after having exchanged their full powers which were found to be in good 
and due form have agreed on the following Articles:— 

ARTICLE I. 

The present Convention applies outside territorial waters to all legally 
established submarine cables landed on the territories, colonies Or possessions 
of one or more of the high contracting parties. 

ARTICLE II. 

It is a punishable offence to break or injure a submarine cable, wilfully 
or by culpable negligence, in such manner as might interrupt or obstruct tele-
graphic communication, either wholly or partially, such punishment being with-
out prejudice to any civil action for damages. 

This provision does not apply to cases where those who break or injure 
a cable do so with the lawful object of saving their lives or their ship, after they 
have taken every necessary precaution to avoid so breaking or injuring the 
cable. 

ARTICLE III. 

The high contracting parties undertake that, on granting a concession for 
landing a submarine cable, they will insist, so far as possible, upon proper 
measures of safety being taken, both as regards the track of the cable and its 
dimensions. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The owner of a cable who, on laying or repairing his own cable, breaks or 
injures another cable, must bear the cost of repairing the breakage or injury, 
without prejudice to the application, if need be, of Article II of the present 
Convention. 

ARTICLE V. 

Vessels engaged in laying or repairing submarine cables shall conform to 
the regulations as to signals which have been, or may be, adopted by mutual 
agreement among the high contracting parties, with the view of preventing 
collisions at sea. 
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