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MONTREAL'S ISOLATION.
By Harry Bragg

Last nionth the City of Monitreal suffered fromi an ac-

cident that would have been calamniteus had it beenl More

severe, as miighit easiiy been the case if nature had flot

aided the e-fforts o! the ire figbters.

On Saturday nighit, August 21st, a ire started, in the

lwooden flooriug of the great Victoria Bridge, which was

only miasterdd by the comibined efforts of the fire brigades

from both sides of the rlver--and a copions rain.

As it was, about haif a mile of the roadway was coin-

pletely de-troyed, -Miile the adjacent tracks for trais and

electric cars, as well as a feetway, were damaged.

Tho inmedlate resuit was tha&t hundreds ef inotor cars

carrying touristq and business men fromu the United State,

and. Montrealcrs returnlug from week-end outinga were

held up, and liad te seekç a passage te the city by the fer'-

ry b>oat at Longueul,> sorne three ,mi1es away. And as the

ferry is not built for carrylng sucli numbers of vehicles

(IL eau only take from 30 te 50 cars at once), and as each

trip, includilng ieadlng, uuloadiug and the stearn across,

teok about ene hour, the waitlng cars were parked lu lines

extending nearly two miles froin the ferry, and it took as

xnuch as ten heours to get across.

Many o! the tourists left their cars, either with the
chaffeurs, or par<e4 lu a yard, while they get across by
the eleetric cars. Others siept lu their cars, and foraged
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giveni by the Goverument was specificaliy granted for two
roadways. And .this 1single roadway is far toe small for
the tremneudously incereased traffic that crowds it regulariy,
whiie its width occasîonally causes a block lu the traf-
fic.

lu short, even the niew Victoria Bridge le almiost eut of
date, and le ioaded up te capacity, both ou the rails, aud
the roadway.

Its impertance 18 proved by the careful way lu whlch
It was guarded during the war, ail traff le at night beiug
rigourousiy forbidden.

Wheni the original bridge (which carried onlIy a sin-
gle track) was enlarged, iV was made Vo carry two rail
tracks, and two roadways, the Geverment glviug hait a
million dollars for the roadways. Later, enly eue was
left for vehieles, incIuding farmers' rigs, and the greatiy
increased, and stillinlcreasing, nuiber of metor cars. Thus
traffie bias increased. euormeusiy, and in ordinary tîmes,
a queue ef motors ean be seen waitlng until their fates
are taken, or their tickets puucbed. IL le stated that a
few wee1ks ago, uo less than four Vhousuud cars <crosed
the bridge ou oue Suuday.

Se simali was the traffie of vehiles at the Lime o! the
Victoria Bridge eniargement that the Federal Gevernmeut.
et the day re!nsed Vo grant the Canadian Pacifie Railway
any meuey te equlp their Bridge at Lachine wlth roadways,
as tbey d14 te the other.

Se that today, there ls nlo bridge for vehicies between
Quebec, 180 miles beiew, and Niagara, some 400 mnies
above, except this Victoria Bridge.

Aud iV sbqi.ii l>e renemebred tJiat this la not a Mou-
treal question but a Provincial and a Dominion eue. For
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