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CHARTER AMENDMENTS OP CIITY 0F
EDMWONTON.

H. E. EVANS, Mayor.

We biave been fortunate in securîng from- Mayor Evans
of Edmonton (Alta.), the following memorandum bearing
on th; recent amendments to the Charter of the City' of
Edmonton. . . At the present moment "when matters
affecting municipal finance and legislation have a n es-
pecial importance because of readjustments rendered neces-
sary to meet changed conditions," Mayor Evan's article
is particularly welcome to our readers, most of whom
have their own local problems to solve.

"In addition to the more fundamental question of broati-
ening the basis of taxation, and leaving out a number
of rninor matters, the amendments to the City' Charter of
Edmonton, secured at the recent session of the Aib)erta,
Legislature were designied to accompliali the foilowing:-

1. Assessment and levyý of taxes earlier in the year. Uni-
der the new clauses the assesarnent rolla wlll be macle Up
before October 31st, bringing the final appeal on the as-
sessments before the new Council about January 2Oth o!
the ensuing year. The tax rate can then be struck andi the
taxes cau be collecteti by instalinents. In order not to
make the change too drastic the tax notices for 1919
will flot likeiy be sent out before June, but there is no
reason after that why they should nlot be out ini April
or May, Besides givlng a much longer perioti for tax col-
lection and making it easier for people to pay by mastai-
ments, this wiil effect a great saving in bank interest.
Urnder the aid arrangements it bas been necessary to bor-
row the *hole of the current requirements until October
or November when current taxes corne in. In malting tiiis
change, the city bas oniy adopted the procedure in most
other places andi the only woncier la tbat it was flot clone
long ago.

2. The previous provisions for penalties on arrears of
taxes were ver>' faulty. The Council hati po'wer to im-
pose penalties up to 5 per cent on the first of Januar>' andi
the firat of july of the year following andi then the pow-
ers ceased. In 1915 no penalties at ail were imposed. The
resuit was that there was no inducement for anyone to
pay the taxes of that Particular year, and this lack of a
continuing penalty bas undoubtedly been reaponsible for
a considerable amount o! the arrears. tlpder the new pro-
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