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The Royal Society of Canada.®

WE ave glad to learn that the annual meeting of the
Royal Society, held recently in Ottawa, was one of
the most successful in the annals of the Society. This is
a matter of sincere congratulition. It would be a national
misfortune if that great Society which has already done so
much valuable work for the country should fall into neglect.
Yet there is some fear of this happening ; and there is one
fellow of the Society to whom we ave all indebted—perhaps
more than any of us are aware—for whatever of vigorous
life it possesses ; we refer, of course, to Dr. Bourinot. We
sincerely congratulate him on.the success of its latest meet-
ing, distinguished, as we are informed, by the presence of an
unusual number of members, by the excellence and interest
of the papers read, by a popular and very successful meeting
for the recitation of Canadian poems, mostly by their authors,
and for attendant circumstances which added to the eclat of
the meetings, among which a prominent place must be assigned
to the entertainment of the Society and its friends by their
Excellencies the Earl and (‘ountess of Aberdeen.

The volume now before us is the twelfth, completing, we
might say, the first series of the publications of the Society ;
since it has heen resolved in future to put forth the reports in
a large octavo form, instead of the quarto shape hitherto
adopted. In this change the Society is not merely following
in the wake of some of the great English Societies, but is
making an alteration for the better. The volumes already
published are undoubtedly handsome and imposing, but they
are rather heavy and unwieldy and the form now proposed
will be much more convenient.

The contents of the volume are of great variety and of
permanent value. Iirst, we have the “Proceedings” for
1894, by which is meant an account of what actually took
place at the annual meeting, the names of the members
present, the address to His Iixcellency the Governor-General
and His Excellency’s reply ; the report of the Council, a
document, of very great interest, containing, among other
matters of interest, a tribute to the memory of Parkman,
the historian of Canada, and a section on the “ Work of the
Royal Society.” Next come a series of reports from the
various literary, scientific, and historical societies of Canada.
‘We ohserve with interest that, in answer to the question of
the Society in regard to the hours of the day being numbered
from one to twenty-four, the astronomers of eighteen countries
were in favour of the change, whilst only four were opposed
to it. ’

After lists of officers and members and of the previous
presidents of the society, there is a new feature of some inter-
est, for which again we are indebted to Dr. Bourinot, a Bib-
liography of the members of the Royal Society. The list of
the publications does not seem to proceed upon a quite uni-
form principle, since in some cases only volumes seem to be
enumerated, in other cases magazine articles, and even less
important publications than these. This is not the fault of
the editor, and we only note the circumstance for the pur-
pose of gaining a greater amount of uniformity in the future,

Passing from the Proceedings to the “ Transactions”—
that is to say, to the account of the papers read and ad-
dresses delivered at the meetings, we remark that, as
our readers are probably aware, there are four sections of the
Society. (1) French Literature, History, and allied subjects.
(2) English Literature, etc. (3) Mathematical, Physical,
and Chemical Sciences. (4) Geological and Biological

Sciences.

* Proceedings and Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada,
for the year 1894. Vol. XII. Ottawa : John Durie & Son. 1893,
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It is not «uite easy to select papers for comment wheré
there is so much that is excellent. But we might mention
as being of special interest, in the French section, the article
of M. Royal on * Le Socialisme aux Etats-Unis et en C"‘“}‘)
ada,” and that by M. Le Moine, on *“Le Comte d’Elgin-
In the English department we have a valuable monograph
on Sable Island, by Dr. George Patterson, the Voyage of the
Cabots in 1497 and 1498, by Dr. 8. E. Dawson, and Car-
tier’s Course, illustrated, by Bishop Howley. In view of
the proposed commemoration, in 1897, of Cabot’s discoveries,
these papers are of great interest. Tn the Mathematical anc
Physical sections we have work so scientific as ‘¢ Notes on
Errors in Meridian Transit Observations,” by Mr. C. H. Me-
Leod, and so practical, as “Observations on the Quality of
the Air at Ottawa,” by Messrs. Shutt and MeGill.

In the Biological section we have papers on the F
of Canada, on Sponges from the Western coast of NO"'t’h
America, on the progress of experiments in cross-fertilizing

orests

at the experimental farms, ete. .

It is out of our power to do more than draw attention
to the very important and valuable contents of this ﬁne' vol-
ume. Canada has reason to be proud of her Royal Socxeb?’,
and of the good work it is doing. These volumes will remaln
as an evidence of the intellectual vitality of her sons, and as
a storehouse from which future historians and men of scienc®
will draw with confidence.
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Our Schools.

fFHE ground upon which the advocates of the entiré S‘f“‘l"
- larization of our schools stand is, that it is imposs €
to have any religious exercises therein without injustice #0%
sectarianism.  We say that our Ontario schools ave Iloll’f‘e“’g
tarian, that they are simply Christian. But this, in the ‘Lf’l
analysis, is sectarian. Ontario is a Christian land only ,"'
the sense that the majority of the people are, really or n()mY”I‘_ )
ally, Christian.  The non-Christinn minority, mul'eOV.e.q’
is quite large, comprising Jews, secularists, ih‘-f_nostm:é
and others. Besides those who, by their own confession, M)S
not Christians, there are also multitudes who call chemsel‘”/q
by that name, but are not recognized as such by the clll}"'c’}f:
in general. There are, c.g., the Unitarians. But 2 C ”‘]'
tian here has no political or other rights over a Moh};}mn
medan, a Buddhist, or a Confucian. The letters * F-'D' 0
the coins mean that the Queen is the defender of their
just as much as the defender of the Christian faith. ate
There are, no doubt, arguments in support of a Sta
Church in certain countries. But we, in English—speﬂt‘ﬁ’ilg
Canada, are always boasting that we have gone beyOn(iVl er;
that we have no alliance between Church and State. ]ill
we come to analyse this boast, however, there i3 .nob.hlng e
it. We find that we have a state religion, Christmn}ty’ &h
that we recognize it in our schools. This is unff“" to the
many persons who, either by their own confession or
judgment of the dominant churches, are non-Christian-
is unjust that they should be forced to support a celiglo we
which they do not believe. It is contrary to the ﬂewrch.
profess to hold of a complete severance of State and Chl‘lmnt
But further : our schools are Protestant, and I‘Jrot‘e‘b -
of an orthodox type. The version of the Eible which 18 T
is the Protestant version. It is not the Douay or any ©

n 10

. P s . ised-
Bible : it is the King James version or else the Rev:)mib
The prayers recited are Protestant prayers ; the};gsm.y,

many things which a Roman Catholic considers nec ons
and they contain references to belief in which many ‘peri.&te
do not share. Tt is true that Roman Catholies have S€P% are
Schools, when they are sufficiently numerous. But the}’mw
not always sufficiently numerous, and they have no Sepﬁools

high schools. Agnostics and others have no separate sccused
of any kind. It is true, further, that pupils may be ex does
from attendance upon religious exercises. But all this r0-

not change the fact that our sthools are Protestant, a7 ho do

- testant of an orthodox type. This is unfair to those “;,rlght’

not share such views ; and these persons have a perfec ab it
to complain that they are called upon to support




