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THE CLOSE 0F SUMMER.

SUINMEIî'S gone, and the flowers are dead;
Birds are vanislied, anti songs have fled;

But bld in the seeds the fiowers' souls lie,
Ami the birds stili sing, iii the southern sky

Life's direar Autumn inay hold us fast,
Youth and pleasure and hope be past-

XVeep flot !Death, that spares birds and fiowers,
Cannot chili aught of these souls of ours,

JAMEýiS BucKriAm.

l-'ROMINENT CNDAS II

TiiE 11Ev. GEORGE M. GRANT, D. D., Principal of Queen's Uni versit y.

IN an age too prone to rank mere niaterial gorid above the bigher well-being
of mani, it is weli for Canada that shie can claii iii Principal Grant a repre-
sentative (Janadian-represerîtative at least of lier higlier, purer, and more
generous life. The Principal of Queen's University is emphatically wbat
the late editor of the Ceïifitry magazine once styled hlm-"' a strong man,
havirig that union of diverse qualities Chat crinstitutes strength. He
cornes of the fine old Celtic stock which, whien its intensity and enthusiasm
are blended with an infusion of An,,lo-Saxoni breadth, energy, and common
sense, lias produced not a fow of the leaders of [nen. Fie is a native of
the cnîînty of Pictou, Nova ýScotia, soinewhat reinarkahle for the number
of erninent men it lias already produced. Ris patriotic and passionato
love for his country iu ail lier inagnificent proportions is one of his leading
traits, andi ias muiieli the sainle influence on bis mind wbich the love of
Scotland lîad on that of Boriis, wlîen, in his generous youth, lie desired,
for lier dear sake, tri " singy a sangr at least," if be couid do no more.

Principal Grant's early days were passed lu a quiet country home,
amid the influences of Nature, to which ho is stronglv -;susceptible. He
was led by circu mstances, and doubtless by that IIdivinity that shapes our
ends," to study for the nmistry, and won honourable dlistinction lu bis
preliminary course at tbe Seminary. Ris stridies were pursued cbiefly at
Glasgow University, where lie camne under the strong personai influence
and inspiration of the high-souleîl1 anid large-hearted Normnan McLeod, whom
ln some of his clîaracteristics be strangely res4eiribles. Whiie a strident
in Glasgow hie becanie a labourer lu the mlission work carried on amnid tlîe
dograded inhabitants of its closes anti wynds, gaiuirg tbere an insighit into
life and charaeter whicbi lias ls-eî inost valuabie tri Lini in fitting hini for
his later work anmong men. Ile did not reimain long lu Scotland, bowever,
for though the beauty and culture of thet land of his fathers hiad mariy
attractions for hiîn, ho felt Chîat to Canadi bis beart anîd bis duty called
hlm. He rainistorod for a timne to the quiet country charge of Georgetown,
iii Prince Edward Island, fromn which lie was soon callcd to the pastorate
of St. Mattbiew's Churcb, Halifax, rime of the oidest corigregations jn the
Dominion. lis gifts as a pulpit orator were soon recognisod. Tbe force,
directniess, anti reality of bis preacbirig stronlgly attracted to hinm tboughtfui.
yourig men, who founci in hlmr one wbo could uridorstand thoir riwn diffi-
culties, anti who ne ver gave thein a Il stone " for the Ilbread " tbey craved.
I-lis charge grew anti prospered, and a new church was built during bis
pastorate. Ris muristerial relations were s0 happy that it was a real pain
when a voice that ho could not resist calied lîjîni to atiother sphere.

Wben bis friend and parishioner, Mr. Sandford Fleming, was about to
start on a surveyiug expedition for the proposed Canadian -Pacific Raiiway
he accompanied the party for a rnnch-needed holiday. The novel experi-
ences of the long canoe jcurney, through what was then a "'great le
land" with unknown capabilities, strongly impressed his own imagination,
antI were communicated to thousands of readers tbrougb the liastily-written
but graphic pages 6f Frorîb Ocean tri Ocean. This glimupse of the extent
and grandeur of the national lieritage of Canadianis-the fit home of a
great peopie-made hlmi still more emplbatically a Canadian, and gave hlm,
a stili stronger impulse and more earnest aimn tri use ail the powers he
possessed to, aid lu mouidincg the sti Il plastic life of a young, nation born to,
such privileges and responsibilities.

The pripularîty attained by the publication of From Ocean to Ocean
called attention to Principal Grant as a writer, and tbough his tinie and
strength have been tori much taxed lu other fields to leave bim leisure for
much literary labour, his vivid and forceful style lias made hlm a welcome
contributor tri Canadian and American periodical literature, as well as to
Good Word8 and the Conte rnporary Review. Several articles of bis in the
Century magazine'have given American readers some idea of the extent
and grandeur of the Canadian Pacific. Ris happy associations with the
inception of this enterprise, and repeated visits during its progress, have
given hlm an aluiost romnantic iîîterest lu an achievement wortby of the
"gbrave days of old." If in the judginent of some be seems to exaggerate
its utility, and to lose siglit of serlous drawbacks and evils wbich have
become connectcd with an enterprise trio heavy for the present resources of
the country, the explanation is to be found lu the fascination whi2h, tri bis
patriotic heart, invests a work that connecta the extremities of our vast
Canadian territory and bielps to unite its far-scatterod peoiple.

It need bardly be said that Principal Grant beartily rejoiced river the
Confederation of the Canadian Provinces, or that lie bas aiways heen a
warmn supporter of its iutegrity, and a'staunich opponent of every suggestion
of dismemberment. Hie thinks it not ail a dream that this youug, sturdy
" 4Canada of ours" sliould indeed become tho yriungest Anglo.Sacon nation,

working out for lierself an individual character anti destiny of lier owvr on
the last of the continents where sucb an. experiment 15 practiethle. [t le
bis hope Chat such a nation might grow uip side by side with the neigli-
bouring- Repuiblic and lu the ciosost fraternal relations with it, free tri
mould its life into the forai most taseful antI natural ant tharefore most
enduring, but yet remaining a member of the great British cîîoîelh
bound to it by firm though elastic bonds of palitical uîtity, as well as by
untv of tradition, thoulght, and literature. This hope anid belief makes
hlm a warin supporter of Imperial Federation--a scbemne which lie thinks
full of promise, botb for Great Britain herself and for lier scattered
colonies, as well as for the world at large, in which sncb a federation
mnight be a potent influence, leading possibly tri a still greater Anglo-Saxon
federation. To such a consummation bis wide anti cathrilic sympathies
would give a bearty God-speed. But lie believes intensely Chmat, lu order
to secure a noble destiny, there miust bc, a noble and healtby p )litical life,
and that for this there must be a liigh and bealthy trime of public opinion,
a pure and lofty patriotism. And this ho earnestiy seeks tri pronîrte se
far as in hin lies.

The fullowing stirring words recently published it the Mail are a
good illustration of the spirit lu whici lie seeks tri arrinse Canîc(lians to
their resporisibilities :"Duty demands that we shall bo truc tri riur bistory.
Duty also demands that we shahl be truc tri our home. Ail of os miust
be Canada-first men. 0, for sometbing of the spirit that bas antmated
the sons of Scotland for centuries, and that breathes lu tie fervent prayer,
' God save Jreland,' uttered by the poorest peasant and the* servant girl
far away from. green Erin ! ibink what a home we ba:ve,. E'very pro-
vince is fair tri see. Its sons and daugbters are prouti cf tlie di-ar natal
soit. Why thon should nut aIl taken together inspire loyalty lu soubs least
capable of patriotic emotion !I have sat on blocks cf criaI lui the Pictou
mines, wandered tbrougli glens of Capo Breton and around Cjapo North,
and driven for a bundred miles under apple blossoins la the Cornwallis and
Annapolis valleys. I have seen the glory of onur Westernî inouratains, and
touled tbrough passes where the great cedars and Douglas ieoft,
Paci * ic sîipe bld sun and sky at îîoonday, ani 1 sa Chtines the u
tbousand miles that extend between, there lse verytlîing that mnan cali
desire, anti the promise of a mighty future. If wvo cannot niake a country
out of such materials it is because we are not truc tri ourselves; and if
we are not be sure our sins will find us out."

Ali narrow partisansbip lie bates, and every kind of wire-pulliîîg and
corruption hoe most emphatically denouinces, whetlîor the purchase bo that
of a vote, a constituency, or a province. The ovils inflicted on tîe country
by thie virulence cf btind party spirit ho bias againand agaimi exposel, with
a frankness that finds no favour fromn the thorouglh going partisans cf elthmer
aide. Duringy the last election bis voice and per i rged on aIl wfîri lie could
readli the liorest discbarge of the most sacred trust o? citizensbip, the
pararnoutit duty cf uîaiittaîing political purity-cf oppcsing, as ait imîsoît
tri manbood itself, every approach tri brihery, direct or indirect, Nor were
bis cloquent appeais tri conscience quite la vain. Some elpctions at beas t

wero lu some degree the purer because, leaving the beaten track tri whiçb
some preachers toc often confine themselves, hoe followed tme exanîple Of
the old Hebrew prophet8 in denoumîciîîg the moral evils that threaten to
sap the public conscience, and seeking at a public crisis, tri uphold the

righteousness that exaltetît a nation."
In 1877 Principal Grant was calleri froru bis pastorate at Hlalifax, tri

take the responsible office of Principal o? Queeu's University, Kinîgston.'
Lt was no sinecurn' that was offered llim, and considerations of persottal
happiness anti comfort wrinld bave led bini te decline the caîl. But the
University had urgent need of just sucb a mnan te preside river its interestge
and ho couid not refuse wliat lie felt a caîl o? duty. The institution WP.5
passing througli a financial criais, and it was imperatively uecossary that it
should be atouce placed on a secure basis, with a more satisfactory equipinent.
Principal Grant threw himseif into bis new work witlî clîaracteristic ener" Y,
and bis great ta lent for organisation anti compréenrsive plans, soon made
itself foît. Lt is mainiy dite tri bis counsels and efforts that the University bias
been able tri lengthen ber corda and strengtlien. ber stakes, as iii the last ter'
years she lias doue. BHis eloquence stirred up the city o? Klingstoni tri pro*
vide a beautiful and commodious building tri replace ber former c11ramped anid
inconvenient habitation. But the gif te that lie secuî-ed for lier treasurY
were of less account than the stimulus imparted tri the crillege life by b's
overflowiug vitality and enthusiasm-a stimulus feît alike by profeSsrsa
and students. The attendance of the latter largely iricreased, and the
high aims and ideals of the Head of the University couid nîrt fail tr i Ia'e
their influence on ahl its grades, down tri the yriungest freshinan. 110 hao
alrays treated the students not as boys, but as qentlemnen, seekine tri îead
rather than tri coerce, and under bis sway there lias heen no need of fornilS
discipline.

The application o? female students for admission tri the University
led hlmi tri grant their request without reluctance or liesitation, fro11 1 1a
conviction that public educational institutions should ho open tri theIc d
of thc community as a whole, and, lu supplyirig Clisse, know ne deniarcatiiti
o? sex. Without taking amy special part lu the movemeîît for the II lligher
Edmîcation of Women,"-lîe believes that every individual. who desireS
thorough mental training should have the opportunity cf prricurin it.bas a firm faitl in the power of the ineradicable laws o? bumnan nature
to prevent any real confusion o? "splieres," and believes that it 18 as
beneficiai tri the race as tri the individual, that eacb sbould receive tb0
fillest training and developmeut of whicli ho or she 18 susceptible. ma-i

On the subject o? University Federation Principal Grant lias maf
tained a strringly conservative attitude. Hie believos firnîly lu the wlisdool
of respecting histrie growth and crintiuuity of organisation, and lu tb9

758


