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GLER [CAL INCU MES.

LT is possible that the ordinary reader miay pass over this brief paper

as of no imuportance to lîimself. 1if these first lines sheuld catch his eye, we

wiII cntreat the favour of a bearing. The suhject in hand is by no means

onle which concerns the cierg-y aTone, of whatever deonmnatioîî. I)eubt-

less, it concertus thc'mn as a class; but it concerns tic Iess the whole liody of

the laity, who reccive nost of tîjeir religicus instruction and influence fromn

the nuiinisters of the churches.

Noeecandtoubt the profoinidiniluence whili the clergy of anyparticular

perioii exeriise TTpoT its religious lite. And the importance of this Con-

sideration is ziot diiniisiod by the corres1)onding truthi tbat the clergy arc

tlîcmselves, in a great dogree, the expression of the religious life of thoir
tirne-no doubt in its higher fo. ins and expressions, but stili in such a way
that the teacher is partially nmade by bis age, even as hie lelps to Tnakze blis

age. \Ve are nieinbers one of anotber. Eacb OTIC, partakes, more or less, of

the life of the wvhole body.

If tlîis is a true Htateinent of the case -wbich will bardly ho denied-

then everything whichi at'cts the condition of the clergy, aff&cts and slîeuid

interest every mieniber of the Christjan Churcb, anti, less directly, of our

whole social systein. An important place in this respect nmust be given to

the subject of an adequate provision for the temporal needs of the clergy

and their families.
Let some things ho eleanly uuderstood ait once. We are no advocates

for overpaying the clergy, so as te enable tbeui to live in luxury. Nor d10

we wisli to sec themn entireiy independent of their ilecks. Partial endow-

ments are good and useful ; but we believe it tends to make the relations

betwoon ministers andi people more living and syTnpatbetie, tbat there

should 1)0 the means of expressing tbe value wbicb the people set upon

the services of their pastor.
But these things are quite apart froint the main purport of tlîis paper.

What we bave specially te note is the utteriy inadequate provision whicli
is now being made for the ministers of the Christian Church, and more

particularly, it is said, iTi the Church of England. If this is se, the matter
L4 very serious, very terrible.

W'hat înust be the efl'oct of this insufficient provision 1 Loss of power,

ioss of self-respect, loss of aIl those.higiî qutilities, intellectual and moral,

wbich make the îiniistry cf divine truth of any value. Let us grant that

there are men wbo bave the spirit of hieroes and martyrs, wbo will increaso,
in spiritual power as their outward mnan is crusbed or perishies. Ail honour
te tbem !ibey are the sait ef the earth.

But it will net l)e reasonable te expect a spirit se exalted in tbe

ma jority, evcn ef those whe bave consecrated theinselves te the iîigh îverk

of mlinistering the WVord ef Lite. Circumltstatices wili hip to mould thein as

tbey mould other mon, and tbey wiIl bc botter or worse, as they are hiped

or bindered by their surreundings.
We venture to think that the clergy, as a rule, display an ainlount of

self-denial wbicli would be very surpnising to the ordinary layînan, if hoe

were to become acquainited with it. Granted that some et theni, get iTito

debt , and that a still smaller number et these take tortueus ways ef meeting

or evading their responsibilities. Lt is easy te find fauit or condemn,
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These nien are neot bierees or martyrs. But are those laymen heroic, who,
ampiy provided with the geed things of this lite, make ne effort to aileviate

the distress of whichi they eali iardly lie unaware ?

If tbey do net kTîew tis -if the laity are i1gnorant of the deep poverty

of inauy of the cler-y--twy are only a ier less guilty than, if knowing

it, they give nc hleed te it. If the gospel of Jesus Christ ho true-and

our argument is aîldressed oiy to those wlVhe. )OIieVOe it,-thon they wil

bave te answer for this te the ir Lord ; and it will be a heavy reckoning,

wlieu it contes.
A short time ago the Toronto Glolîo diii a very useful werk by publieli.

ing, under the bead of '' l'astors' Saais"a statement ef tho aniounts

paid to the various i iisters ini To'ronto. '[hle beading cf the statemient

raTi as felw '[iPresliyt<riali ald che Metiîedist bxoies tiîo most

huewrai, and the lHa 1 tiists andl ( iiiiregat ionalists ixot far iîehiiii ; the Epis-

copalians inidilliorently reiWiirtî.''e inter frontî tbe reports given

cf the illîceinis cf the vario1us iiiîsters tChat the aluove suniînary is accurate,

tliat tie el(,rgy of the (Jhînreh <of ngndare the worst paid of ail the

nîtuisters iu the city cf 'Toronto.

The otiier day, thei writer of thise liTils received freont a 11ural D)ean of

the l)ioccseocf Toronto a few itemis tif iiiferlitiiel rispectimig the incoilnes

of tixi clergy iii Country pilaces, wh'lîi %vere vvry as.,toisin41g te the recip.

ient cf tbe infoermiationt. A vlergyin of the; one Churclb cf Engiand Coui-

g-regation ini a towîi of semne size (eitainimg a population of 4,000 or

5,000) rîceives , 600.J Aiothîr, wiio bias a wifî' anil live, ciîildrenl, receives

$800. Aniîtbîr, Nvlîe bas a wifi andl seveTi chillireTi, ami lias to serve six

îitations, andl theretori ]lits to kiip a hiorse; anid buggy, lias $720. Anetlier,

wixo lias a wife ani famiily, lias $600. T[liese wvere net instances gathered

fromî a large aria ini wih tiîîri wînî; iiany others hetter provideil ; tboy

weelying sie by sut4 , ami reprsiiteul Chle ordinary provision made for

thje clergy cf the Englisx Churih in the locality to wlîiclî they beiong.

Are the weil-to-do laity acquainted with tîxese. tacts I And, if so, do

tlîey weigh their iînportî Dol) thîey reflict tiîat, whîiio the prices cf meet

tbings n(evssary for actual existence are rising iu tlis4 Country, the stipends

cf the cii.rgy remnaiT thet samie ; hait the struggle for lifo is becomning, day

by day, more arducus andu mTore lutter I Do tbey consider what must bo

the iiicessary result cf tiiewe thiiig ?

Young iîen are refuîsing to enter a profession whvli gives thein no

prospec~t cf a tlecent naimitenaniev. ()tlers are crcssinig tue border and

tratisferring tiîeir miinistvnial lboliurs te the UJniteud States, whiere, it ap-

1iiars, there is amîoîîg the laity soîne sense cf tue impijortance cf the sacred

oilice, anul seine readiTiess te provilil for the needs cf thiose whe (iii it.

Sonie cf the laity caniTot umiuerstaiid tlîis at ail. 'l' thom it is very

siiockiTîg tlîat tiiere shouid bo suehi care for Il leavos and fishes," and ge

littie - love cf seuls."l Yis, it i4 strange, is it net l-very strange te, the

wearer cf " puipie aTd illein linoi '' t bat tliese iTlistors cf Christ sheuld

object te wear patcheil ga et- te set; tijeir children without shoesî'

'Ne do Tiet plead for a luxunicus ciergy. 'No plead for deceucy. And

it is indecent whien the laity Cali spoTid profuseiy upon tîjeir porsons, their

lieuses, their fatînilies, and yot Caui look ou anîd sec the holdors of tlîe most

sacred office on earth d<graded amnd unfxitteui for thieir exaited work.

It is difficult te speali the sinmple trutli on sucb a subjcct without em-

itig te l)e guilty cf extravagance. Tliere is net an Anglican ecclesiastic iii

Toronto (if wve except elle case in nec way dependent upen the offerings cf

the people wvlue receives au adequati incoe. Let tbe wealthy iaity cf

the tiiocese go throughi the list. Let tliemi hegin witiî the Bishop, who

receives about $ t,000 a year, ant ibas te pay ail bis own expenses cf

travelling, and lias cemitiTi.ially to put ]lis litnd in lus peeket'te ineet cails

upen bis clîarity or bis duty-let tlheTu begin bore and go down tbrough

the list, antI lot tlîemn consider how thoy can satisfy thoir consciences on

this subject, anti low tlioy will amiswer theo Lord et the conscience.
It would appear duiat the otlier denoînînatiens, althoughi in a botter

condition thanl the Cîxurcli et England, are takzing ineasures te wipe away

the reproacli et untlerpaying their clergy: "\ý"ave ne present ineans cf

fciiewing, these endeavours. To whatever communion we beiong, we must

rejeice that aIl Chrnistian teachers sliouid 1)0 proteeted trom that grinding

pcmîury w'hicii is destructive of self respect, and therefere cf ail reai moral
pewer. IJniess or teachers cati freily speak to us wbat they believe, and

unless they can bav e perfect liberty ili studying the trutiî which they pro.

clainm, their ministratious must bo coniparatively uselesa. 0.


