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§ DEATH OF A DISTIN-
' GUISHED NUN.

Irish Catholic.

The death of Sister Mary
Gertrude O'Connor (known for
Rpwards of a generation, as Mo-
ther Grertrude), of the Presenta-
tion Convent, IListowel, is an
event deserving of more than lo-
¢a] or ordinary notice. For near-
ly 50 years this truly excellent
lady occupied a prominent and
honored place in the religious
life of her native county. En-
tering the Listowel Convent on
the 15th of August, 1849, her re-
ligious life may be said to have
Synchronised with the life of
that distinguished branch of the
great Presentation Community,
and the femarkable growth of
that convent, both in usefulness
8 an educational institution, and
In size, is in no small measure
due to her influence and labors.

But it was not in service to
Order or devotion to rule—great
a8 her service and devotion un-
doubiedly were—that this re-
markable lady most distinguish:
ed herself. With a heart not less
lntensely human because chas-
tened by discipline and divine

ove, a sympathy as wide as suf-
fering humanity, and as deep as
the deepest sorrow, and a wis-
dom born of no merely human

nowledge and understanding,
Sister Gertrude was not one to
content herself with the ordin-
ary routine work of a nun’s life.
Jarrying with her into her con-
Vent a vivid recollection of the
dreadful famine scenes she had
80 recently witnessed, her lusty
?harity found a spur more effect-
ve than exhortation or sermon
—a spur which did not permit
1t to rest till the shadow of death
Came to its relief. She was ever
¥0remost in such works of char-
1ty as her convent found itself
In a position to undertake, and
she brought to the execution of
these works such a wealth of
tact and judgment and such a

howledge of human character,
-8 effectively secured them
8gainst miscarriage or failure.
And she was as wisely discrim-
lating in her charity as the
8reat Apostle of Charity himself.
‘Find for me,” she would say
to those who helped her in the
Wspensing of her convent’s char-
lties—“Find for me the deserv-
Ing poor—those who are heroic-
ally struggling with such diffi-
Culties and misfortunes as God

a8 been pleased to cast on their
Way, and who try to hide ra-
ther than to exhibit their pov-:
erty : believe me, there are many
Such,” And these she would
first relieve, leaving the unde-
Serving and clamorous to wait.

or the very young she had a
truly wonderful love, and as
8he “rogularly taught in the in-

ant school of her convent, she
ad every opportunity for exer-
Clsing it. Those words of our
Lord: “Suffer children to come
to me, and forbid them not, for
of such is the Kingdom of God,”
Were aver in her mind in the
El'esence of the little ones. And
teach the little ones to love
rod,” was her constant exhorta-
lon to the novicesin her charge.

But it was in a sphere peculi-
arly her own, and somewhat
Oreign to the genius of convent
e, that this wonderful wo-
Man’s great qualities of head and
eart appeared in their fullest
g_erﬂ!ction. Early in her convent

forming a class composed exclu-
sively of very voung men, of her
own and her friends’ acquain-
tance—principally of those in-
tended for the Church or the
professions. She saw in such
young men forces which, accord-
ing as they were regulated and
directed well or ill, would infal-
libly turn out either to the bene-
fit or the detriment of Church
and country; and she iikewise
saw in wise, womanly and sym-
pathetic counsels, powers which
would make for the proper regu-
lation and direction of these
forces. Her great knowledge of
the human heart showed her
that there is no influence on
earth which can for a moment
be compared with that which a
good and wise woman may exer
cise on those around her; and
her knowledge of our people
showed her that the overwhelm-
ing majority of parents are ut-
terly incapable of bringing up
their children, particularly their
sons, in the way best calculated
to make them strong, helpful and
independent—true men and true
women; whilst of the schools
she knew that the moral side of
the pupils’ character receives but
little attention there. Her class,
or rather association of. young
men, was the outcome of these
views, and her strong sense of
duty to her friends in particular,
and mankind in general. It was
conducted more on social than
on scholastic lines; and so tact-
fully and unobtrasively were
advice and instruction given
that the most conceited found
himself corrected with little loss
of dignity, and the most bashful
and sensitive without blush or
pain. The class was never large,
but as each member dropped out
to engage in life’s hard struggle,
some other young man was in-
vited to take his place. In that
way this truly great woman, in
the course of her half-century of
convent life, gave more useful
and valuable instruction to hun-
dreds of young men than all the
schools and colleges of the King-
dom could have afforded them;
instruction calculated to make
them men strong, loyal and true
—truly Catholic and Christian,
capable of earning respect for
themselves and their country in
the land of the stranger. And to
foreign lands most of them have
gone, as the strong ones of our
race have long, alas! been com-
pelled to do. The majority of
them have become priests, and
the light they received they
spread, or are spreading, around
them with the Apostolic zeal
which has ever distinguished
the true Catholic Celt, thus mak-
ing foreign peoples the debtor of
their wise and saintly instruct-
ress. Nor was she content with
merely instructing her young
men. Many of them required
material aid, and that aid, too,
she generally found the means
of giving.

Mother Gertrude was born in
Tralee, about 76 years ago. Her
father held a commission in the
British army, served with dis-
tinction under Moore and Well-
ington, and the hero of Corunna
is said to have died in his arms.

The Very Rev.John O’Con-
nor, D. D, who for many years
occupied a prominent place in
the clerical life of his native di-
ocese, and was one of the organ-
izers of that brave band of Irish-
men wWho went to the assistance
of Pope Pius IX. in the early
stage of his struggle with the
infidel ‘“makers” of modern
Italy, and who, led by his fiery
missionary zeal, went abroad

fe she conceived the idea of

while yet a young curate, where

he died some years ago, was a
brother of Sister Gertrude’s. An-
other distinguished brother was
Dr. Morgan O’Connor, who died
universally respected and re-
gretted a few vears ago, in Aus-
tralia. Her country and her
Church are the poorer by Mo-
ther Gertrude’s death, whilst her
Order has lost one of its greatest
nuns, and her convent one whose
place shall long remain vacant.
May sherest in peace,

BOYCOTTING FRANCE.

The following happy hit ap-
peared in the London (Eng.)
Tablet of Sept. 22nd :

Sir—I have read with grati-
tude and admiration the noble
letter which ‘“Catholicus” has
addressed to the Times about the
attitude of Catholics upon the
Dreyfus case. His advice to us
to boycott the French religious
communities in our midst is
eminently practical. To me per-
sonally, however, it presents a
difficulty, masmuch ag I have
not hithertobeen in the habit of
contiibuting directly to the sup-
port of monks or nuns of any na-
tionality. Still, I am determin-
ed, as far as possible, to act up to
the spirit of the advice given by
“Catholicus.” 1 have just ex-
plained to my French governess
that 1 must reduce her wages as
a protest against the Rennes ver-
diclt. She protests that she has
always sympathized with Cap-
tain Dreyfus. I have endeavored
to make her understapd that I
am reducing her wages, not to
punish her but to mark my
sense of the conduct of the five
wicked officers at Rennes. Even
now she seems dissatisfied,
though I made my explanation
as clear as possible. I am afraid
she is not intelligent enough for
her place; in fact I must get rid
of her, and that will serve as a
further protest. I may also men-
tion that, still acting in the spi-
rit of the letter signed ‘“‘Catho-
licus,” I have taken pleasure
several times this week in de-
priving my French poodle of his
bone; I hive torn out several
pages from my French Diction-
ary, and I have decided to take
an early opportunity to insult a
French nun—of course, in a gen-
tlemanly way. I confess I do
not myself quite see the direct
bearing of these severe measures
upon the French Government,
or even the French clergy, and
it is certainly a little perplexing
to be told that the present
ministry is quite as anxious to
rehabilitate Dreyfus as I can be.
Still T think you will admit, Sir,
that in these stirring times one
must do something. And [ wish
it to be distinctly understood
that I shall keep my eye on the
| French generals, and if the steps
i1 have taken do not bring the
desired result 1 am prepared to
go further and forbid my wife
to eat French beans. Imagine
the women of England leagued
to boycott French beans! Why
they would simply exterminate
the plant. I should think that
would bring the French generals
to their senses—don’t you, Sir?

Yours truly, _
A BritoN (New Style),

P. 8.—Having promised a ne-
phew, to whom I have always
been foolishly indulgent, that I
would pay his expenses for a
fortnight during the  Paris
Exhibition, T  have  felt
constrained to inform him that
“considerations of international
justice” would now oblige me
to keep my money in the bank.
He has sent me a most extraor-
dinary reply.

explorer.

ANOTHER OBLATE MISSION-
ARY’S JUBILEE.

FATHER ARNAUD’S FIFTY YEARS'
LABOR IN FROZEN LABRADOR.

N. Y. Catholic News.

Quebe¢, Oct. 4.—Fifty years
of missionary labors, travels and
privations among the lowest and
most degraded Indian tribes of
the North American continent,
in the far frozen north of Labra-
dor, have just been completed
by the Rev. Father Arnaud, of
the Oblate Order, whose jubilee
is about to be celebrated here
with much solemnity. The won-
derful career of the venerable
missionary is intimately con-
nected with some of the most
sensational experiences of the
Montagnais and Nascapee In-
dians during the last half cen-
tury. He knowsmore of the in-
terior of Labrador and has trav-
elled more of it than any other
Scarcely an Indian
roams this inhospitable territory
that he does not know by name.
He has lived and journeyed with
them and shared their priva-
tions, which to him were all
the more painful, for his youth
was spent in plenty and com-
fort.

Born in France in 1827, Fa-
ther Arnaud was ordained priest
at Ottawa in 1849, and immedi-
ately afterward was sent by his
superiors.to accompany a party
of Indians on their journey
across the Labrador Peninsula of
Hudson Bay. It was a paintul
journey to the young French-
man, for the Indian ideas of
cleanliness and of cookery are
very différent from those of ci-
vilized nations, and his stomach
frequently revolted at the food
that was set before him. He has
seldom been heard to complain
of his lot, but the Jesuit Father
Crepienl has graphically de-
scribed the life of a Montagnais
missionary as a prolonged mar-
tyrdom, and a continual practice
of patience and mortification. In
winter the missionary lives in an
Indian hut formed of sticks cov-
ered with skins and boughs of
trees and banked around with
snow. He lies upon the frozen
ground with his clothes on, the
hut being usually full of smoke,
and if he perspires by day he is
almost frozgn at night. He eats
from a dish seldom or never
washed and licked by the dogs
that share his bed. Sometimes
he is forced to go without food.

Father Arnaud has experienc-
ed all thcse and even greater
miseries.  After his return from
Hudson Bay in 1849 he was sent
to labor among the Indians of
Labrador from the Saguenay to
the Atlantic Ocean. He has car-
ried on his wonderful work un-
til the present time, and will
probably continue it until the
end of his life. Nothing can ex-
ceed his affectionate regard for
his Indian flock, many members
of which he has converted from
paganism.

Father Arnaud’s descriptions
of the sufferings of his, “poor
sheep,” as he calls the Indian
members of his flock, often re-
semble some horrible fiction.
They are corroborated, however,
from other sources, He tells, for
instance, of the disasters that be-
fell the members of his mission
at Mingan some winters ago,
when 3% of his Indian converts
died of starvation at the height

of land in which the St. Jean

River has its source. About 20
Montagnais families left the
coast during the previous sum-
mer for the part of the interior
already described, taking no
provisions with them, because
they had counted upon finding
plenty of caribou there. In this.
they were entirely disappointed,
however, whilean exceptionally
early fall of snow found many
of them without their snow-
shoes, and they could not even
find the porcupines, hares and
white partridges which are nsu-
ally so abundant in Labrador. A
few families among them con-
trived to reach Eskimo Bay, but
most of the others miserably pe-
ished in the woods before Christ-
mas. News reached the mis-
sionary the same year that two
families had been abandoned to
their fate at the headwaters of
the St. Augustine River, and
that a number of other Indians
belonging to the same place,
who had crossed to Newiound-
land, had been massacred by the
Mic-Macs.

Many times Father Arnaud
has narrowly escaped death
from starvation, drowning and
exposure to the wild animals
ghat roam the woods of Labra-

or.

PROTESTANTS MAY LEARN.

SOMETHING OF WHAT THEY MAY
GET FROM CATHOLICITY.

“What a Protestant may learn
from Roman Catholicism” was
the subject of a sermon preached
by Rev. William Reédheffer at
the Wesley M. E. Church, Belle-
ville, N.J, on Sunday night.
He said in part:

“The Catholic Church is the
Church of the poor. Within its
walls there is no distinction be-

tween the poor man and the one
blessed with the world’s goods,
such as we so often see in our

churches. At their altar-raib
every man is treated alike, in a
God-like, Christian manner.

There is mnuch to emulate in this
regard.  Another point that
stands to the fore with these
brethren of ours is their loyalty
to their faith and to Church dis-
cipline. They arise at daybreak
and go out to early services in
all kinds of weather, often fast-
ing from midnight. And, again,
when they have some dispute
with their pastor, they do mnot
forsake their Church. They bear
it nobly and let it make no dif-
ference with their attendance;
while Protestants, in a like case,
throw everything to the winds
and refuse to have anything
more to do with the clergyman
or his Church.

“The ministers of that faith do
not strive to make gains to their
parish or congregation at the ex-
pense of their neighbors. They
do not coax people toleave their
home church and go to another..
as I have seen done right here
at our own doors in the Protest-
ant denomination. Their disci--
pline is thorough, and their
priests walk according to a de-
finite measure. They refuse to.
marry couples from visiting par-
ishes without sufficient ¢xplana-
tion from the pastor there. This
is a wise precaution, and if we
had something Iike it in our
churches, much trovble and an-
noyance would be saved.” '

-

Hon. J. D. Cameron returned
last Sunday from the east and
has completely recovered from
his recent alarming attack of

bronchitis. ,




