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everlastingly a gunuing; and father would fret and scoîd, becausawhenever theére was any work to do, Jack vas always off in. thé
Woods. One day I star-ted to go over Bear Mlountain, about two
miles fr-ar home, te se if I couldn't kL]. soma raccoons; and I
took rny brother Nec], who vas three years younger than myseli,
with me te halp bring home the game. We took sorne bra and
chease and doughnuts in. our pockets, for va calculatad te Me gona
ail day, and I shouldered my littia fowling-pioce, and took a plenty
of powder and shot and amall bullets, and off ive started through
thé Woods. Whan va got round the othar sida of Bear Mountain,
where I had always had the Mast luck in hunting, it was about
noon. On the way I hac] killed a couple of grey squirrels, a large
fat raccoon, and a hec]ga-hog. We sot dowa under a large beach
trae te eat aur bread and cheesa. As va sot eating, we lookad up
.inte the tree, and it vas vary full oi beeclinuts. Thay vera about
ripe, but thara bac] nôt-bean fr-est enouc.h te maka themn drop
much frorn the trae. So says I te Nec], 'tet us take some sticks
an-d climb, this.tree and beat off sorne nuts te carry home.' Soe.
got some sticks, and up ve vent. We hndn 't but jest got clever.
ly up imto the body af the trea, bafere we heard something crack-
ling among the bushes n few rode off. Wa looked and listenad,
and hoard it again, louder and nearer. In a minute va se the
bushes moving, not thrae roda off trom the trea, aned sornething
black stirrin" about amon- teem. Than out coma an awful grat
black bear,-til.e uglest lokiing taller that avar I laid rny eyes on.
Ha lookeci up tevards the trea va was on, nnd turned up his nose
as thougie ha vas snuffing somathlng. 1 begun te feal pr-atty
straaked; I knav bears wvas terrible climbers, and I'd a gin al
the world if I'd only had my gu in my band], vaîl loadad. But
thare vas ne time te go dewn nfter -it nov, and I theught the
only Way %vas te kaep as still as possible, and perhaps ha migiet
go off again about his business. Sc e a idn't stir nar hardly
breathe. Whethar the oIc] taller smelt us, or whethar ha vas
looking for .baachnuts, 1 don't know ; but hae raared right up on
his hind legs and valked as straight te, the trea as a man could
v7alk. Ha valkad round the trea twice, and turned his great
black nase up, and lookad more like Old Nick than anything 1
evar sea before. Then ha stuck hie sharp nails ite the aides of
the tree, and begun te hiteh himseli up. I faIt as if wa bac] got
inte a bac] ecrapa, and vished va vas eut of it. Nec] hagun te
cry.. But, saye I te Nec], « It ne use te take on about it; if ha's
coming up va must figiet him off the bast vay va cari. Wa
climb'd up higher inte, the trea; and the oIc] bear cerne hitcbing
along up atter us. I made Nec] go up aboya me, and, as I had a
pretty good club in my hand, I thought I migbt Me able te kaap
the old faller dewn. Ha dic]n't seain te stop for the Meechmcts,
but kept clirbing right rip tevards us.. When ha got up pr-etty
near I poked my club at him, and ha shed hie teath and gr-ewled.
Says 1, 'Ne], scrabble up a littla highar.' -Wa clim up tvo or
three limbe higher, and the old bear folloved close atter. Whan
ha got up se ha could almeet tau.c rny feat, I thougiet it vas
time te begin te fight. Se I up.vith, my club and triad te fatch
him a paît ovar the nase. And the very fir-et blov ha lrnockad
tha club right eut oi my band, vith his great.nigger pav, as easy
as I couic] knock it eut ef the band of a baby a year oIc]. I ba.
gun te think thon it was gene goose vith, us. Hovaver, I took
Ned's club, and thoughf I'd -try once more; but ha knockad it
eut of my hand lila -feather, and madle anothar hitch and
grabbad at rny feat. Wa scrabbled up the trea, and ha aiter us,
tili va gat almost te tha top ai the trea. At last I had ta step a
littla for Ned, and the old bear dlinched rny feet. First ha stuck
his*clav inte* 'arn and thon ha stuck hie teath inte 'arn, and be-
gan te naw. I faît as if 'twaý a gene case, but I kîckad and fit,
and tlc] Nec] te Lat up leighar; and ha did gat up a littla higher,
and -I got up a littla higher -tee, and thse aId bear madle anethar
hitch and come Up. highee., and bagun te nav rny heels again.
Andc thon the top et the tree bagun ta banc], for va bac] got tep
se high va vas ail on a single limb as 'tvere; and it baut a little
more, and crackad and braiteand c]ownvwe vent, bear and al],
about thirty feat, te thea graund. At first I didn't kn4ow whetber
rvas daad or alira. I guass vealnl lny stili as «mucis a minute
baera va couIc] maka out te breathe. When I comaé te my feel.
ing a littîe, I found the bear had feUl on rny lame log, nd.give it

another most awful crushing. Ned wasn't hurt much Re feU.-
on top of the bear, and. the bear feU partly on me. Nedsprung
off, and got out of the way of the bear; and in about -a minute
more the hear crawled up slowly on te his feet, and began te walk
off, without taking any notice of us, and I vwas glad enough te see
that he vent rather lame. When I corne te try my legs I found
one of 'arn vas terribly smashed, and I couldn't walk a step on it.
So I told Ned to hand me my gun, and te go home as fast as *he
could go, and gat the horse and father, and corne and carry me
home.

IlNed went off upon the quick trot, as if he vas after the dec-
ter. But thé blundering critter-Ned always vas a great blun-
derer-lost Ms way and vandered about in the Woods ail night,
and didn't 'get home tilt sunrise naxt morning. The vay I spant
the night wasn't very comfortable, I can tell ya. Jest befora
dark it bagun to rain, and I looked round te try te find sorne kiud
of a sheltar. At last I see a great tree, lying on the ground a
little ways off, that seamed to be holler. I crawled along te it,
and found there was a holler in one end large anouô-h for me to
creep inte. So in I veut, and in order te get entire y out of the
way of the spattering of the rein, and keep niyself dry, I crept in

as much as ten feet. I laid there and restad myself as weIl as I
couc], though my leg pained me too much te sloop. Soma tirne in
the ight, ail at once, I heard a sort of rustling noise at the end
of the log whera 1 corne in. My hair 4oo right on end. 'It was
dark as E,7pt; I couldh't see the least thing, but I could hear the
rustling noise again, and it sounded as if it vas coming into the
log. I held my breath, but I could hear something braathing
haavily, and there seerned te Me a sort of scratching against the
sidas of the log, and it kept ivorking along, in tevards me. I
clinched rny fowling-pieca and held on te it. 'Twvas wall loadad
with a brace of balse and some shot basidas. But wvhether te lire,

*or wvhat te do, .1 couldn't tell. I vas sure there vas soma, terrible
critter in the log, and the rustling 'noise kept coming nearer and
nearer to me. At last I heerd a low kind of a growl. I
thought if I vas only dad and dacently buried somewhara I
should Mo glad; for te Mo est up alive there by bears, or wolves,
or catamounts, I couldn't bear the idea et it. In a minute more
something made a horrible grab at rny feat, and M g un te naw 'em.
At ir-st I crawled a littie further inte the trea. B ut the critter
vas hold of my feet again in a minuta, and-I found it was no use
for me te go in any farther. I didn't hardly dare te lir-e; for I
thought if 1 didn't kill the crittar, it would only be likely to make
Mim fight the harder. And then again I thought if I should kil.
him and he should Me as large as I fancied, him te be, I iliould
neyer Me able te shove him out of the log, nor te get out by him.
While I was having thesé thoughts the aid fellar vas nawing and
taaring niy feat se bad, I found ha would soon kil. me if I laid
still. So I took my gun and pointed down by my feat, as near
the centre of the hoUler log as I couic], sud lot driva. The report
almost stunned me. But when I1 came to rny hearing again, I
laid still and listaned. Evarything round ea vas stili as denth;
1 cou]dn't hear the least sound. I cr-awlad back a fawv inclés
tevards the mouth of the log, and was stopt by somethiug againat
my feet. I pused it. 'Twould give a little, but I couldn't move
it. I got rny hand down far enough te reach, and faît tIra fur and -
hair ýnd cars of soure terrible animal.-

"IThat vas an awful long night. And when the marning did
corne, the crittar filled the bolier up se rnuch, there vas but very
lîttie light conre -in whare I was. I tried again to aboya the ani-
mal teovards the, mouth of the log, but I found 'twas no use-I
couldn't'mova him. At lest the liglit cornein semuchithat IfaIt
pratty sure it wvas a monstrous grat bear tient I hnd killed. But
I hagun te feel as if I vas buried aliva ; for I %vas afraid our folks
wouldn't find me, and I was sure I never could get out inyself.
But about two hours after sunrise, aIl at once I thought I heard
sornebody holier 'Jack.' I listened and I heerd it again, and I
knew 'twas fathar's voica. I answered as loud as I couîd holler.
Thay kapt hollering, and 1 kapt hollaring. Sornetimas they would
go furthar off and sometimes corne narer. My voice soundad se
queer they cauldn't tell whera it corne frone, nor wlhnt te maka of
it. At last, by going round considérable, they found my voice
scanie] te M sornie where round the holIer trea, rvid bima-by father


