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NOTICE.
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talniug to Trade Socleties from all parts of the Dominion
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Our columns are open for thy discussion of w1 ques-
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ust be necompanicd by the numes of the writers, not
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THE DUTY OF THE HOUR.

The occurrences of the past few weeks in
connection with the labor movement, have
heen of peculinr importance and significance
to the working classes, and their contem-
plation and consideration will tend to point
out the path of duty which lies before them,
not only in order to the attainment of a
higher intelligence, but even for the preser-
vation of their manhood.’

The details counccted with the movement
that is now, toa very large extent, agitating
alinest the entire civilized world—the Short
Tizre movement—are too fresh in the minds
of our readers to need more than a passing
notice ; but, as far as the movement in
Canada has been concerned, the question
The

In

leagne meeting, in mass meeting, and in

has not heen argued upon its merits.
arguments have been all on one side.

every other conceivable form of meceting,
the principles of the movement have been ;
openly stated and advocated -by the work-
ing classes ; but, in no instance have those
arguments been et by the employers. In-
stead of having been met fairly, a number
of the employers have made the agitation
of the question an opportwnity of giving
vent to their ill-concealed designs upon the’
{nion principles of the men, thus render-
ing it, in Canada, not su much a question
of short time, as a crusade against the
righits and liberties held in so high estima-
tien by men who have realized the benefits
of unionism.

it has bven before remarked that those
saie employers, in order to carry out their
ends, employed the very yprinciple which
they refused to the men,—that of combina-
tion. Not alone in Toronto, but in Hamil-
ton and elsewhere, its operations have been
seen.  Almost simultaneously a document
has been presented to the men, with certain
alternatives if they refuse—the signing of
which would reduce the men to a position
of serfdom.
may say what number of howrs a man shall
work in their employ, and the workingmnan
has an equal right to place his price upon

We grant it that employers

his labor, and refuse to work such hours if
he consider them detrimentla to, his in-
terest ; bui no man, nor no body of men,
has a right to dictate to another how he
And we are
glad to know that this systew of intimida-

aiall regnlate his sympathies.

tion has failed—miserably failed—to ac-
complish its purpose, and has evidently
produced (uite a contrary effect from that
- expected. ~ With very few exceptions, the
approaches were spurned with, indignation ;
and in the case of Hamilton and Brantford,
the men have left their work rather than
stultify their manhood in the ananner de-
mended. Wo believe that a similar decu-
ment has been presented to a number of
the mechanics-of this city, but matters have
_not yet been pushed to the extreme that
';some of the émployers of Hamilton and

Braatford have adopted,
being in the confidence of the ¢ mastors”

Of course, not

of this city, we canuot tell whether they
will yicld so ready obedience.to the ¢ wive
puller of Bow Park” us thoesc already named
heve done, but if the information which
has reached ns be covkect, we think they
will not. Tt is enrrently reported- that
rather than allow -their business arrange-
ments to suffer by the “locking out™ and
** sqqueezing” process that ha§ bezn adopted
with some success to the ¢ chiefs” but so
wuch disaster to the *“squcezed,” two large
manufacturers in the iron trade, in this
city, have turncd their backs upon the
< master's association” at asvmewhat heavy
wmoney forfeit ; and are determined hence-
forth—and wisely, we think—tovhave less
“ontside interforence with the internal
arrangement of their establishinents.™

The lesson to be learned is, still more
perfect organization among the working
classes. The leust success of this anti-
Reform movement has been made among
those whoe have shown themselves to he
thoroughly in accord and united, and wice
rersu. o a very great extent has this les-
son been learned by the operative classes,
fur since the commencement of the erusade
against the Typographical Union, wmore
than a dozen bodies of men hitherto un-
organized, iave combined for the purpose
of self-protcction. This only is what is
needed on the part of workingmcli ; and we
hope the work will go on till Canada can
show one of the finest and most complete
system of organization extant.
One more thing remgins for the working-
men of Torento to do, and that is at an
early day to hold a mass meeiing to express
sympathy for the men now “locked out,”
and to adopt -some means of assistance.
They deserve it—and wé believe Toronto
will not be behind in giving tangible tokens
of sympathy. We trust the Trades’ As-
sembly will sec to_this matter.

THAT AGREEMENT.

— .

In looking back over the history of our
race, and glancing our mind’s eye upon that
period of our history in which the masses
lay in the darkest ignorance, subject to the
wills of the fewest monopolists, despots,
chieftains, lordlings, or by what ever name
they may have been known, we stand
aghast at the enormous mass of ignorance
and apparently non-progressive elements
composing the producing classes that lays
before us, and we feol half inclined to ex-
claim, can those degraded menials ever
gccupy o more elevated position? Poor
fellows, apparently dead to all ‘but the
lowest animal sensations, eat, drink, sleep
and toil.  But travel with us, and view as
you pass along the gradual development of
the nobler mnatures inherent, but latent
from various causes in our race, and note
the means by which the progress that is
now enjoyed by the progeny of an vppressed
and degraded ancestry was achieved, and
you, will find two’ words prominent,—we
might call them the watch words of pro-
gress as they pass from generation to
generation, over mighty in effecting the
reforms that we, who live in .this the nine-
teenth century, have reason to be thankful
for,—we will call those words Union and
agitation ; and whether we view the opera-
tions of the principles conveyed by those
two mighty vocables in wrenching from a
despot the ground work of British liberty,
guaranteed by an Act of Magna Churty, or
the grand uprising of the industrial clusses
against oppressive measurcs, under the
leadership of Watt Tyler, and the inmuner-
able instances that mark every page in the
record of progress down to the successful
passage of the great English Reform Bill,

£d unity and agitation.
those two ideas ure not of recent origin, bu
as old as humanity itself, shall we, hecanse
of their age, or because they have proved
mighty engines of progress in the hands of
our fathers, give them up because all has
been gained that we, as reasonable beings,
can desire by those who fought the fight of
liberty so well and effectively in the time
past? Unworthy, cowardly creature, who
would for a moment entertain the thought!
Yet in the face of all this, there are thuse,
who, by a freak of fortune, have come into
possession of more money than brains, and
have a claim to the genus homo that would
at this stage. of the world’s progress deprive
those who produce the wealth of the nation
the right to-unite ind agitate for n reform,
that of all reforms ut. the present day is
claiining the attention of tive ablest thiniccrs

we find the same grand results have attend- |-
And although |

in the civilized world—that of labor reform.
Men of superior advantages, nien who claim
to be the elite of society, mon who would
feel the loast infringement on their liberties
very keenly; and yet with all these ac-
quirements and feclings, those very men
say tu those whose productive energieskeeps
them in affluence, you shall not have the
privilege of eating your bread in the sweat
of yowr face in my employment, and if 1
ean Hinder you clsewhere, if yon do net
sign away your right to unite with those of
your féllow-men whose interests you consi-
der to he identical with yours, or agitate
for any reform that way be of benefit to
you or your fellow man. This is the sub-
stance of an agreement that a portion of
the employers of labor in Ontario agreed to
enforee upon their employees, and. we are
glad to know that the workmen of Ontario
are sufliciently enlightenod te understand
when they are insulted, and know how to
apprecinte their liberties, and have the
courage to hurl such an advance -back upon
the miscrable, shallow brains that gave it
birth.  And as a result, hundreds of nitures
noblemen are refused leave to toil by their
lordly fellow-worms. Truly, must the
sanguinary fight of freedom still be fought—
those who are noblest, suffering in the van,
But in the words of Erin’s sweetest poet,
let us remember,—
That it 12 sweeter to bleed for an age,
Then to dwell for a moment in ‘chaing.

And let us remember that man’s power
to make his fellow mourn and suffer will
not alwnys exist. Those very troubles that
we all so much abhor, and that no ene feels
with su. much severity as the workman, |
known as lock-vuts and strikes, may be but
a school through which the masses  are
passing to a fairer and more just system of
labor, when the middle man known as mas-
ter shall ceuse to stand between the pro-

“ducer and consumer, and those who do the

work reap the full value of their toil, and

for their exchange.

THE POLICE DIFFICULTY.

The internal eruptions that have. during
the last few months, occurred in our midst
caunot fail to call forth menifestations of
wonder and astonishment from a people so
long accustomed to enjoy the rich aud inesti-
mable blessings Howing from the Christian
spirit of peace and contentment, which has
hitherto been the prized possession of all Cana.
dian subjects. The history of the world, how-
ever, furnishes us with many deplorable in-,
stances, whercundue advantage has heen taken
of this Christianvirtue, expressed by those who
lad been long characterized by ‘a landablo dis-
position to glide along the stream of time
under a calm and peaceful hreeze that invaria-
bly finds its outlet from the genial sky created
by the concentration of love which encircles
the hearts of loyal citizens. It would be diffi-
cult to find, in the annals of Briish history, au
example that conld in the least degree be com-
pared with the exhibitions of tyrranical de-
spotism which the inhabitants of this country
have lately been called upon to witness.

The latest, and, perhaps, the most notorious,
that has engaged the attention of the public is
the unmerited usage to which the police forco
of Toronto have for some time been subjeeten?,
and which bas had the effect of arousing that
most ‘respectable body of public servanisto
rcalize the necessity “of lifting up their voice
against the harsh discipline and silly dogmatic
treatment which a few of their number have
undergone, There is doubtless no class of
men engaged in the civie service that possesses
a greater share of public confidence than our
police constables, andif expressions of public
sympathy will avail them anything in improv-
ing their present condition, we have np doubt
but it will be abundantly lavished upon them.
We regret that the extra pressure upon our
space prevents us enteriny so’ minutely into
the nature ane peculiar features of the pre-
sent dittieulty as we would have desired, and
wlile reserving fora future opporbunity the
privilege of putting on record the evil results
arising from the incompetency of some wooden
ofticials, we would, in the me;intime, express a

desire. that our policeman may continue to
display that same forbearance and: patient
endurance which they have hitherto exhibited
until some effectual menns bhe adopted to
secure for them the fair share of justice which
they arc surely entitled to. B

CABINET AND CHAIRMAKER’S
. -UNION. '

On Saturday evening last & number of
the employees of Hay & Co. met in the
Tomperance  Hull, for the pwrpose of or-
ganizing a Union, in connection with their
trade. Mr. D. McMuray occupied the
chair, and efliciently conducted the business
of the mceting. After suitable remarks
from the chairman and others, the work of
organizing . proceeded, and the following
officers were elected :— '

Mr. D. McMwrray, President.

¢ 0, Coles, Vice-President.

Geeo. Jefirey, Treasurer.
J. Beatty, Rec. Sec.
Shirley, Fin. Sec.
‘Wm. Humphrey, Tyler.
Committee—Mensrs. Dell, Kisner, Find-
ley, Munton and Prior. . .
At the next moeting of the new unjon, to
be ield on call of the executive, the con-
stitution and by-lvws will be submitted,
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-} exclusively to the business of the society,

those who consume receive # just equivalent | .

< TRADES' ASSEMBLY.

An adjourned meeting of the Trades’ As-
sembly, will be held in the Hall, on Tues-
day evening next, at half-past seven o'clock.
An invitation has been extended to all offi-
cors of the various Unions to be in attend-
ance, as matters of importance. will be
subniitted. We trust that cvery delegate
will be present, and also all to whom the
invitation has been extendod.

— i

A RIGHT STEP.

WORKINGMEN'S PROGRESSIVE FOLUITICAT.
: PARTY,

“he working classes -of Lendon, Qnt.,
have taken a step in the right direction.
On Monday night the third wmecting of the
Waorkingmen's™ Progressive Political Party
was held at the Forest City Lodge Room,
at 8 o'clock.  After the minutes of the pre-
vious meeting were read and adopted, the
following ofticers were clocted :

P. B. Flanagan (tanner), President.

Win. Wood (cooper), Vice-President.

B. Bryan (Ed. Westarn Workman), Sec.

John Skerritt (shoemaker), Trens.

Messrs, Geo. Dickson, J. W. Kearns and
John Maybank, Exccutive Committee.

After the cnvollment of a large number
of members, the Executive Conmittee were
instructed to secure a Hall, to be devoted

and open every night for the instruction.
and edification of the working classes.
Various means are to be devised to make
the meetings interesting and beneficial to
the laboring man, and to make them a,
source of enticement to allure him from the
many temptations that beset his leisure
hours.

The Exécutive Committee were instructed
to draft a constitution for the Society.

The meeting then ddjourned, to mect
again on Friday next. :
.. ——l— e e

THE CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES.

In; the House of Commons on Monday
cvening, Mr. Gladstone made his promised
explanation of neégotiations regarding ‘in-
direct claims, and of the position taken by
the Government,

Mr. Gladstone on rising was greeted with
cheers. He said in order to allow an op-
portunity for discussion on statements he
was about to make, he would bring a forinal
motion for an adjournment of the House.
After alluding in terms of praise to the for-
bearance shown by ParAgment dwring the
controversy, he said he would commence
his narrative of its progress with the 18th
of January, when it became known to him
that the claims for indirect damages had
been presented at Geneva as the Awmerican
case. Her Majesty's Govermment protested
on the 3rd of February, that the indircct
claims were not within the scope of the
Treaty of Washington, nor within the in-
tention of - either party to the Treaty.
Sccretary Fish replied in April, that he
thought the Geeneva Board ought to decido
the whole question. The tone of Mr.
Fish's despatch was most courteous.” In
the meantime a commmunication was received
from Gen. Schenck, American Minister, sug-
gesting another course, which would De
acceptpble to England and America. This
was to interchange notes, setting forth the
views, terms and conditions whereon both
would agree to proceed to arbitiation. We
accepted this suggestion, continued Mr.
Gladstone, and carried on correspondence
altogether by telegraph. On Wednesday,
the 8th inst., Predident Grant submitted a
proposition to the United States Senate.
On Thursday, we ascertained that that pro-
position was not precisely as we understood
it shonld be, because of the brevity of the
cable despatch on which it was based. On
Friday, a draft, conveying letters of our
“views, was forwarded to Minister Schenck,
and, although lengthy, was immediately tele-
graphed by him. to Washington on Satur-
day. General Schenck informed Lord
Granville that the President had accepted,
and the Senate entertained that draft. He
(Mr. Gladstone) thought this fact -was
almost equivalent to a ratification. He
begged for a further forbearance of the
House, now that the question was ap-
proaching a satisfactory issue, honowrable
alike to both nations. If succossful in this
negotiation, Her Majesty’s Government,
had & right to exact praise for settling such
a momentous question. The Iast proposal
on the part of Great Britain sustained the

position taken by the Government in the’
Queen’s speech at the beginning of the pre-
sent sossion.  Mr. Gladstone, in conclusion,
said he thought he was not too sanguine in
predicting that the negotiations would re-
sult in a settlement which would redound
to the credit of both parties.

-As Mr. Gladstone took his seat, there was
lond and repeated cheering from all parts
of the House, L

Commmniertions,

THE NINE HOUR MOVEMENT.

Do the Bditor of the Ontario Workman.

S1,—The firm and united manner in
which the workingmen of Canada have. per-
sisted in their just and rensemablo demand
for & reduction of one hour per day from
the hours of labor, has induced some of the
employers to resort to nll sorts of schemes
and dodges to cvade—for the time—this
important question, which aims at the social
elevation of the workingmen of the Do-
minion. One firm in this city have offered
to advance the wages of their men twenty-
five cents per day of ten hours, while anoghor -
has proposed to divide ten per cent. of their
profits among their men on condition that
they continue to work ten hours per day.
It is sincerely to be hoped that nc working-
man in Canada will be induced to accept
cither of these offers in lieu of one hour per
day for recreation and mental improvenient,
for, in obtaining a reduction in the hours
of lubor, we are asconding in the scale of
social elevation to a height which we could
not attain by any othormeans. [thasbeen
urged by some that, shortening the hours
of labor will render the condition of the
workingmen worse than it is now, as it will
give them more time to spend in drinking
and other vicious practices. Such an asser-
tion is a base calumny on those against
whom it is uttered, and if any argument is
required torefute such a statement, I would
refer those who make use of it, to the in-
telligent, forcible, and logical character of
the speeches which the bone jfide working--
men of Canada, with the limited time at
their disposal, have made in support of their-
claim, and which have eljcited the admira-
tion of svme of our professional men. Itis
said that those speeches are all one sided.
This is to a cértain extent true, but the re-
spensibility of that rests with the employers
and not with the workmen, for all the meet-
ings held by the workmen were public, and
were duly announced, and free alike to the
employer and the employed, to discuss this
great question fairly and openly on its
merits, But with scarcely a solitary excep-
tion did the employers come forward in an
honorable and manly way to mect their
workimen, but, on-the contrary, they re-
sorted to the mean and cowardly action of
discharging those who were prominent in
agitating for, or dared even to mention the
Nine Hours, besides endeavoring to crush
unionism among the workmen, the want of
which they (the empleyers) had so much
cause to deprecate did not exist among
themselves in arder to enablo them to carry
out their selfish and tyrranical intentions.
It is impossible almost to over-estimate the
value of Mr. Beatty conceding the Nine
Hours' systemn at the very commencement
of the agitation, for besides being the Leader
in that vespect he was also the Leader in
generously opening the columns of his jour-
nal to the free and impartial discussion of
the great question, to which all other jour-
nals in the city had beon closed, particularly
the Globe, whose only reform consists in
abusing every public servant who is not
guided by its dictation, and in getting its
own party to occupy the treasury benches:
It hus been said that it was policy that in-
duced Mr. Beatty to act as he did ; be that
as it way, it i8 a policy that is working im-
mense good for the workingmen of this
Dominion, and it is a policy that embodies
something holy—yea, more, it is fulfilling
the Divine command, ‘“Do unto others as
you would have others do unto you.” It
has been said also that it is premature to
urge the adoption of the Nine Hours sys-
tem in Canada. Alas! for the toiler, every-
thing is premature with a certuin class that
tends to ameliorate his condition, or to
raise him from the thraldom of unscrupulous
capitalists, to which he has so long been
subject. Is it premature for Canada to
aspire to have her railway system, her tele-
graph system, her merchant’ fleet, her pub-
lic institutions ? and last, but not least, the
dwellings of her capitalists equal to those of
older and wealthier nations? No! Then
neither is it premature for the mass of her
citizens to rise in the scalo of social eleva-
tion ; and we llqe the success-of our kins-
men_in Britain “to stimulate us to fight
manfully and determinadly for the attain-
ment of our purpose.: Let us endeavor to
emulate them in -this respect, and prove
ourselves to be wortliy descendants of our
race, in battling for social elevation, as we
have already proved ourselves to be when
called upon io repeal from our shores the -
invading maraunders from a foreign country.
As we will soon be in the midst of a general
election, it behoves the workingmen of
Canada to bestir themselves to select suit-
able candidates to represent them in Xar-
liament ; men who will legislate for the
benefit and elevation of the toiling thou-
sauds. We must not permit ourselves to
be deluded by the honeyed words of those
who come to seek our suffragos, but we
must be guided by their past actions, and
two important planks in our political plat-
form should be Vote by Ballot and Free Lib-
raries,  We will have no difficulty in carry-
ing any election in the cities or fowns, and
we will be enabled, by a system of organiza-
tion, to at- least dircet those in the rural
districts. By pursuing this course we will
shew our opponents that we are the power,,
and that we are determined to use our
power for the advancemont and improve-
ment of the masses, which should bo the

-aim, and purpose of every true and’ loyal
citizen in this fair Dowinion. -.

. Twao whales, respectively 75 and 80 foet
in lengtl:, weve driven ashore Ly ice aund |
captured it Cape Brotou, o fow days since, |

Yours truly,
Sociarn, ELEVATION, . -

Xoronio, llth May, 1872,



