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dians arc '<easy marks," a compliment to, the blush of
our national youth, and a thought for reflection by two
sorry and sadder stock jobbers.

There cantr be no difference of opinion as to which is
better for the prosperity of Toronto--Ashbridge's Marsh
as a miserable waste, or Ashbridge's Marsh as a site
of an iron and steel industry. The offer made to the
city authorities by Messrs. M,\acKenzie and Mann is busi-
nesslike. The niegotiations conducted by the City
Council must be likewise. On one point there should
bc no doubt, that in exchange for the land, Toronto
obtains an industry.

The new customs treaty is a happy step in more
than one direction. So long as the relations between
Great Britain and France wcre unsatisfactory, there
must have existed to some extent a want of synipathy
between the French Canadians and the Empire. The
entente cordiale between the two nations divided by the
Englishi Channel mnakes it possible for the French Cana-
dians to harmonize their love for France with loyalty to
the British Emnpire. The trade treaty strengthens thîs
good feeling.

B3ank swindles arc too frequent. The average loss
of the banks is but a few hundred dollar,. The latest
example occurred at Orangeville, where t-wo Caniadiani
banks were mulcted by forgers for several hundred
dollars. In mnany cases the forger is successfujl becausei.
of bis plausibility. The Canadian banks carefulhy guiard
against fraud; apparently their identification systemn
could be improved. It migbt be better to offend a cus-
tomer by erring on the side of care rathe2r than toi lose
rnoney.

The United States papers are again filling their
celumns with piffie regarding the Canadian crops. In
a North Dakota paper is an article telling of the -Alberta

crpfailuire. !,' The. journal sasthat "the situation is
so bad that the terni, Sunny Souithern Alberta, is re-
garded as a joke." A dozen other absurd mnisstatements
are printed. There is ani ulterior motive in such
cases. ln this particuilar instance the last paragraphi
in the North Dakota article exlains mluch. -Thiere
is lots of good land in this Statte, and wh1y a farmner
sjould sel] out hiere and go to Canadlato farmi is more
than one is able to uinderstaind."

The reduction in postage on B3ritish newspapers and
m2agazines~ coming into Canada has resulted in a
1,benomenal increasqe in this class of mail. The British
press, as a wuhole, is dlean, although there are somec
notable exceptions. Greater reading of Englishi periodi-
cals means less of those from the United States. WVith ail
~due respect to our continental neîghbor, this is a wel-
copie situation, as largely by such apparent trifes as
increased mail faclilities, and the cultivation of a taste

frthings Britishi rather than American, the Imperia]
sprtbecomes a live thing. The Yankee now makes

th avances to the Dominion. When there is a sup-
plati the 'field, someone ean become independent.

Tlose who can follow clearly the evidence lately
gini connection with the wînding up of the York
La omoanv mav consider theniselve- gifted with

ture of gen*ruine hustle added to the mixture of legal
technicalities should hasten events. Otherwise it would
flot be surprising if the shareholders'had a mighty lot
to say.

The Newfoundland fisheries dispute may become an
historic example of blundering diplomacy. The Im-
perial Government may be blameworthy for many of the
acute phases of the controversy. Premier Bond has,
apparently increased the intricacy of the international
difficulties. Amenability is a most desirable virtue.
Concerning the powers that be it is always advisable to
regard themn as 1such. According to the blue book issued

1 this week, Premier Bond declined to, publîsh an order-in-
counicil as requested by the Imperial Government. It
may be thought that some popular cause is being
strengthened by this display of obstinacy towards the
highest authorities. A Premîer's duty is not to make
trouble. His mission should be pacific. If aught dîsturb
the sercnity of his lands, tact is the best adviser. Ad-
mitting the justice of many of Premier Bond's dlaims,
the fact remains that he has been sadly lacking in the
gentle art of being agreeable.

The recent break in Mackav stocks is thought to be
partly due to the announcement from Glace Bay that
>Marconi will soon be in a position to. send commercial
messages over his wireless systemn. With due respect
to the clever scientist, there is yet scarcely need for
apprehension on the part of Mackay shareholders.
Indeed, there is room for consolation for those who hold
Canadian Marconi stock. This was sold to the public
at five dollars a share, recently quoted as low as eighty
cents, and may now be purchased for a little more than
a dollar. Much progress has been made with the science
of wieestelegraphy., But thiere is a tendency nowadays
to anticipate frequently by miany years the commercial
value of an invention. The cable companies have sub-
jected electricity to commercial use by means ofltheir-
wîvres. MarllCOisek to dictate to Nature, with but very
littie tangible ass-istance. Sending a wireles.s message
is as yet akin In driving a horse without reins. Nature's
obstacles arc frequent, varied, and flot always comnprý-
hqnsible. We do flot desire to discount the remnarkable
and rapid steps Marconi has taken in his work, buit there
is Iitttle cause for alarmn for interested shareholders.
Neithier does there seemn a tendency for the Marconi
stocks to rise.

After perusing certain English journals, it is evident
that the visit of the British newspaper men to Cobalt
was not premature. Hlere is an interesting paragraph
fromn the financial colujnn of a London daily: "~The
Canadians have ailways been deeply imbuied with the
advertising spirit of the age, and the success which has
attended their efforts to attract population and capital
to the laind of the mnaple leaf bas amply ijustified their
atSs'iiuousneýss in this respect. The invitation, on th2
initiative of a bondon firmn of share brokers interested in
Cobalt and àc London firm of advertising agents, to, the
large party of Eýnglîsh journalists which left Liverpool
by tbe "Lusitaniia" Iast Saturday, is the most recent
manifestation of Canadian clverness. The officiaI Invi-
tation issues, however, from the Ontario Government,
andI the net result will be a conspicuous advertisement
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