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"NGLAND BECOME CATHOLIC?
"T;DD;II()NF ‘Dib ENGLAND DECOME PRO-
TESTANT?
INTRODUCTION.

in Tyuvellers forsook their Guides, and how
fivo Cerlei 3l fared wilh them.

of travellers were once journeymn
A ;on;p;:ey;t city in the JSast. Their road Ia%
o lsa Jdanecrous country, and was ratherintricate ;
throutgl; had 2 good party of guides who seemed
butfec‘ﬂ; at home in it, and so they went fearlessly
e:i steadily on.  However, the way was far from
?,2_;“ as smoolh and casy as the tra\j.ellers wauld
have liked it to be; it led them soine times through
thorny brakes, and almost al“:'ays' was on an ascent,
comelimes a very steep ane. This did not at all suit
the taste of some of the travellers, who began to
complain, and to whisper to one another that they
bad very serious doubts whether this difficuit, disa-
eable road was the right one. « Depend upon it,”
gid one, * these guides are talcm:g; us wrong, and
bringing us into all these difficulties, just to make
themselves of consequence, and to make a demand
tpon us afterwards for more pay.”> An.d, after all,”
wid another, ¥what do we want of guides ?‘ Yo.u
e they have cach 2 map of the country in their
kends: if we had but that, we could find our way for
aurselves just as well as they can tell it us, and much
tetter? At this bright thought they were much
dclighted ; and seizing several copies of the map, they
tnacked down such of the guides as attempted to
ofer any resistance, and set off across the country
to find out.the right road by themselves. But though
they were all together in the same place at the mo-
aent when they did this, and although the copies of
. the map which they had scized were all exactly alike,
7¢t, 28 soon as they began to move forward, they im-
mediately took different directions, so that in a few
mioutes they were completely scattered.  Some,
indeed, steadily followed the few guides who survived,
and these kept close together, just as they had tra-
wlled on from he first; butof the rest scarcely any
tro chose the same path; onc darted off in this di-
rection, another in that, each all the while shouting
out that he was right and the vest wrong; and what
semed most strange, each confidently appealing to
te map he beld in his hand in proof of what he said.
Yet, as you have already heard, it was the self-same
map, of which they all had good and perfect copies;
but somehow or other, they each contrived to under-
stand its lines and colors differently.  Perlaps there
ws some key to it which they did not possess, or did
oot know how to use j but this is a part of their his-
try which we are not going to inquire about to-day.
Iwill only add, that when those travellers, who had
remained faithful to the old guides, saw all this dis-
wrbance amongst those who had deserted them,—
Shen they saw how some sunk into hidden pits and
dwppeared altogetlier, while the rest still kept on
shouting, and running hither and thither,—they con-
grtulated one another very heartily that they had
ot been seduced into following the example of the
Tnaways, whose chance of reaching the great city
they thought not much to be depended on.

Now, is not the state of the people of this country
at }hp present moment with reference to matters of
telizion, very much the same as that of these run-
amay travellers with veference to their knowledge of
teroad in which they ought to travel? We are
Al agreed,—at least all for whom these pages are
ntended,—that God has revealed to man the way of
tuth ; nay, we have our map of the road ; thereis
abook in the hands of cvery enc of us, which weare
dlagreed in calling the Word of God,and which, as
“me of us say, contains this way of truth so plainly,
fully, and distinetly tanght, that there can be no mis-
ke about it3 and yet as to what that way of truth
5 we hold-as many different opinions as did those
tarellers as ta the right road. Morcover, in one
&y serious respect, we are far worse off than the
tavelleis ; there may be more than one road leading
2 city ; but there cannot—if God has really re-
vealad any religion at ali—there cannot be mare than
one retigion that is true.  Any how, two roads lead-
g In opposite directions, cannot both end in the
:am:.: place 5 and two religious doctrines which con-
l:lt:mt cach other cannot, by any possibility, both be
utYet we meet with such contradictions in doctrine

h}’-\’e}'y step in this counlry, and that on points
;k“'-h_ are of real, Yiving consequence to us all.  To
litt]e ouly one instance: we most of us carry our
tho:u l:nlants to be baptized; and any mother whose
iy ks ga decper than the mere exfernal ceremony,
P nnlural'iy w;sh to know what good she may
Nll.’eFt.hF" child to receive from it, Tet her ask her

'8lous neighbors = some will ‘tell-her that the child

is cleansed in this water from the stain of sin which
he has inherited from Adam; others will say tlat
this is quite a mistake, that the child gets no good at
all, that it is a mere ceremony ; others, again, will
tell her that it is wrong to baptize her children whilst
they are so young, she should wait till they are grown
up and able to think and judge for themsclves; and,
lastly, there are others who will not liesitate to assure
her that they ought never to be baptized at all.

"This is only one point among a thousand that might
be selected; but it is a very important one; and
even if it were the only point on which there wasa
difference of opinion, it would be extremely puzziing
to any who trouble themselves to think about yeligion
atall. What shall we say, then, when we consider
that there is nota single doctrine upon which there is
not a similar variety of opinions; when we are not
even agreed on the one great doctrine which, one
would think, must concern the very {oundation of our
religion; I mean, as to whether our blessed Lord
Tesus Clurist is God as well as man?

Now this is so strange a state of things, that onc
cannot help asking whether it was always soj
whether the Christian religion made its first appear-
ance in this country in that motley dress and with
that discordant voice which it now has; or, if not,
how it became such as it now is among us ? in other
words, we would ask two plain and simple questions:
first, 1low did England become Christian? and, sc-
condly, Iow did it become Drotestant?

IIOW DID ENGLAND BECOME CHRISTIANT

Thirteen hundred years ago—that is, five hundred
and fifty years after our Liord’s birth-—IEngland was
2 heathen counfry. I do not mean tosay, that there
was not a single Clristian in it: there were a few;
but those few had been driven into the mountains of
Wales and Cornwall by the Angles, or Anglo Sax-
ons, our. forefathers, from wlhose name we are now
called English. These -Angles were pagans, and
they were not the first inhabitants of this country, but
had come over [ram their own land, Germany, on
pretence of helping the native people, the Britons,
against their enemies, the Scots, This tliey really
did at first; but afterwards they turned their arms
against the Britons themselves, and step by step,con-
quered the whole island, making a dreadful slaughter
of the people, and driving such of them as were left
inlo those parts which I have mentioned.  Whether
these few Christian natives were alraid to come out
and show themselves, or whether they were nat very
zealous about their religion, I cannot say; any how
it is certain, that, from some cause or other, they did
not exert themsclves to convert the heathen people
who had conquered them. The whole of England,
excepting only Wales and a part of Cornwall, lay in
utter heathen darkness and ignorance, in the year of
our Lord 596.

Oue day, however, carly in the spring of the fol-
lowing year, there landed on the coast of the island
of Thanet, in Kent, a company of venerable men,
about forty in number, clad in fong black Labits,with
one at their hiead, whom they seemed all toreverence
and obey; and as soon as they were landed, they
sent messengers, (whom they brouglt from France as
interpreters,) to the king of the country, telling hin
that they weve come from Rome, the bearers ol glad
tidings, which, if he would but hear them, would
bring him to never-cnding happiness after death. The
king, whose name was Ethetbert, scems to bave
guessed immediately what this meant; for, though he
was himself a heathen, he had yet heard of the
Christian religion, because he had a Christian wifc,
called Bertha, a princess from France. Therefore
he sent a courteous message to the strangers, prayimg
that they would remain in the island where they had
landed, and where he gave directions that they should
receive all hospitality, and promiscd soon to visit
them. :

Accordingly, after a few days, the king went to the
island with a great company of peaple, and invited the
strangers to a conference, sitting in the open air; far,
from some superstitious fancy, he was afraid of meet-
ing them under a roof. Lhey came then into his
presence, one of them bearing a silver cross for their
standard, and another a picture of our blessed Liord;
and all with one voice singing litanies, and praying to
God for their own salvation and that of the people to
whom they had come. ‘Then, at the king’s comnmand,
they sat down ; and their chief, who was called Au-
gustin, preached, by means of lis interpreters, the
gospel of Christ to the king and all his nobles ; and
the king made him a kind and wise answer, that the
words he bad spoken scemed of blessed promise ; but
that they were neiv to him, and that he could net
leave his ald religion for & new one, witbout under-
standing the reason of the case ; since, however, he
conld not doubt but that the reverend strangers really
believed themselves what they desired to teach lrim,
and had nothing in view but his own good and that
of his people, be wouldnot iojure them, but rather

hinder them from preaching the faith.

And he eertainly did receive them with princely
hospitality, for he set apart for their use a large man-
sion in Canterbury, which was the eapital city of his
kingdom, and provided for them maintenance, giving
them at the same time, as he had promised, full liberty
to teach and to preach. 'T'bey went, therefore, to
the city of Cauterbury, carrying before them, as at
their landing, the cross and the pizture of cur Lerd,
and chanting with one voice this prayer: * We pray
thee, O Lord, of Thy great merey, that Thy fury and |
"Thine anger may be turned away from this city, and
from Thy lioly house ; for we have sinned. Allcluia.”

‘When thus established in Canterbury, we are told
that they led an apostolic lifc, in fastings, in watcl-
ings, and in continual prayer; and preached the
Word of God 1o as many as they could reach, des-
pising the things of this world, as matters in which
they bad no concern, and receiving {rom those whom
they taught just what was neediul to their daily food,
and no more.  And the result of all this was, that
many, admiring the innocence of their lives and the
heavenly sweetness of their teaching, believed aad
were baplized; and the king himself, Lefore long,
having searched out the truth of their doctrine, was
convinced, gave wp bis idols, and became o Christian.
Tie was then, of course, earnestly desirous that lis
people also should receive the true faith ; but this he
left entircly to their own conscienee, for he had been
taught by those who had instructed himin 1he Chris-
tian faith, that the service of Christ must be, not
cnforced, but of free-will,  Xlowever, it was not
long before he had the happiness of seeing bis whele
kingdom, or at least great numbers in it, become
Christian ;—and then Augustin according to com-
mands which lie had received-—not from the king, but
from some one else, whom we shall mention presently
—went over to I'rance, to the Avchbishop of- Arles,
and by him was consecrated the first Archbishop of
Canterbury.

Thus was the sced of the faith first sown among
our {orefsthers 3 and.soon it grew upinto a great
tree; for, before 2 hundred years had passed, the
country was Christian from sea to sea, and the whole
nation of the Angles, as we are told, praised God
“with one heart and with one voice.”

We may gather irom what has been said, 1, that
the Christianity which was thus gldly received by
our forefathers was onc religion, not many, for it was
fist preached by one company of men living all
together; and 2. that it was one with the religion of
other countries, or else Augustin would scarcely have
gone into rance to be mude Bishop, Here, then,
are two respects in which it was mightily unlike
English Chwstianity of the present day, for that is
altogcther different from the Christianity of all other
countries, and also allogether divided against itselll

‘What, then, was the Christianity of Auguslin?
Who were he and his company 7 'Whenee did they
come, and who seat them?

T'o this I answer, that their Christianity was the
Catliwlic faith,—that they themselves were Catholic
monks,—that they came {rom BRome,—~md that they
were sent by the Pope.

Impossible, you will say ; if they had Leen Catho-
lics, they would not have prayed to God, as we hear
they did, bat to images of wood and stone 5 still less
would they have taught King Ithelbert to leave his
people’s religion to their own conscicaces ; on the
contrary, they would certainly have made Lim torture
and burn them; indeed, if they had been Catholics,
so wise and good 2 king as Tithelbert would never
have received them at all ;—and, as to the Pope hav-
ing sent them, we Lnow that he is Antichrist, and
how could Antichrist send missionaries to bring people
to the worship of Christ?

Ab, these are difficulties which Lcannot attempt fo
answer all in a minute ; indeed, 1 shall not attempt at
present to give a direct answer to any of them; I
would only just beg of you to reflect whether you are
quite sure that all these stalements are true.  Are
you quite sure that Cathelics pray to graven images,
instead of God? Are you quile sure that the
Catholic religion is cruel and intolerant?  Are you
quite sure that the Pope is Antichrist? ITowever,
whether you are sure of these things or mot, and
whether these things really are so or not, makes no
dilference to our present listory.. Any how, it is cer-
tainly and undeniably true, that Augustin and his
companions were Catholie mgies, and that they came
from Rome, and that it was the Pope who sent them.

Who was this Pope, then? and how came he
to send missionaries to England, to convert our
‘heathen forefathers to Christianity ¥

There was a man named Gregory,a Roman by
birth, and of noble family, whoin the bloom of youtlt
wishing to give himself up catirely to the service of
Clirist, retired from the world into a monastery in

Rome, whick still exists, and where the, very rooms

receive them with due hospitality, and in no way f he inhabited, the very fable at which he used to feed

the poor, and many other memorials of him, way still
be seen.  ere he labored by prayer and chedicnee
to perfect bis soul in holiness, and so far sucseeded.
that, as we are told, all worldly things scemed to be
under lis feet, and lis spirit burst, as it were, the pri-
son of the {lesh through holy contemplation.  How-
ever, he was not only a very spivitually-minded man,
but also & man of great talent; and so he could not
be feft in peace in bis monastery, but was sent by
those whom he was bound to obey to the great city
of Constantinople, on somne business to the Roman
emperor, whose court was held there. * But he was
so afraid of his soul Josing in the world some of the
holiness it had gained in retirement, that be used to
keep always near him some brethren lie hiad brought
from the monastery ; and with them he devoted to
prayer and study cvery moment he could spare from
business. At last, to lis great joy, he was allowed
o return to Rome.

One day be was walking in the forum, or market
place al Rome, which is not very far from his monas-
tery, and he saw standing there, to he sold #3 slaves.
a group of young boys, whom lie knew at once, from
their golden hair, blue eyes, and fair blooming cheeks,
were not Halian, e asked who they were; and
when he was told that they were from the distast
island of Britain, and belonged to a pagan people,
who were all of the same complexion, he sighed
deeply, and said, * What a pity that men of snch
radiact countenances should he in the power of the
spirits of darkness!”  And then having inquired
their name, and being told that they were called
Angles, “ Angles?” he said, ©Angels, rather,—if
they were but Christian.”  T"rom the moment of that
accidental mecting, the Jonging wish to turn that
people of fair-haired strangers o the faith of Ciirist,
was uppermost in Gregory’s heart.  Ilis first desire
was (o come himself to preach to them; and this he
attempted (o do; but the Roman people, by whom
he was mueh beloved, would not liear of lis leaving
the eity; so hie was obliged for a time to forego his
claritable purpose.

At last, however, strange as it may seem to ycu.
this good, loving, holy man was made Pope.  And
then, as he had full power to send missionariey
swherever lie plensed, bis first care was to dispateh
Augustin and his companions to England. “Chey did
not much like the prospect of their work ; hecause,
in the first place, they had a new, and what they con-
sidered a barbarous language to learn; and, in the
nest place, all they heard of our forefathers them-
selves was not very encouraging ; for,if the truthmust
be told, I am alraid they were not at that time much
better than barbarians. Disheartened by these con-
siderations, tbey actually sent back mmcssengers. to
Gregory, after they had gone some way on their
journey, to beg to belet off.  But he would not hear
of it; on the contrary, telling them to remember
what our Lord has said, that he who pulteth his hand
ta the plough and leoketh lhack, is not worthy of the
kingdom of Giod, he encouraged and commanded them
to persevere 5 and it was by his command also, both
that Augustin, when he had succeeded in converting
so large a number from the kingdom of Kent, wend
over o Arles to be consccrated, and also that the
Acrchbishop of Atles couseerated him.

And now one word more before we close this fust
part of our subject.  ITow eame the Pope to have
such power, that he could send Augustin and his
brethren hither and thither as he pleased? and that
he could command the Arclibishop of Arles to con-
secrate Augustin Bishop? and how came they all to
ebey him?

I suppose you know that the Pope is the Bishop of
TRRome, and that Rome at the time ol our Saviour’s
birth, was the gqapital city of the whale world. You
know also, that when our blessed Tiord left IHis homa
at Nazarcth, to preach throughout Judea the-glad
tidings of IHis kingdom, e called te him, one after
another, twelve men, 1lis twelve Aposties, whom EHe
chose out of the world to be the princes and pastors
of 1lis Churcl, in Ilis stead, when e should have
ascended up into heaven.  Ope of these, called Si-
mon, He was pleased to mark out for especial honor;
first, by giving himn the name of Peter, which sigrifics
a rock, telling him at {he sawme time, that on that rock
He would build His Church; then, by committing to
him the keys of the kingdom of beaven; and lastly,
after His resurrcction, by thrice solemnly charging
him to feed His sheep. From these and other marks
of houor conferred by our Lord on St. Peter, the
whole Christian Church, from the beginning looked
upon him as the Prince of the Aposties. After
our Lord’s death, St. Peter went to Rome, and be-
came Bishop of that city ; and both he, and all the
Bishops who have come after him, one after anothery’
without interruption, even to the present day, have.
always been looked upon by the whole Catholis. -

Church as its visible head uvpon earth, whom all ™



