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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The 30th instant is now spoken of as the day
fixed for the meeting of Congress to settle the
affairs of the Italian DPeninsula, and upon whose
decision depend ihe fortunes of Europe, and in-
deed of the civilized world. Peace we are told
by the diplomatisis will be preserved ; but n
spite of these flattering promises, there is still
smuch uneasiness, as to the good faith of the
Sardinian Government. ¢ I all the allies”—
says the T¢mes’ Paris correspondent— directly
interested in the Italian question were actuated
by good faith, we might reasonably aaticipate
the fulflment of the assuraace given by Lord
Malmesbury, that peace will not be broken, and
that the Congress will end in those results which
all Burope desires.” The writer bowever plamn-
Iy hiots that, of the parties to the Congress, some
ar? not in good faith ; and seems to doubt of any
very satisfactory settlement of the Italian ques-
tion, without an appeal to arms,

The defeat of Lord Derby’s Minisiry by a
majority of 39 upon Lord John Russell’s amend-
1ment to the motion for the second reading of the
naw Reform Bill, would seem to indicate that
the resignation of the Cabmet was inevitable ;
though up 1o the latest dates, we bad not receiv-
ed ether the news of that resiguation having

been tendered, or the names of the prabable suc- |

cessors.
In Ireland by dint of skiiful jury-packing, hard
swearing, and well paid inforiners, the govern-
ment had succeeded in obtaining at Tralee a
verdict of guilty agamnst one of the Pheenix prison-
ers. Thereign of Titus Oates isagain inaugurated
in Ireland ; and perjury is again at a premium as
in the duys of the Popish Plot. We caonot,
tberefore, but rejoice at the defeat of the Derby
Muistry, and the probable speedy retirement of
M.M. Whiteside and Napier into private hfe.—
In Galway there had been very serious riots aris-
ing cut of a visit to that City by Mr. George
Brown’s obscene friend Gavazzi. This is, of
course, to be regretted, for the cause of truth
was never yet promotsd by rioting and violence ;
«nd as to this fellow Gavazzi in particular, it may
safely be said, that he would have been morally
dead long ago, had it not been for the improper
_ notice taken of him by headstrong and imprudent
members of the Chureh. Tt is as foolish, as it is
wicked and contrary to the spirit and direct
teachings of the Church, to employ physical force,
or threats of force against suck fellowsas Gavaz-
zi, Achilli, &e., &e. ; for by so doing Catholics
not only bring disgrace upon themselves, but se-
cure a triumph for theic adversaries. Violence,
and brutality Catholics should leave to Protest-
ants, for :hese are the natural weapons of Iro-
testantisin 5 by means of which alone its first vic-
tories were achieved, and by which alone it can
maintain itself at the preseat day.

As we were going to press, the Arabiais
telegraphed at Halifox ; Lier aews is iinportant.
Lord Derby bas determnined to try a general
election, rather than resign,thus prolonging his
tenure of oflice. The vesult of this appeal is
doubtful ; for whilst Ministeral losses are almost
certain in Ireland, where, on account of the
Phenix Trials, the Derby Ministry is unpopular,
it is not near so certain thal what js lost in Ire-
land, will be compensuled by gains in Great
Britam,

Oo the Continent all seemed to indicate an
appeal to armns. Austria insists that Sardinia
shall disarm, as a ‘preliminary to (he meeting of
Congress. Sardinia continues her hostile pre-
parations; and treops are on their march from
Vienna to Ttaly. 'I'he chances seem then at kst

- strongly in faver of 2 European War.

PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT.

Lecistamive Couxcin.—This bramch of the
Leguslature, has seen fit to undo the work of the

- other House ; and to reimnpose the restriclive
clauses, with reference to giits and bequests to

. religious, charitable, and educational corporations,
" which were rejected by the Legislative Assem
bly. It now remains to be seen, whether he lat-

ter will suijmii: to-be digtﬁ_te_d to ;_\p‘r_i.f:',‘r l';a.n.ldn‘gst.
its members, there be energy and honesty. enough
to insist that its decision shall be respected’ and

_ | maintained. ,‘.T_‘ll'e prindiple at éiakgj is a great
one, and well worthy of a struggle. - It involves:

the questions whether the individual has the right
to give or bequeath of his own as he pleases ;—
or whether, to please the morbid batred of the
Mawworms of Upper Canada, a gratuitous and
wanton insult shall be offered to our Clergy ; the
automony of Lower Canada shall be trampled
under foot ; and a monstrous outrage perpetrated
upon the right of the individual to do as he
pleases with his own. For it 1s indeed monstrous,
that, whilst the law leaves every man at liberty
to endow a brotlel if he so pleases, to give of
his substance for the support of prostitutes and
the encouragement of debauchery ; it shouid in-
terfere to prevent any one from setting aside 2
portion of his wealth for the support of religion,
or the relief of his suffering fellow-creaturey.—
Tt is argued by Protestants that the unseemly so-
licitations to which the sick are exposed on their
death-beds from a grasping and unprincipled
clergy, render these restrictions necessary 5 and
as we have no desire to impose our will as law
upon Protestants; as the latter are no doubt
well acquainted with the character of their own
clergy, with whom they are intimate ; but can
have nn personal knowledge of that of Catholic

in coutact, thaugh they evidently form their opi-
nions of the latter, from what they observe in
the former ; we have no ohjections whatever to
their imposing any restrictions they please upon
the minsters of their own religion. What we
object to, as illogical in theory and iniquitous in
practice is, that Protestants should judgze the Ca-
tholic clergy by what they observe in the Snaw-
leys, the Pecksniffs, and Stigginses of their respec-
tive conventicles ; and that they should seek to
impose upon the former, infamous legal disabih-
ties which may indeed be very necessary and ur-
gently called for,in the case of the latter. We
claim in short, for Catlelies the exclusive nizht
to legislate for their own particular institutions ;

restrictions upon Protestant institutions as they,
from their well grounded distrust of the honesty
and religious principles of the ministers with
whom they are constantly m communication, and
of whom aloue they bave any personal know-
ledge—may deem vecessary.

The time of the Legishative Assembly has
been for the most part occupied with the discus-
ston of the Ministerial Seignorial Tenure Reso-
lutions ; which, after a violent and unusually pro-
tracted debate, were carried by a large majority.
Though it falls not within our province as a re-
ligious journal, to pronounce any opinion upon
the merits or demerits of M. Cartier’s scheme,
we cannot refrain fram noticing the unjust and
illogical attacks that, in comection therewith,
bave been made on the Seminary of St. Suipice
of this city.

By the measure introduced by the Government
for finally settling the Seignorial Tenure ia Ca-
nada, the Seminary will, of course, be deprived
of its Seignoral rights ; which were guaranteed to
it by the British Government, and solemnly ratifi-
ed by an Act known as the Ordinance of 1840.
It is, therefore, proposed, thut. for the pecuniary
injury thereby inflicted upoi :ue Scinmary for
the benefit of the esotire conuaunity, whose im-
terests are said to require the zholition of the
Seignorial system, a pecunicry compensation be
made to the Seminary; an arrangement one
would think most equitable ; one which is always
recognised in all other cases where the State
seizes upon private property for public purposes ;
and whose justice would in this case be at once
recognised, were il not that the compeusation
is to be made toa Catholic propricior. But
hecause an equivalent, or rather something ap-
proaching to an equivalent, is offered to the gen-
tlemen of the Seminary in compensation for the
loss of their Seignorial dues, the Protestant press
at once raises its how!l against them, as guilty of
unparailed rapacity,

To all this it is sufficient to answer that the
arrangement now proposed by M. Cartier’s mea-
sure, is not of the Sewminary’s secking; that if

Ordinance of 1840; but that, if for the purpose
of getting rid of the Seignorial system, the terms
of that Act and solemnr public arrangemeat, be
set aside, to the detriment of one of the parties
thereunto, the latter has the right to demand full
pecuniary compensation for the injury thereby
inflicted vpon it. No doubt it would be far more
agreeuble to our Protestunt fellow-citizens, far
more in consomance with Protestant traditions
and the practice of Trotestants, were the State-
to conliscate the property of the Seminary, with-
out tendering any compensation whatsoever. But
it does not follow that because Protestants are
insensible to the requirements of honar and jus-
tice ; because to then the Almighty Dollar s
the sole legitimate object of worship, in whose
service they are ready to do any amount of dirty
work ; that we in Canada should imitate the
cxample set us by the Church robbers and Con-
vent plunderers of Europe; or that to gratify

the morbid hatred of the non-Catholic community

Priests and Religious,with whom they never come !

leaving to Protestants the right to impose such .

allowed, it would be well content to abide by the |

agninéi Catbd'!ic' institutions; we. shoild: violate:
faith; or ‘break our 'solemn engagements. ' =
- On Monday Mr. McGee brought under the

notice of the Flouse, the series of outrages’

lately perpetrated agunst the Catholics of Saint
Thomas ; and called upon the Orange Attorney-
General to interfere to put a check upon the
“ Scarlet Brothers®” audacity. Upon the night
of the 1st instant, it appears that the Catholic
Church at St- Thomas was attacked, and the
life of the Rev. M. Frachon menaced by a gang
of champions of  civmil and religious hiberty ;"
and that but for the timely arrival of assistance,
the Priest wonld in all probability bave been
murdered. The attack was repeated on the fol-
lowing night ; but_tlis time the Cataolic Ilaity
were on the alert, and have subsequently offered
a reward for the apprehension of the aggressors ;
our Orange Attorney General, of course, not
deeming it worth his while to interfere with the
freaks of lus % Dear Brothers® exercised at the
expence of mere Papists. T'o this state of things,
so highly ereditable to the admnistration of jus-
tice in Upper Canada, Mr. McGee called the
attention of the House.

Thus goaded, the Atiorney-General made an-
swer that he had never heard of the outrages
cominitted at St. Thomas ; tough more than two
weeks hud elapsed, and though the unprotected
Catholies of St. Thomas had held meetings, and
publizly offered rewards for the arrest of the riot-
ers! Bat he promised that the County Attor-
ney should be instructed to see that protection for
the future be extended to the Rev, M. Frachon,
and that steps should be taken to bring the guilty
parties to justice.

Tt would scem, liowerer, that though the At-
torney-General was, last week, personally applied
to for prolection by the Rev. M, Frachon, the
outrages complained of have been continued ; and
that only last Iriday, the reverend gentleman
had been stabbed in his own house by two ruf-
fians, whose inurderous designs bad been fortu-
nately frustrated, in consequence of therr blow
having been badly aimed. The knife struck upon
the ribs of therwr intended victim, and glanced off
from the region of the beart towards which it
was directed. We shall wateh with much inte-
rest the progress of this affuir ; but we must can-
didly confess that from an Orange Executive we
do not expect any redress for wrongs perpetrated
upon mere Papists. Particulars of this murde-
rous outrage will be found in another column—
furnished by the Toronto Colonist of the 19th
inst,

There seem to be now vo prospects of a spee-
dy prorogation. Indeed there is but one way to
diminish the length of the Sessions—and that is
to curtail the members of Parliament’s wages.—
So long as they find themselves so well paid as
they now are, for doing so' little as they now_do,
it is to be feared that they will continue to talk
against tume, dnd to use every artifice to prolong
the period of their legislative functions. They
are far too well paid,and ¢tbat’s a fact,” as
brother Jonathan would say.

On the 20th, the Bill to incorporate the Saint
Bridget’s Asyluma, was brought down from the
Council, to the Legislative Assembly as amended
by the former. The Provincial Secretary, how-
ever, withdrew the Bill, as its promoters scorn to
accept it with its insulting restrictive clauses.—
Far tkis we honor them ; and we thank the Pro-
vincial Secretary for refusing to proceed with
tbe Bill. Upon this question the motto of Ca-
tholics should be ¢ No Surrender.”

Prace anp Porirics.— The same object,
viewed by equally ' clear-sighted men, but from
different stand-points, may present itself under
very different aspects. And so with reference
to the question of whether it be more prudent on
the part of Catholics o ally themselves, or make
cotnmon political cause, with either the ¢ Clear-
Grits” or the Orange faction—or else to remain
aloof from both, in the attitude of Independent
Opposition—there is betwixt tlie Toronto Free-
man and the TRUE WITNESS, a great discre-
pancy of opinion. We advocate the policy of
« Independent Opposition,” as the policy alone
caleulated to promote the honor and interests of
{he Catholic body. The Freemdann, on the other
hand, advocates in so far as the Catholics of Up-
per Capada are concerned, an alliance with the
party known as® Clear-Grts 37 of which George
Brown is the head, or as Mr, Gowan would say,
the « Alpha and Omega.” ‘

' We cannot, argues the Freeman, speaking in
the name of the Catholics of the Upper Province,
we cannot ¢ stand alool from both parties ;” for,
if we do, © what is to become of us?” And he
continues :~— '

“What wonld be the comsequence were we to
sccedo from both the parties, who occupy the politi-
cal fie)d in this country, to remain isolated and in.
active?” (Tt does not follow that, because “isolal-
ed,” the Catbolies of Upper Canadn need be *inac-
tive) © Why'—continues the Freemun —- it is
clear we coild not command suflicient influence to
obtain for the starving laborer employment, even as
a seavenger.” L

Wow did we view political objects from the

same stand-point as does the Freemaz ; could
we bring ourselves to believe that the one great
and sole legitimate.end of ull political action was
to obtain a share in the bestowal of government
patrouage ; o get a situation for this man in the

;Q'iis'to'm "Hbdﬁe, or a : jdb for thé‘l;" nién. in .{he:‘Cor-

.| poration; if Place, were the goal, {owards which
-alone we. had to strive; and place-hunting - the

great, indeed the sole end of man’s existence ;
then no doubt we should agree with our Toronto
cotemporary ; and with bim should scout a course
of policy—the adoption of which would not # ob-
tain for the starving laborer employment even as
a scavenger.”

But believing as we do, that there are objects
more worthy of the honest man’s ambition than
Governmenl situations—bolding, as we hold, that
“ place-hunting” is as as dirty and dishonorable
under a Brown-Dorion administration 41 posse,
as under a Cartier-Macdonald administration in
esse; and as we do not pretend even, that the
political course winch we advocate would obtam
employment for any man, either as a scavenger,
or in any other department—our cotemporary’s
arguments have no farce with us; and our opi-
nions as to the impolicy, and ndeed infamy of an
alliance betwixt Catholies, and the * Clear-Grit®
follosrers of George Brown, remain unchanged.

We admit frankly, we have never altempted
to conceal, the facts, that the policy of ¢ Inde-
pendent Opposition” by us advocated, can never
lead to place or salary ; that no one who adopts
it need ever expect to improve his materal con-
dition thereby ; aud that it is a policy which no
man who enfers upon public life with any view of
promoling bis personal interests, with any idea of
“ betng provided for,” as the cant plrase is—
will be simple enough to follow. It is a policy
1 short, which requires haperatively of all who
adopt it, a perfect disinterestedness, and a total
abnegation of self; it is a policy which requires
us to follow the path of duty without swerving to
the right hand or to the left, whether it lead to
the Capital, or to the Tarpeian rock. It is not
therefore a policy that is likely ever to become
generally popular. It will; we admit, not obtain
lor any man * employment even as a scavenger,”
or in any other dirty work.

But, on the other hand, as no honest Catholic,
no Catholic with the feelings of a gentleman,
would for a moment so much as entertain even a
proposition to ally himsell with Mr. Geo. Brown
and his triends, so long as the latter are what
they are, and during the course of the present
session have approved themselves to be; so
neither can the honest and cousistent Catholic
ally bimself with the Orangemen, who indeed are
Mr. Brown’s only natural allies. In so far there-
fore as parties in Upper Canada are concerned
—and if therc be no political party distinct from
the Orangemen on the one hand, and the ¢ Clear
Grits” on the other—iut is the bounden duty of
the Catholic to keep aloof from both, though not
to remain “ inaclive ;” and if he consults his own
honor and the interests of lus religion, to the po-
licy of % Independent Opposition” hke will ad-
here ; even though that policy may not lead to
his procuring * employment even as a scavenger.”
Indeed we cannot conceive how any Catholic—
unless it be one who is ready to sell himself, soul
and body, to any party that will pay him his
price, and whose terms having been scornfully
rejected by one party, carries the damaged goods
to another market—can even for a moment seri-
ously entertain the thoughts of a Brown alliance ;
until such time at least as Mr. George Brown,
the advocate of Gavazzi, and every other lewd
libeller of the Church, shall have done public
penance for his sins by an abject public apology ;
and by his votes in the House made some atone-
ment or reparation for his past offences. Now
nane of these things has Mr. George Brown done,
or is Mr. Brown likely to co; we do lrust there-
fore that, not even for the sake of obtaizing em-
ployinent as political scavenger to a Brown ad-
ministration, any Irishinan shall be found vile
enough {o advocate an alliance betwixt Catholics,
and the impenitent slanderer of their Clerpy,
their Religious and their Church—a fellow who
has never manifested even the slightest contrition
for his sins. :

And at the risk of incurring the wrath of the
Freeman, we will still contend that the only pru-
dert, the only honorable and profitable political
aliiance that the Catholics of Upper Canada can
form, is one with their bretlven and co-religion-
ists of Tower Canada ; united to them, as the lat-
ter are, by the ties of blood, and of a common
faith. There may be, we admt it with regret,
foolish national jealousies which have hitherto
kept apart those whom the voice of inferest,
whom the voice of honor, and the voice of re-
ligion, bid to be united. But it is—and the Free-
man will pardon us for telling bim so, n return
for much good advice thrown away upon our
humble selves—it is duty of the Catholic journal-
ist to seek rather to (ill up, or bridge over, thar
to widen, the gulf that now yawns betwixt his. co-
religionists of different national origins ; and sure
we are that our Toronto colemporary is unjust
when he goes 30 far as to speak ¢ of the utter im-
practicability of such an union”—a union of Ca-
nadian and Irish Catholics—because of  the
deep rooted antipathy felt by gvén the Franco-
Canadian child, against our race and country.”—
This is untrue and ungenerous. 'There is much
jealousy we admit, betwixt the two races; the
patives of the Lower Provinee may not, in many

instances, have done justice to the virtues, the

:;T;?‘;ﬁ‘.‘:r;?gﬁr::r:zs :bf ;the Trish ; ‘amongst
found, to say the least ‘ns o bers, may be

> Jeast,.2s many men morally apq
mtellectaally qualified to cantrol the destinies anq
shed lustre on tLe history of Canada, as amongst
any oth?r portion-of our community. All tl;;e
:; a::(;t:i ::ll(l) rdeei')tio:; a;tand,it is because we ad:

- an re It we deprecate a poly,
which, if carried out by the Catholics of Up e)'
Canada, would only tend to widen and perpetuZt:
the breach.now unhappily open betwixt them and
the Catholics of Lower Canada,

N.o! the interests of the Catholics of bLoth
sections of the Pravince are identical, They
e s o o bty e of o

i er, without the othe,
su[fgrmg also ;'an_d in that it is so, they are boung
by the very principle of self-preservation to ajg
and comfort one another. This for years ligg
been the burdea of our song. Tt is this that we
have urged upon the Catholics of Lower Caua-
da, when disposed to treat the questions of Se-
parate Schools and Orangeism as questions 1y
}vhich the Catholics of Upper Canada alone were
wterested.  'With this indiference to their owp
best wterests, as well as to those of their perse-
coted brethren in the Upper Pronnpe 5 with this
short-sightedness and inconcei\'nble'apathy, we
lm.ve many a tune reproached the men of zoo(
principles —lons principes—of Lower Canada :
and yel it is with regret that we see it he
sume indiflerence, the same short-sightedness are
recommended by the Toronto Freeman to the
Catholics of Upper Canadu, as the height of po-
litical wisdom. 2 speaks of a cordial union of
the Catholics of both sections of the Province,
and of all origins, with one another, as # danger-
oug, impolitic, and unpracticalile.” Tt woul& bo
s0, he argues, because it would lead to the cstal-
lishment of ““a wall of separation between our.
selves”—the Catholics of Upper Canada—¢ apg
our Protestant fellow-subjects, which would shyt
us out from all political, social, and even business
intercourse ;7 and such an exclusion from all
share i the spails of patronage, from all hopes of
place, of salaries, and jobs, from all hopes of ob-
taining * employment even as a seavenger,” wouid
e an evil too great for the Toronto Freeman
to endure, whilst the very thoughts of it almost
bring tears into his eyes.

But bere again, from our indifference to jobs,
and our disregard of the favorite sport of the
place-hunter, the Freemnan and the True Wrr-
NESS are once imore at issue. Granting, for the
sake of argument, that the ill-will of Protestants
would follow the course of policy by us recom-
mended, we should find therein but a proof of its
souudness ; for that which provokes the enmty of
the enemies of our religion must, if that religion
be good, be itsell also good. In the enmity of
the anti-Catholic world, which according to the
Ireeman would be the consequence of a cor-
dial Catholic alliance extending over both sec-
tions of the Province, we should find no argu-
ment against thal alliance ; hut rather a proof of
its conformity with the precepts of Him Who
pronounced them ¢ blessed”—not whom the
world loved and promoted to places of honor and
emolument ; but whom it blasphemed, and re-
viled and despitefully treated. Whilst by the
fact that it would arouse the indignation of the
Protestants of Upper Canada, if accomplished,
we feel ussured that the alliance by us advocated
is what they most dread; and therefore Lhat
which, could it be brought about, would most
promute the honor and interests of our Church,
and of all her childrer..

Union amongst Catholics is our motto; the
beginning and end of all our politics. T'or if
united, we believe that our ultimate success is
certain j that we shall obtain for ourselves, and
secure to our children, the inestimable blessings
of “ Freedom ol Education.” Thi we may do,
if united amongst ourselves.

But anly vpon that condition ; for if split in-
to factions, the members of ecach intent upon

{their petty personal interests ; looking out for

government situations, and estimating the werits
of political combinations by the chances they of-
fer of a new partition of oflicial spoils ; we shall
quickly become, and we shall deserve to become,
the laughing stock of our adversaries. Now ofall
the means for creating and  perpetuating division
in the Catholic body, the scheme propounded by
the Toronto Frecman is the most deadly. We
of Lower Canada would scorn toideatify oursclves
with the Clear Grits ; we should feel polluted by an
alliance with George Brown; and were our co-
religionists of Upper Canada 1o pursue the course
marked out for them by the Freeman,a total
separatios from their brethren of the Lower Pro-
vince would be the immediate and inevitable con-
sequence.

Let us then stick to our old colors, and rally
round our old standard—the Cross. Why sub-
mit to the degradalion of wearing the livery of
any man 7 why put on the badge of any parly i
the State? wly so demean ourselves as that our
cause, which is the cause of God’s Church, should
be confounded with the cause of a Cartier, or a’
Brown, with the cause of the ¢ Zits’ or the ¢ Outs?
If amongst these there be one who as a states-
man will introduce and forward measures cal-
culated to promote our objects, then let us, tat
in so far only as his measures will have that ef-
fect, support” him by our votes ; but lct us be no
man’s slaves, let us be of no man’s party. Andi
needs be, let us learn to content ourselves with




