
'rtE PEARL.• DEVOTED TO POLITE LITERATURE, SCIENCE AND RELIN.

tbe year 88 of the Hegira, A. D. 706. This invention spread with
rapidity throughout ail the dominions of the Arabians, and more

especially in Spain, wvhere the town of Sativa, in the kingdom
of aencia, new called San-Phiiippo, was renowned from the
twelfth century for its beautiful manufacture of paper.

It appears that, at this time, the Spaniards had substituted, in
he fabrication. of paper, flax, which grew abundantly with them,

forcotton, which was far more scarce and dear. It was net until

the end ofthe thirteenth century that, ut the instance of Alfonso
X., king of Castile, paper-mills were established in the Christian
states of Spain., from whence the invention passed, in the four-
teeath aentury, only to Treviga and Padua.

Qanpowder, the discovery of which l. generally attributed to a
German chenist, was known te. the Arabians at least a century
before any traces of it appear in the European historians. In the
thirteent1î century it was frequently enployed by the Moors in
thoir wars in Spain, and soma indications remain of its having
been known in the eleventh century.

TrEhecompass, also, the invention of which has been given,a.-1
teraately, tothe Italians and the French, in the thirteenth century$
was already know to the Arabians in the eleventh. The Geogra-
phIer of-Nubin, who wrote in the twelfth century, speaks of it as
a iaistruinent universally employed.

'he numerais 'whiclwe call Arabic, butwhich, perhaps, ougbt
rather to be calledindian, were Undoubtedly, at least, communi
cated to us by the Arabians.. Without thým, none of the scien-
ces in which calculation is employed conld have been carried to
the point at which they have arrived in our day, and which the great
maLemaaticiants and astronomers. amongst the Arabians, very
neariy approaclied.

'e ly number of Arabie inventions, of which we enjoy the bene-
fit without suspecting it, is prodigious. But they have been in,
troduced into Turope, in every direction, slowly and impercepti-
bly ; for those wYho imported Iliem did net arrogate to themselves
the discovery, but acknowledged that they had seen them prac-
tised in the East. It s peculiarly charactenistic of all hie pre-
tended discoveries of the middle ages, that when the historians
mention them for the first time, they tréat themn as things in gene-
ral -use. Neither gun'powder, nor the conpass, nor the Arabie.
numera.ls, nor paper, are any where spoken of as discoveries,
and. yet they niust have wrought a total change in war, in naviga-
tion, in seienee, and in education. Icannot be doubted but that
the inventer, if hé had lived at that time, lvonld have had Suffi-
cient'vanty telaim mortant adiscovry. Sincethat w not
the cas- itM ay'asonably be presumed that these inven ions
vere slowlYiinported by obscure individuals, andnot by men of

geniasnd thai they were brougit from a country where they were
already uniyersally knovn.

Euclh, tiien, vas the brilliant light which literature displayed,
frQmn the ninth to the fourteenth century of our era, in those vast
coantries wvhiih had submitted to the yoke of !slamism. Many
Molanclholy rellections arise when we enumerate the long list of
nmes which, tlhough uiknown to us, were then so illustrious,

and of rnanuscripts burried in dusty libraries, vhich yet, in their
tiiae, aeercised a powerful inîfluence over the linian imtellect.
Vhat remains of so inuch glory? Not more than five or six indivi-
d nals are in a situation to take advantage of the manuscript irea-
sures whiclh are enclosed inthe library of the Escurial. A few
hundreds of ien only, dispersed throghout ail Europe, have
qualiied therruelves, by obstinate application, to explore the nich
aines cf oriental literature. These, scholars wilh diaiculty ob-
tain a few rare and obscure manuscripts ; but tlhey are unable to
advance far emough tO fori a judgient of the wlhole scope ofrthat
l;iterature, of which lthey have se partial a knowledge.

But the boundless regions wlhere Islamism reigned, and still
continues to reign, are now dead to the interests of science. The
rieli countres of Fez and Morocco, illustrious, five centuries, by
the number of their academies, their universiaics, and their libra-
ries, are now only deserts of Lurning rand, wihich the human ty-
ramt disputes writh the beasts of prey.

T'he smiling and fertile shores of Mauritania, where commerce,
arts, amd agriculture attained their highest prosperity, are now the
retreats of corsairs, who spread horror over the seas, and who
oly relax frain their labours.inshameful, debaucheries, until the
plague periodically comes to select its victims frm among them,
and to avenge offended humanity. Egypt lias, by degrees, been
swalloved up by the sands which formely fertilised it. Syria and
Pi.lestine are desolated by the wandering Bedouins, less 'terrible
sdi tilhan the pacha who oppresses them. Bagdad, formerly the
residence cf Juxury, cf power, and cf knowledge, is a heap cf
ras. The celebrated universities cf Cufa and Bassera are ex-
timet. Those of Samarcand and Balhk ahara in the destruction-.
IL this immneise extent cf territory, twice or thrice as large as
Earepe, notiang is found but ignorance, slavery, terror, and death-.
Few men are capable of readinîgthe wvorks of their illustrious an--
cestors ; and of the few wvho could comprehend themi, nona are
able to procnte themu. The prodigious literary riches cf the Ara-
biuns no longer exist in any cf the countries where the Arabians
and the Musmulmans raie. It is not there that we must seek,
ot1her for the fame of their great mnen, or for their writidgs. What

have been preserved are in the halids of their enemies, in the co.n-
vents of the monks, or in tbe royal libraries of Europe. And yet
these vast countries have not been cnquered. It is not the
strarger 'hohas dispoiled thlem of their riches, wvho has annihi-
lated their population, and destroyed their laws, their mgnners
and their national spirit. The poison was their own ; it was ad-
ministered by tlemseljes, and the resuit lias been their own de-
struction.

Who inay say that Europe itself, whither the empire of letters
and of science lias been transplanted ; which sheds so brillianit a
light ; which forma se correct a judgment of the past, and which
compares so well the successive reigns of the literature and the
manners of antiquity, shall not, in a few years, become as wild
and deserted as the hills of Mauritania, the sands of Egypt, and
the valleys of Anatolia? Who nay say, that in some new land,
perhaps in those lofty regions whenca the Oronoce and the river
of the Amazons havetheir source, or, perhaps, in the impregnable
mountain fastnesses of New I-Jolland, nations with other manners,
other languages, other thoughts, and other religions, shall not arise,
once more te renew the human race, and to study the past as we
have studied it ; nations who hearing of our existence, that Our
knowledge was-as extensive as their own, and that we, like thoem-
selves, placed our trustin the stability of fame, shallpity-our im-
potent efforts, ind recall the names of Newton, of Racine, anmfor
Tasso, as examples of the vain atruggles of man to snatch that
immortality of glory whichb fate lias refused to bestow ?-Sis-
mondi.

SAM SLI CK ON SLAVEFY.

' I hava heerd tell, said hie, that you British have 'mancipated
your niggers. Yes, said 1, thank God ! slavery exists not lathe
British empire. Well, I take some credit to myself for that, said
the Clockmaker ; it was me that so thati agoin' uny way. You
said I, w iti the most unfeigned astonishment ;-you ! how could
you, by any possibility be instrumental in that great national acit ?
Well, Ili tell you, said he, to' it's a considerable of a long story
too. When I returned from Poland, via London, lu le hair
speckelation of Jabish Green, I went down tu Sheffield t execute
a commission. * * *

" When I was downi there a gentleman called on me one arter-
noon, one Jon Conter by nane, and says he, Mr. Slick I've
called te see you, te make some enquiries about America me
and my friends think of emigratin' there. * I was born a que.-
ker, Mr. Slick. Plenty of'em with us, says 1, and wvell to do i'
the'world too.-considerable stiff folks ln their way them quakers.
--Well, lately I've dissented frorn 'em, says e.-Curious thit

too, says I. I was a thiain' the beaver didn't shade the inner
man quite so much na I have seed it ; but, says 1, I like cissent
it shows a man has bath a mind and a conscience too ; if he
hadnat a mind ho couldn't dissent, nad if he hadn't a conscience
he wouldn't ; n man, therefore, who quits his church, always
stand's a notch higher with me iuan a stupid obstinate critter that
sticks te it 'cause lie was born and brouglht up in it, and is father
belonged to it-there's no sense in tait. A quaker is a very set
man in his way ; a dissenter therefore from a quaker must be
what I call a considerable of a - obstinate man, says hie,
larlin.' No, says 1, not gist exactly thait, but lie must carry a
pretty tolerable stiff upper ip, lho'--that's a fact. Well, says hie,
air. Slick, this country is an aristocratie country, a very aristocra-
tic country indeed, and it tante easy for a man te push iimself
when he ha noi great friind or family interest ; and besides,if a
mon bas some litle talent-says he, (and he squeezed his chin
between his fore-finger and thumb, as mach as ta say, tho' I say
it that shouldn't say it, I have a very tolerable share of it at any
rate,) lie has no opportunity of risin' by bringin' himselfafure
the public. Every avenue is filled. A man lias no chance to come
forward,-rnoney won't do it, for that 1 have,-talent won't do it,
for the opportunity is wantin'. 1 believe l'Il go te the States
where ail men are equal, and one lias neither the trouble of risin,
nor the vexation of fallin'. Then you'd like t come furward in
public life here, would you, said 1, if you liad a chance ? I
would, says he ; that's the truth. Give me your hand then, says
1, ny friend, I've got an idea that will make your fortin. 1Il put
you in a track that will make a mon of yon first, and a noblerman
afterwards, as sure as thou says thee. Walk into the niggers,
says 1, and they'll help you t walkl into the whites, and they'll
make you w&lk intoparliament. Walk in the niggers, said he,
-1 don't onderstand you.-Takie up 'mancipation, says 1, and
work it up till it works you up ; call meetin's and makespeeches
t o'em ;-get up societies and maie reports te 'em ;-get up pei-
tions te parliament, and get signers te 'em. Enlist the women on
your side, of all ages, sects, and denominations. Excite 'em first
tho', for women folks are poor tools till you getl 'em up ; but ex-
cite them, and they'll go the whole figur',-wake up the whoee
country. It's a grand subject for it,-broken-hearted slaves killin'
themselves in despair, or dyin' a lingerin' death,-task-nmaster's
whip acuttin into their flesb,-burnin' suns, -days e'toil--nights
o' grief-pestilential rice-grounds-àaiis-starvation-miisery
and death,-grand fignr's them for orarj, and moka spendI
speeches, if well put together. Says you, such is the spirif%

British freedom, that le nmoment a slave touches oUr sea-girt
shores, lis spirit bursts its: bonds lie stands rn ancipated, disen-
tbralled, andliberated ; his chains fiallright off, and he walka in
ail the naked majesty of agreat big black lihinigger -Wlhen ypu
get 'em up to the right plicli, then, says yoàt, e have no power
in parliament ; we must have abolition nenbers, Certainly,
says they, and who sofit as the good, and pionathe hristianlike
John Canter ; up you are put thon, and bundled free gratisi, head
over heels, into parliament. When you are in the Hous o' Corn-
mons, at it ag'in, blue-jacket for lire. Some good men, some
weak men,. and a'most a plaguy siglit of hypocritical rnen wiil
join you. Catit carries sway always now. A largo party in tho
House, and a wappin' large party out 'o the house, must beIept
quiet, concilinte.d, or whatever the riglht word is, and John Ciiter
is made Lord Lavender. I see, I see, said he ; a glorious pros-
pect ofCdoin' good, of aidin' ny fellov niortals, of bein' useful in
my generation. I hope for a more imperishable reward than a
coronet,--the approbation of my own conscience. Well, welI,
says I to myself, if yon ain't the nost impudent as well as tha
nost pharisaical villain that ever went onhung, then I never seen
a finished rasoal,-that's all. I-le took my advice, and.went right
at it, tooth and nail ; worcedday and night, and made a'most a
duce of n stir. is name vas in every paper ;---a neetin' held
here to-day- that great and good man JohnÇCanter in the chair;
·--a meetin' held there to-mnrrow,----addressed mi ost eloquently by
that phbilanthropist, philosopher', and Christian, John Canter;-a
society formed in onelace, John Canter secretary ;-a society
formed m another place, John Canter president :--John Can-
ter every where ;--if you went to London, he handed you a
subscription list,---if you went to Brighton, lie met yon with a
petitionn--if you went te Shenliold, ho filled your pockets with
tracts ;-he was a complote jaclc-o'-lantern, here and there, and
every where. The last I heerd tell of him lie was in parliament,
and agoin' out governor-general of sonie of the colonies. l've
seen a good many superfine saints iiinmy time, squire, but this
entter was the most uppercrust one I ever seed,-he did beat
ail. Yes, the English desarve som credit, no doubti; but when
you substract -electioneerin' party spirit, hippocrasy, ambition,
ministerial flounrishes, anîd aille otlier ondertow causes tait
operated in this wark, which ai best vas but clumasily conti-ved,,
and bunglin'ly executed, it don't lenve so muci te bragonater
aIl, does it now.

Afterall, remember, Mr. Slick, that the slave trade is abolished
that,the peopleof England'weyre content te pay twenty millions cf
money toaccoris eirapurpose-andthat " alone e have
done it." Hore, 1iowever, to avoid controversy,we.sake hands
aid part for the present.

SCRIPTURE EXPLANATION.
"The tone whiclh the builders refused, ls become tlie headstone orthue

corner."-1sALM cxmiII. 22.

The idea of the corner-stone repeatedly alluded te lm the scrip-
iures, is net to be taken from the science of modern or ofclassical
architecture, but from ithe practice of building in remote and ruder
ages. Imagine a massive stone,,likce one of those at Stonehenge
or Abury, cul to a right angle, and laid in the building se that its
two sides should lie along the two walls, which met ait the cor-.
ner, and thus binding them together in such a way, that neitlier
force nor weatlher could dissever them. The term does not
necessarily signify that it would be put at the top of the building
it only necessitates the idea of-a very important position, which it
would have, if it lay a few courses above the lowest, se as teoact
b)y its weight on thiose below, and to serve as a renewed basis to
those a ove.

"The stone whiuh the builders have th rwn away, la made to.
be the corner-stone." I understand this literally. h appears
that, probably at the building of Solomon's temple, one of those
atones which David lhad taken care te get provided and made
ready for use, vas feund fault with by the builders, and declared
te be useless ; and that God, for atogether differont reasons,
commanded, by a prophet, that this stone should be made the
corner-stone. The orientais regard the corner-stone as te one
peculiarly holy stone in a temple, and that it confers sanctity on
the whole edifice. It is, therefore, thaniera probable that, either
by Urim orThrnomim, the sacred lot of the Jevs, or by a pro-
pliet, God wasconsulted, which stone he would direct te betalcen
for the corner-stone. The answer was-That whicli they have se
perseveringly rejected and declared te b quite unserviceable.
Cortainly it muist have been for a very important reason, that
God positively appointed this stone. teo the corner-stone. But
the New Testament discloses itto us, in Mutt. xxi. 42, and 1Pet.
ii. 7, showing us that it referred te the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Jewish nation would conduct themselves towards the
lessiah, precisely as the builders did towards thisatone, and would

reject him ; but God would select him te be the :corner-stone,
which should support.and sanctify the whole church.-Dr. Smith,
and .Michaelis.

FALstnroon.-False men's vords and deeds remifid us of
tlüunder and lighitning on the stage, vhich, united in heaven, in.

lieaWare generated in opposite corners of the house, and
dlfferent operators.
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