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the year 88 of the Hegira, A. D. 706. This investion spread with
rapidity throughout ali the dominions of the Arabians, and more
especiolly in Spain, where the town of Sativa, in the kingdom
of Valencia, now called San-Philippo, was renowned from the

twolfih centary for its beautil‘ul menufueture of paper.

[t appears thut, at tb_ls time, the Spaniards had substituted, in
the Fabrication of paper, flax, which grew abundantly with them,
forcotton, which was far more scarce and dear. It was not until
the end of the thirteenth century that, at the instance of Allonso
X., king of Caslile, paper-mills were established in the Christian
stgles of Spain, from whence the invention passed, in the four-
teenth century, only to Trevisa and Padua.

" Gunpowder, the discovery of which is generally attributed to a
. German chemist, was known to, the Arabians at least a century
before.any traces of it appearin the European historians. In the
thirteenth century it was frequently employed by the Moors in
their wars in Spain, aud some indications remain of its having
been knownin (be eleventh ceutury.
Tha'compnss, also, the invention of which has been rrwen, al-f
t.emately, to the Italians and the French, in the thirteenth century,
W already know to the Arabians in the eleventh.” The Geoam_
‘pher of- Nubm,who wrote in the twelfih century, spenks of it' as
an Lnstrument ‘universally employed -
" Tha numert-.ls ‘which’ we call Arablc, bat, whrch perhaps, ougbt
) ‘ratlner to be called Indran, were undoubtedly, at. least, communi
eated tous by the Arabians, Without them, none of the scien-
ces in which calculation is employed conld have been carried to
the point at which they have arrived in our day, and which the great
muothematicians and astronomers. amongst the Arabians, very
nearly approached.

The number of Arabic inventions, of which we enjoy the bene-

fitwithont suspecting it, is prodigious. But they have been in,
troduced into Turope, in every direction, slowly and impercepti-
bly ; for those who imported thiem did notarrogate te themselves
the discovery, but acknowledged that they had seen them prac-
tised in the East. It is peculiarly characteristic of all the pre-
tended discoveries of the middle ages, that when the historians
mentioa them for the first time, they tréat them as things in gene-
ral use. Neither gunpowder, nor the compass, nor the Arabic

uumemls. nor paper, are ‘any where spoken of as discoveries,||

. and yet they oiust have wrourrht a total change in war, in naviga-
tion, in screnee, and in’ educauon It cannot be doubted but that
. the’ mventor, 1fhe had lived at tlnt ttme, would have had suﬁi-
‘c1entveu1ty to, clarm so rmpurtant o.mscovery Since that was not
the case, it may rrasombly be: presumed tlmt these mventlons
“were slowly nnported by obscure 1ndmdunls, andnot by ‘men of
genius, and tbatthey were: brounht from a'conpiry, where they were
already universally known. :

Buch, then, was the brilliant hnht which literatore displayed,
from the ninth to the fourteenth century of our era, in those vast
coantries which had submitted to the yoke of Islamism. Many
melancholy rellections arise when we enumerate the long list of
numes which, though unknown to us, were then so illustrious,
and of manuscripts burried in dusty libraries, which yet, in their
tine, exercised a powerful infloence over the human intellect.
‘What remains of so much glory? Not more than five or six indivi-
duals are in a sitnation to take advantage of the manuascript 1rea-
sures which are enclosed inthe librayy of the Fscurial. A few
hundreds of men only, dispersed threuzghout all Europe, have
qualified themyelves, by obstinate application, to explore the rich
mines of oriental liverature.  These scholars with dieulty ob-
tain o few rire and obscure manuscripts ; but they are znable to}|
advance fur enough to form a judgment of the whole scope ol'tlmt
Titeratare, of which they have so partial 2 knowledge,

But the bonndless rogmns where Islamisin relgned, and still
continues to relgn, are now dead to the interests of science. The
rich countres of Fez and Morocco, 1llustrxou five centurxes, by
the number of their academies, their universitics, and their ibra-
rics, are now only deserts of Lurning cand, which the human y-
rant disputes with the beasts of prey.

The smiling and fertile shores of Mauritania, where commeree,
arts, and agricalture attained their highest prosperity, are now the
retreats of corsairs, who spread horror over the seas, and who
anly relax from their labours in shameful- debaucheries, until the
plague periodically comes to select its victims from among them,
and to avenge offended humanity. Egypt has, by degreés, been
swallowed up by the sands which formely fertilised it, Syria and
TPalestine are desolated by the wandering Bedouins, less “terrible
siill than the pacha who oppresses them. Bagdad, formerly the
residence of Juxury, of power, and of knowledge, is a heap of
riins. The celebrated universities of Cufa and Bassora are ex-
timet. ‘Those of Samarcand and Balhk share in the destruction.
In. this immense extent of territory, twice or thrice as large as
Earope, nothirg is found but ignorance, slavery, terror, and death.
Tew mea are capable of reading the works of their illustrious an-
cestors ; and ofthe few who could comprehend them, none are
able 1o procure them. The prodigious literary riches of the Ara-
bians no longer exist in any of the countries where the Arabians
and the Muswmlmans rule. It is not there that we muost seek,
¢ither for the fame of their great men, or for their writings. What

have been preser\'ed are in the hauds of thexr enemles, in the con-‘
“And yet

vents-of the monks, or in the royal ltbrnnes ol'Europe
these vest countries have not been conquered Ttis not ‘the
strayger wlxo has dispoiled them of their nclxes, \vho has . nnmlu-
lated their " populatron, and deetroyed their, ln“s, their munners
and their national spitit. - The poison was their own; it was ad—
ministered by themselves, and the result hos been their awn- de-
structlon. ‘
Who may say that Europe itself, wlnther the empnre of letters
and of science has been transplanted ; which sheds so brilliant, a
light ; which forms so correct a judgment of the past, and which
compares so well the successive reigns of the literature and the
manners of antiquity, shall not, ina few years, become as wild
and deserted as the hills of Mauritania, the sands of Eg gypt, and
the valleys of Anatolia? Who may say, that in some new land,
perhaps in those lofiy regions whence the Oronoco and the river
of the Amazons have their source, or, perhaps, in the impregnable
mountain fastnesses of New Holland, nations with other manners,
other languages, other thoughts, and other religions, shall not arise,
once more to renew Lhe human race, and to study the past as we
have studied it ; nations who hearing of our existence, that our
knowledcre was-as extensive as their own, and that we, lrlre them-

{|selves, placed our trust'in the stability of fame, shall plty our im-

potent eﬂ'orts, and recall the names of Newton, of Racine, and’ of
Tnsso a8 exnmples of the vain* struggles of man to snatch that|(>
ommortullty of alory whreh fute has refused to bestyw ?-—st-
mona’r ; ‘

SAM SLICK ON SLAVERY.

¢ 1 have heerd tell, said he, that you British have *mancipoted
your niggers. Yes, said I, thank God ! slavery exists not in the
British empire. Well, I take some credit to myself for that, said
the Clockmalier ; it was me that sot that agoin’ uny way. You !
said I, svith the most unfeigned astonishment ;—you ! how could
you, by any possibility be instrumental in that great national act ?
Well, I’I! tell you, said he, tho’ it’s a considerable of a long story
too. When I returned from Poland, via London, in the hair
speckelation of Jabish Green, I went down to Sheffield to execute
a commission. * ¥

¢ When I was down there a gentleman called on me one arter-
noon, one John Canter by name, and says he, Mr: Slick I’ve
ca]led lo-see you, ‘to make some enqulrles about America ; 5 me
and my friends thlnk of emrnratm there * * 1 was borna qut\-
lrer -Mr. Slrelr Plenty of ’em with: us,  says 1,.and well to do iy
the' wo:ld too.—consrder'\ble stiff folks in their way them quake.rs

—Waell lately I’ve dissented from ‘em, suys he -—Currous thnt
too, says I. T was a thinkin* the beaver didn’t shnde the’ mner
man quite 50 much as I have seed it’; but, says T, 1 like aissent ;
it shows a man has both a mind and a conscience too ; if he
hadn’t a mind he couldn’t dissent, and if he hadn’t a conscience
he wouldn’t ; a man, therefore, who quits his chareh, always
stand’s a notch higher with e thun a stupid obstinate eritter that
sticks to it *cause he was born and brought up in it, and his father
belonged to it—there’s no sense in that. A quaker isa very set
man in his way ; a dissenter therefore from a quaiter must be
what T eall a considernble of a —— obstinate man, says he,
larfin.”  No, says I, not gist exactly that, but he must carry a
pretty tolerable stiff upper lip, tho’—that’s a fact. Well, says he,
Mr. Slick, this country is an uristocratic country, a very aristocra-
tic country indeed, and it tante easy for a man to push himself
when he has no great friend or family i interest ; and besides, ifa
man has some little 'tulent—qnys he, ('md he" squeezed -hig chin
betwaen his fore- ﬁnner and thumb, ae much as to say, tho’ I say
it that shouldn’t say it, I have a very toleruble share of itat any
rate,) he has no opportumty of risin® by bringin® himself afore
the public. Every avenue is filled. A man hasno chance to come
forward,—money won’tdo it, for that-I have,—talent won’tdo it,
for the opportunity is wantin’. 1 believe I'll go to the States
where all men are equal, and one has neither the trouble of risin’
nor the vexation of fullin’. Then you’d liketo come furward in
public life here, would you, said I, if you had a chance ? 1
would, says he ; thot’s the truth. ~ Give me your hand then, says
I, my friend, I’ve got an idea that will make your fortin.  I’ll put
you in a track that will make a man of you first, and a nobleman
afterwards, as sure as thou says thee. Walkinlo the nigrers,
says I, and they’ll help you to walk into the whites, and they’li
make you walk into parliament. 'Walk into the niggers, said he,
—I don’t onderstand you.—Tuke up ’mancipation, says I, and
work it up till it works you up ; call meetin’s and make speeches
to ’em ;—get up societies and wmake reports to *em ;—get up peti-
tions to parhament, and getsigners to >em, Enlist the women on
your side, ofall ages, sects, and denommntrons. Excite *ewm first
tho’, for women folks are poor tools till you get ’em up ; but ex-
cite thern, and they’ll go the whole figur’,—wake up the whole
country, It'sa grand subject for it,—broken-hearted slaves killin’

themselvesin despair, or 'dyin’ a lingerin’ death,—task-master’s
whip acuttin into their flesh,—buarnin’ sunsi,—days o’ toil—nights {

British " freedom, thnt the moment n slnve toucltes ‘onr sen-glrt
shores, his spmtbursts ity bonds v he stnnds manctpnted -disen-
thralled, andltberuted 5 lns elmms fall rwht oﬂ' and " he walks in
all the naked mnjesty ofa grent bur blnclt he mrrgor '——When ‘you
get *em up to tha right pitch, then, says. )Jou, we have’ 1o : power
in - purlrament we' must: lmm ubolmon members. Certamly,
says they, and who so fit as the’ good and | pxous, tlte chrlstlun-hke
John Canter ; up you are put then, and bundlcd free grutrs, lteud
over heels, mto parliament. ‘When you are in the House o Com-
mons, at it ag’in, blua-jncket for life. Some good men, _some
weak men, . and a’most a plagny sight of hypocntloal men will
join you, Cant carries sway always now, A large pm-ty in tho
House, and 2 wappin’ largs party out o the houso, must be kept -
quret, conciliated, or whatever the right word is, and John Canter
is made Lord Lavender. Isee, I see, said he ; a glorious pros-
pect of doin’ good, of aidin’ my fellow mortals, of bein® useful in
my generation. Ihope fora more imperishable reward than o . .
coronet,~—the npprobntlon of my own conscience. Well, well, -
says I to myself, if you ain’t the most impudent as well as tha.
tnost pharisaical villain that ever went onhung, then I never seen.
a finished rascal,—that's ull. He took my advice, and went r:ght
at it tooth and nail ; worlred dny and mtrht, and: mude a’most-a
duce of a stir. His name was in every paper ;---a meetin’_ held

here to-day.-—tlmt grent nnd o'ood mnn John Cunter in. tlre ch‘ ir 5

society formed in‘one place, Jolm Cunter secletnry ,—a sootety
formed in unother place, Jolm Conter president —-Jolm Can-
ter every whero =il you went to London, he lmnded you a
subscription list,---if you went (o Brighton, he met yon - ‘with a
petition,-—if you went to Shefliold, he filled your pockets with .
tracts j—he was a complete jack-o’-lantern, here and there, and

every where. The last I heerd tell of him he was in parliament,
and agoin’ out governor-general of some of tho colonics. I’ve
seen a good many superfine saints in my tinie, squire, but this
critter was the most uppercrust one I ever seed,—he did beat
all.  Yes, the English desarve somo credit, no doubt ; but when
you substract .electioreerin’ party apirit, hippocrasy, ambmon, '
ministerial flourishes, and all the other ondertow. -causes tlmt
operuted in this work, which at best was butclumstly contuved
and bunglin’ ly e'(eeuted, it don’t lenve 50 much to brag on ‘arter.
nll does it now.” - ‘ -

und pnrt l'or the present.

scnzr'run}: I‘XPLANATION )

“ The atone which the bullders refused, Is become the headstone ot'tho
corner.”—DIsALM gxviIL. 22, :

The idea of the corner-stone repeatedly alluded to in the serip-
tures, is not to be taken from tho science o modern or of classical
architecture, but from the practice of building in remote and ruder
ages. [Imagine a massive stone, like one of those at Stonelienge
or Abury, cut toa right angle, and laid in the building so that its
two sides should lie along the two walls, which met at the cor-,
ner, and thus binding them together in such a way, that neithor
forco nor weather could dissever them. The term does not
necessarily signily that it would be put at the top of the building ;
it only necessitates the iden of"a very important position, which jt
would have, if it lay a few courses nbove the Jowest, so s to act
by its weight on ‘those below, uud to BOrve as o renewed bnsrs to
those above, o
 «The stone which the. burlders have tlirown away, i mude o
be the corner—stone SN § understand this 1|tcrally It uppeurs
that, probubly atthe bulldlng of Solomon’s temple, ‘one “of those
stones which David had taken care to get- provided and made
ready for use, was found fault with by the builders, and declared
to be useless ; and that' God, for altogether different reasons,
commanded, by a prophet, that this stone should be made the
corner-stone. The orientals regard the corner-stone as the one
peculiarly holy stone in a temple, and that it confers sanctity on
the whole edifice. It is, therefore, the more probable that, either
by Urim or Thummim, the sacred lot of the Jews, or by a pro-
phet, God was consulted, which stone he would direct to be taken
for the corner-stone. The answer was—That which they have so
perseveringly rejected and declared to- be quite unserviceable.,
Certainly it must have been. for a very important reason, that
God positively appointed this stone. to be the corner-stone. But
the New Testament discloses it to us, in Mult. xxi. 42, and 1 Pet.
ii. 7, showing us that it referred to the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Jewish nation: would conduct themselves towards the |
Messiah, precrsely as the builders did towards this stone, and would '
reject him ;but God would select him to" be the : corner-stone. v
which should support.and sanchl'y the whole church —Dr. szth,
and .Mrchaelzs '

FALSE}IOOD —Talsemen’s words and deeds remifd us ol’

o’ grief—pestilential rice-grounds—chai stnrmtlon-—mrsery
and death,—grand fign’s them f(or orairy, and make splendi

speeches, if well put together. Says you, such is the spmt of

thunder and lightning on tlle stage, whrch united in, lxeaven, in,
eat uF are genernted in opposite corners. of the house, and.lg);
dlfl’erent operators.
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