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so full of the spirit of bis Lord as ta "sell all
that he had," and retire into a forest in the
diocese of Nismes, where ho lived, in soclusion
with one companion, on such food as the forest
afforded, and was nourished by the milk of a
tame hind. Ho is generally represented dressed
as a Benedictine monk, with a heart pierced by
an arrow ; the legend being that ho was discov-
cred through the King's dogs pursuing the hind
until it took refuge in bis arms. The King was
so impressed by bis sanctity that ho gave him
a large piece of land for a mouastery, and thus
the religrious order of the Benedictinos, over
wbich he prosided for fifty years. From his
being said ta have refused ta be cured of a lame-
ness, ho bas been regarded as the patron of
crip)les, and the churches dedicated ta him
were gonerally built on the outnkirts of a city
or town, in order ta afford a ready refuge for
poi and lame travellers. One bundred and
flor y+i churches are dedicated to St. Giles in
England. and a fev are malcing their appear-
ance in this country.

Euînnîrchus, Bishop of Orleans, was famous in
i1he ancient Wcstcrn Martyrologies, and for this
reaon probally the seventh of this month is
dedîited to him;-yot the stories that are told
of him irea til Loo legendary and fabulous ta be
reiled hero.

The eighth of September having been cela-
brated as the birthday of the Virrin Mary frorn
the tino of the seventh century, such a festival
very naturally found a place in the Calendar of
the early lnglish Church. We have no other
particulars respecting the parentage of the
lossed Vi rgin than that she was " of the bouse
and lineage of David." Tradition names ber
lather Joachim, and ber mother St. Anne.

The fourteenth of the month very early be-
came known through the East, in Europe, and
afterwards in England, as l Holy Cross Day,"
boing celebrated In honor of thei public exposi-
tion of a portion of the Cross in the basilica
orected at Jernsalen by the Empress Helena.
This church was consecrated on September 13,
335, and on the noxt day, being Sunday, the
precious relic wus exposed from a lofty place
within the building. The custom was continued
annually, and thus the co'ebration of "HIoly
Cross Day" in the East and in the West. The
day also commemorates that famous appear-
ance of the 'sign of the Son of Man in the
hoavens," which is said ta have led ta the con-
version ot the Emperor Constantine.

The seventeenth bas been dedicated ta Lam-
bort, Bishop and Martyr. He laborod m'uch for
the conversion of the heathon, and having
boldly rebuked the vices of the Court, was mur-
dored as ho knelt at the altar, on ihe 17th of
September, 709. Thus he came ta be considered
a martyr, and through the translation of bis
romains thither, the village of Lioge becamo a
city.

St. Cyprian, Archbishop of Carthage, is coin-
momorated on the twenty-sixth. When past
middle life, ho was converted by a priest name.d
Ciecilius, and after boing ordained priest, in 248.
suceoeded Donatius as Bishop of Carthage. In
the terrible Decian persecutions his lifo'was
tlreatened, and bis pagain neighhors crying out
" Away with Cyprian to the lions," be sought
safety in fight. On tho death of Decius, ho re-
turned ta (jarthage, and is especially noted for
the prudence displayed ut a council bold at
Carthage in 251, in dealing with those who had
apostatized during the persocution. Lie engagad
in a famous controversy with Stophen, Bishop
cf Rome, in the year 255. on thu -ubject uf
heretical baptism, on which ha le'd peculiar
views; and it is ospecially interesting si show-
ing the independonceo of the African Church at
this period, and its refusai ta be governed ii. its
bolief and practico by ,he declarations of the
Bishops of Rome. lIe was beheaded by the
Emperor Galerius iu 258, and left nauy valu-
able writings.

THE CHURCH GUARDIAN.

On the thirtieth of the month is commemor
ated, perbaps the only ona of those September
saints who is worth coimemorating-St. Je-
rome, one of the four great Latin Fathors, born
about 342. He studied at Rome, where ho fol-
lowed the profession of the law, and when about
thirty years of age ho was baptized, and setting
ont for the East made the acquaintance of somae
of the most famous of the Oriental ascetics.
Inspired by their example, ho withdrow to a.
desert in Chalchis, where ho spent four years
as an anchorite in study and seclusion. After
a residence of ton years in the East, ho returned
for a stay of three years in Rome, during whici
poriod ho eerted great influence among both
clorgy and laity. and thon returning to Pales-
tino, settled at Bethlehem, where ho had found-
ed a monastery, and having died there on Sep-
tomber 30, 420, his body was afterwards trans-
lated ta the Church of St. Maria Maggiore at
Rome, under whose altar it is still said to be
buriod. The work for which ho is especially
noted is the translation of the Scriptures into
Latin, by which be may be said to have given
the Bible to the Western Church, for it formcd
the basis of thc Latin Vulgate, from which were
taken most of the portions of Scripture used in
the Western offices, and which bas bcen uni
versally received in the Latin Church. lie is
often represented as an old man engaged in
study, with a skull near him, also a lion by bis
side, and a cardinal's bat at bis feet. The lion
probably sy mbolized the fiery temper and vehoe-
mence of St. Jeromo, though a good story is
told ta account for it. One ovening as he sat at
the gate of bis monastery at Bethletem, ho saw
a lion approach with a limping gait. Jerome
went out to meet him, and on examining his
paw, found that it contained a thorn, which ho
carefully oxtracted. The lion to show bis gra-
titude thencoforward remained in bis sorvice.
Thera is no authority for reprosonting St. Je-
rome as a cardinal, for that office was not
craLted till three centuries after his time.

" TACTUAL SUCCESSION 1"

Whien ve spoLk of the Apostolical Succession
in the Christian ministry, in theso days, we are
sometimes mot with the denîsive cry, " Tactual
Succession 1 Do you menu to imply that that
can convoy grace ?" Wo answcr yes, if God so
wills; and we are fally convinced that He does so

will, because Lie rules the New Dispensation, our

Christian system, by the law of tho-Incarnation,
-the law, namely, that.God, in the person of
HUis Eternal Son, comes to us through the agency

of matter,-and lience we would anticipate, as
we find verified in the avent, that ail subordinate
blessings, so far as we know, in Bis Kingdom,
(and ail otier blessings are subordinate to the

giftofJEsI:s CHR[ST),are conveyed tous through
the instrumentality of matter. Indeod, we will
venture to ask our friends, who scom to be so
shocked at tie idea ot tactual succession convey-
iig spiritual. gifts, to name to us a single bless-
ing which they have over posscssod in the
sphores of body, mind, or spirit, which ias been
bestowed uîpon thon without the intervention
of matter. We frankly state that se far as we
are concerned, we know of uc.ne.

But wo are told, tic Historie Episcopate in-
cludes, i iis iirol of countless nanes, many bad
mon, and the Charch which thay represont bas
been at Ltimes depravod and vile. Alas ! the

charge is only too sadly truc. But what is
that supposed ta prove ? Surely not that wick-
cd rulers and bad people destroy God's Church ;
if so, thon under the old covenant God's Church
must have comne to nauglit miany timp,; but
io so,-it survived the profanity of Aaron's
and Eili's sons, the degoenracy o the days of
Elijah, and the awful impioty of the opoch of the

captivity. Suah reasoning is fallacious and
misleading, and must not be listened ta for a
moment. The prophets refute it, and our
Bleased Lord settlos the matter, when Ho draws
the distinction between the office and the
persons who hold it, and demande respect and
obedience for the one, and solemnly warns
against the other. Addressing the multitude
and His disciples, JESUS says, " The Scribes and
the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat ; all, therefore,
whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe
and do; but do not ye after thoir works ; tcr
they say and do not I (St. Matt. xxiii. 2, 3).
Elsevhere Hle draws the character of these
same Scribes and Pharisees in the darkest colors,
and denounces them with the severest maledie-
tions. The same observation applies to aIl that
the Church hands on and down ta us-the im-
perfections, nay, the monstrous sins of indivi-
dual members, or even of large portions of the
flock, do not necessarily vitiate and destroy the
heritage thus transmitted. The Nicene Creed
ils not in the least degroo affected by the dis-
graceful character and conduct of some of the
mcmbers of the Council of Nice and the corrup-
tion of tho fourth century. It is not withont its
purposo for persons who insist that the channel,
through which Divine gifts come ta us, must bo
as pare as the gifts thomselveas, ta study the
genealogy of our Blessed Lord as presented by
St. Matthew, and find, as they will,that " Judas
begat Phares and Zara of Thamar," and, furthor
on, that "Salmon boget Booz of .Racheb." It
would not be unprofitable for such persoans to
reflect that their logic, if they are consistent,
will compol therm ta affix thoir signatures ta the
dogma of tho Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.

But we are not quite ready ta leave our in-
consistent, unthinking and unreasoning friends
yet. Shallow, superficial thinkers will still bo
hourd to cry, " Tactual Succession," as thougli
the bare statomont of the alloged truth were
enough te condemn it. Alas I The same spirit
of un belief would have strengtheaned Naam'an in
bis rage, when lie rejectod, with proud contempt,
the divincly proscribed waters of Jordan. It
would have stood by our Lord ta cavil and gain-
say, whven He employed, as He did, material in-
struments in the worleing of His great won-
dors. It would evacuate, as it doos, ail eflicacy
froin sacraments, and make themempty signa.
Tactual succession as a convoyancer of grace
may provokle a sneer, but lot us again ask those
who are disposed ta laugh, ta name a single
blessing in the sphores of body, mind or spirit,
which they have ever received or now enjoy,
which bas not come te them through the in-
strumentality of matter. We know of none.
When God would visit us, He comes into the
world through birth of the Virgin Mary, cloth-
ing Iimself with our flesh. The Incarnation
embodies the fundamental law of the divine
economy. It runs tbrough sacrament, and
means of grace and prayer and praise, and the
word read and preachod. This is the highest
expression of a law which is universal, and
follows us from the home whore wo were born,
through school and college, and business, and
leaves us not until the viaticum has passed the
lips, and the commendatory prayer has accom-
panied our souls to Paiadise.

Porhaps we are told, as an illustration, in re-
ply, that a mother's love is an immaterial bloses-
ing, and has, so far as you can se, naught to
do with matter. A mothor's love; how came
you to know the happiness of possessing it?
Awakening consciousness disclosed to you a
face that always sniled upon you, hands which
fondled you, a voice which lulled you ta sloop,
and cbarmed you, when awake, with its cradio
song. As years advanced, you learned more
and more of that precious love, through oye
and lip and haud, and care, which threw its
swoot, its tender details of thoughtfulness and
watchfulness around you. wherever you were,
or whithersoover you went, and these, the out-


