2

THR CHURCH GUARDIAN,

X
4

Joxe 3, 1891,

ovidence with regard to the testatrix was that
at one timo she certainly was disordered in her
mind, snd that she was in such a state a8 to be
easily icflaenced by those about her. The jury
had been struck with some of the remarkable
evidence given in the case, and nleo with the
number of gifts made by the testatrix’during
her residence in the convent, Their Lordshipe
conld not msake an order setting it aside, and
the verdiot of the jury must be left undisturbed,
and the appeal dismissed, with costs, Lords
Justices Lopes and Kay cononrred.,

Groraia.—The Rav, Thos. F. Gailor hss been
elected a8 Bishop by the Convention of the
Diocesa of Georgisa, In place of the lamented
Bishop Beckwith. Ho is a graduate of Racine
Colloge, has oscupied the chair of Church His
tory in the University of theSouth, (Sewanee),
and is prosently its Vice-Chancellor. He was
elected 10 the Reotorship of Trinity Church,
Chicago, but deolined.

BAPTISM—ITS ADMINISTRATION,

[ocNTINURD.]

(Rev, F. 8, Jewell )

Its public administration The very nature
of Baptism ard it prominence as a Sacrament
of the Church, olearly domand its public admi-
nistration ; that is, in the Churoh and before
the congrogation, It is the initistory rite, the
vory door of the Church ; itinvolves a compaoct
between tho reecipient and the Church ; itis
designed to be a solemn rominder {o those
already baptized, of their own vows ond duties;
it tosches ihe irreligions their own need of
saving graco and their only pathway to salva

tion, All these imply the publicity of the
Church and congreguation, Ae Baptism is also
the commencoment of a new and higher life for
the initinlo, he has & right to its best and
brightest acoessories, and its most correot and
dignified administration, and should be able
always 10 usmocinloe ils receplion with the Honve
ot God and ite Holy Worship. These not only
domand & public administration in the Church,
but reslly forbid—ezcept in cases of absolute
ncceesity—every othor place and mode, Besides
this, the explicit and imperative langusage of
tho fhird Rubric at the commencement of the
Buptismal Office must satisfy any but the most
ignorant protenders to Prayer-Book Church-
manship, 88 to the law of the Church in the
oase,

Hzceptions. Thero can bo only three excop-
lions to this law ; when the ohild, or person, is
inextremis, or at the point of death: when,
from the severity of the senson and the delicacy
of the candidate thore is both danger from
delay and risk from exposere; and when there
is no nccossible churoh or chapel in which the
baptism can take place, Under these ciroum-
stances, the law is ovor ruled by the necessitie-
of tho caze, But the necessities must be real.
It will, nevertheless, happen that csses will
occur outside of these excoptions, in whioh
purental ignorance or maternsl timidity will
prove too strong for bothresson snd law, Then
the Priest will, for tho child's eake, have to
muko & virtne of necessity, and administer the
Rite in private at the house. But not withdut
the most earnest protest should he yield to the
demand that he uo 80, when the objeot is to
muke it the ocossion of a family gathoering and
a sooial jcast, This practice is out of all reli-
gious reason and Churchly propriety.

Private Baptism. Whencver, for any un.
avoidable cause, the Priest has to administer
Baptism in & piivate house, instead of in the
Church, let him distinotly apprise the parents
that the form for Private B.ptism only will be
used, and that at the earliest convenient season
thereaiter, the ohild must be presented in the

Churoh to be received into the Congregation of
the Faithful, according to the form laid down
in the Prayer Book, explaining, if need be,
the imminent propriety of this impressive,
cempleting act, The faithful pursuance of this
course will go far towards maintaining the
dignily and importance of the Sacrament, and
obviating the too common disposition to avoid
its public administration, Nor is this asking
toomuch, Tbe Church makes no provision for
the use of the full form for Pablic Baptism in
private houses. To employ it thus is a need-
less and & mischevious departure from both law
and good use. The public office is too indis-
criminately used, and the form for public
recaption is too mnch neglected. Where the
latter is required, it might not be unwise to
withhold the baptismal certificate until the
reception has been attended to.

Hypothetical Baoptism In this conasction,
it may he urged, that Hypothetical Baptism
does not nlways receive the atlention it deserves.
Holy Baptism as ‘generaily necessary to salva.
tion,’ is too importaut a Rite to be left open to
any sort of doubt as to its integrity. Yetin
the case of persons, ostensibly baptized among
the denom:nations, and proposing to come into
the Communion of the Church by Confirmation,
it is often imposiible to obtain certain proof
that the Rite was administered in striot accor-
dance with its divine law ; perhaps, even that
they were baptizad at all. That it lacked en-
tirely ‘the solemn vow and promise’ which the
Church requires, and which must be personally
ratified in Corfirmation, goes without saying.
Now, as Hypothetical Bap-ism, in a most
simple, orderly snd direct way obviates all
these difficulties ; recourse should be had to it
in every such oase without failure or even hesi-
tation, Set before the candidate the faot that
it is not designed to discredit his earlier baptiam
but only to seoure asaving ocertainty in the
matter, ard to prepare him to make honest
answer to the gunestion in Corfirmation, and he
will rarely fail to desire it. This much is
oertain ; if he ever grows to be an intelligent
and earnest Churchman, he will never regret
that hereceived it.

Delaying Infant Baptism. Parents and
Sponso-s cannot be too careful not to delay the
Buptism of the child longer than is absolutely
unavoidablo, This caution does not so much
apply to cases of Baptism in extremis, since here
the emergency itself enforces the duty of
promptitade, It says—Let no time be lost; let
not the departing spirit be deprived of the
sheltering grace of the Covenaat, thraugh your
dilatoriness or neglect. But in other ocases
where thero appesrs to be no such danger,
delay is frequently favored—perbaps, beoause
the mother is not yet well enough to go to the
Church; beoause some pearticular friend is
sbsent; or becanse, from the common tendenc
to procrastination, there is thought to be ‘no
need ofhurry.’ Now, itshould be remembered,
that apparently well children sometimes meet
with fatal accidents or die suddenly; that if
the mother is notable to goto Charoh, Spon.
sors, whose chief duty it is to see that the child
is duly baptized, are able and are sufficient ;
that ciroumoision, which baptism superseded,
was performed on the eighth day after the
ohild & birth, a clear indication of the impor-
tance of the earliest practicable date for
Baptiem ; that delay beyond the earliest date,
is apt to bocome dolay to the latest ; and that
the longer the baptism is pnt off, the more
likely 1s the ohild to prove troublesome, Delay,
ther, is unwise and may be dangerous.

Proper and faithful Sponsors, One of the
saddest things connected with Holy Baptism in
the Churoh, is the ‘low estate’ of the sponsorial
system. Into what utter inanity and failure
has ittoo generally fallen! How ocan the
manifest blessings ot the Spirit follow an ordi.
nanoe accompanied by a form so hollow, and
80 laden with indifference and unfaithfolness!
Somp points of desired improvement. must he

suggested kere, albeit the Prgat of reform.is
beyond the reach of prophetio| "How. often
are Sponsors selected in hastyy the latest
woment, and without thought .5 their rell-
gious fitness| Why not et it 4 pyatter of
thoughtful concern, almost frompe pirth of
the ohild ? After its birth, what, .o impor-
tant than its now birth? Why\y jet the
choice of its spiritual foster patg follow
olosely the seleotion of its earthly %i,? How
many accept the place of Sponsor, ®. have no
thought of further interest or 5‘&‘00 than
simply that of standing formally 8% Font,
and murmaring the set responses! W' ghonld
not such honestly decline an offi 'e wh, dyties
will never receive from them. any sob¥ «aitor~
tion? Or rather, why should not those ba
chosen who give some fair promise of following
the little objeots of their pledged ecare and
concern, with faithful prayers, and pleaded
Eucharists, if not with spiritual watch-care,
protection, counsel and instruction ? How fow
ever think of the possibility of extending their
usefulness beyond those with whom they have
stood beside the Holy Font! Whay should not
gll such look beyond, and mske it a blessed
part of their office work to seek out the unbap.
tized and bring them to the place of holy
oleansing, sweet covenanted grace, and the
heavenly -birth into the new Life in Christ?
Are those worthy of their place as sheep urder
the Good Shepherd who are not actively and
lovingly ooncerned for the esrly and blessed
ingathgring of the lambs? Oh my Mother!
thou hast strength to bring forth, see that thou
aleo hagt among thy children, fostering love
and tender nurture, and faithful watoh-cars for
titose whom God has given thee |

O;ETR CONFIRMATION CLASSES—THE
- -RELATION OF BAPTISM TO
CONFIRMATION,

Haying got onr Confirmation classes together,
and had a few words of introduction, if possible,
with eavh candidate separately, the next thing
will be to ¢nter upon 4 fall gonrse of instruc~
tion. We recommend a recitation of the
Apostles’ Creed, all standing, at each opening
of the olass, and the repetition of the Veni
Creator Spiritus, all kneeling. A suitable form
of prayer can withont diffienlty be drawn up
from the Collects, and a short extemporary
prayer may be added with adyntage, In
addition to & perfect knowledge of the Cate.
ohism, the oandidates may also be T squested to
learn off by heart the relootion of Co:‘ﬂ?niation
bymns to be found in the Church Hymnal, All
Seriptare proofs referred 1o in the course of

Y | the instractions should also belearned by heart,

The parish clergyman shoald keep in mind that
it 18 probably his last opportunity for giving
definite dogmatic teaching to the young of his
flook, and he, thereforo, should exercise corres-
ponding pains and diligence in his preparation
and instruotion, The names of the god parents
of the candidates should be ascertained, and, if
possible’ thoy should be communioated with,
apd their prayers invoked on behalf of their
god-children during the time of preparation,
and speoially on the day of their Confirmatior.
All instrootion of candidates for Confirmatiin
sbou!d be based on the fact of their being in
covenant with God by virtue of their Baptism.
They should be approached from the first a8
those who in their Baptism were made membors
of Christ, the children of God, and inheritors of
the Kingdom of Heavon. It is not heathen
children that the Pastor is called on to instruot
in view of their Confizmation, From this point
of view it will be found profitable to draw
attention to the Baptismal Service in the first
inatance and to the part taken in it by the god-
parents, This will open up the subjeot of Infant

Baptism and the relation ‘to it of the rite of



