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EPICUREANISM.

The proofs that the bulk of mankind in this age

are Epicureans, and believe pain the greatest of
evils, and pleasure the chief good, are abundant.
It has been well observed, that the aversion to the
idea of punishment, which is so universal, is, in
some degree, the result of the Epicurean horror of
pain. T'hat particalar phenomenon is, however,
connected with Epicuriarism in another way. The
gods of Epicuras took no part in the government
of the world, and, therefore, no right of govern-
ing could in any way be derived from them. Our
«modern theories of government are, in this particu-
lar, Epicurean. All government must, according
to the prevalent notions, be founded in the assent
of the governed ; because it cannot be founded on
the Will of Gop, Whom men have agreed, practi-
cally, to shut out of the world. Some believe Him,
as we have already suggested, to have exhausted
His government, by enacting a set of laws and
decrees which execute themselves, requiring, and
receiving, no attention or superintendence from
Him. Others regard Him, in a manner still more
Epicurean, as.taking no thought for any thing which
occurs upon earth, It is probable, that many more
persons hold this last view unconsciously than con-
sciously. But some hold it each way; and the
two classes both unite, with the men of laws and
decrees, to treat Gop as any thing but the moral
Governor of the world.

If Gop be not the moral Governor of the world,
there can be no foundation for government, but the
assent of the governed. Nothing is more clear,
than that no creature can have any inherent
authority over any other creature. This palpable
difficulty is gotten over in fashionable theories of
government, by introducing the idea of a patural
right in the majority to rule. But if no creature
have any natural right to direct the actions of any
other creature that is, to govern him, neither can
any majority which is only an aggregation of
creatures, have such a right. The right of the
majority to rule, must then have one of two bases.
Euther it must rest upon the Will of Gop, or upon
the assent of the governed. It cannot rest upon
the Will of Gop for two reasons. There is no
revelation, or other evidence, of the existence of
such will; and, besides, such an idea is inconsis-
tent with the Epicurean theory, that Gop has
nothing to do, or does nothing, in the government
of the world. It the advocates of this majority
theory, were content to rest its claims, on, what
has been well called, the Providential theory, that
whatever government is found in well established
possession, is to be taken to be of Providential ap-
pointment, and so entitled to obedience, they might
still rest their claims upon the Will of Gonb,
wherever the power was actually in the hands of

the majority. In fact, there would be no answer
to such an argument; but it will not answer the
purpose; for it applies with equal force to any
other system of government. This is also true of
the only remaining foundation of the right of the
majority to govern, the assent of the governed.
But then another fancy intervenes, that men are
not likely to assent to be governed by any other
power than the majority. 'T'his is contradicted by
all history ; which shews that whenever men have
found themselves subjected to the will of a major-
ity, they have seized the first opportunity of erect-
ing any other form of government, in order to
escape from that which this fancy supposes to be
the universal favorite. But the fashionable notion
is, notwithstanding all this, that government is, and
must be founded on the assent of the governed.
This assent will, of course, be withdrawn, the mo-
ment it becomes inconvenient, and, at least, at the
moment when the individual is about to be punish-
ed. The right of punishment must then rest on.
one theory, and can rest on no other, that man is,
by the Will of Gop, subjected to authority and go-
vernment. But this theory is inconsistent with the
Epicurean theory which excludes Goo from the
government of the world, and thus there is, to an
Epicurean, no reasonable foundation for the right
of governments to inflict punishment.

Pain being regarded as the greatest of evils, and
pleasure the greatest of goods, punishment be-
comes objectionable upon another ground. There
can be no propriety in inflicting pain as a means of
reformation ; for the pain is an evil greater than
the moral good of reformation. 1If, then, we had
authority to inflict punishment, which, upon Epic-
urean principles, we cannot have, there would be
no propriety in doing so, beeause we should be
producing more evil than good. Hence the loose
manner in which children are brought up, the
absence, in fact, of all domestic discipline. To
punish children for their faults, is to inflict a cer-
tain evil, in order to attain an uncertain good.
This, besides that it involves an assumption of
authority, which upon Epicurean principles, cannot
exist, is wrong in itself. For it will certainly in-
crease the quantity of evil in the world, and possibly
may not increase the amount of good. Moreover,
we cannot punish our children, without iuflicting
pain upon ourselves ; and what right have they to
expect that we should undergo a certain and
present evil for their contingent and remote advan-
tage ?

These principles prevail among us, they are not
avowed acd set forth in logical connection; but
they are acted upon as consistently as if they were,
and they are all, moreover, every now and then
avowed ; it is only the connection between them
which is disavowed.

But the proofof the prevalence of Epicureanism

‘amoné us, is equally strong when we turn to the
Tother division of the doctrine of Epicurus, that
pleasure is the greatest of goods. We have
already remarked, that the pleasure, of which
| Epicurus spoke, was not mere brutal sensuality.
| That was not excluded from his idea of pleasure,
but it did not complete that idea. His idea of
' pleasure included those more refined pleasures of
| sense, which we are not accustomed to speak of as |
‘ sensual, ag well as the semi-intellectual pleasures |
|of art, and intellectual pleasures themselves. It
| did not include moral pleasures ; because they all |
'rest on self-denial. This was one great defect of
| Epicurus’ system. It was merely selfish. Self-
' denial had a place in it, but not for any but selfish
' purposes. Epicureans abstain to-day, that they
may enjoy to-morrow. Enjoy the same things, not
| better things. They do not abstain, that they may
| acquire a control over their appetites, and become
purer beings, but that they may retain the means
| of enjoyment, by the preservation of their faculties.

Is not this the course of things among ourselves? |
| Who denies himself any thing in order that he may
| have wherewithal to give to the poor, or the Church?
Much money is given to both ; but it is superfluous
money, which the donors suppose they will never
|miss. It would, perhaps, be not less true, that
they would never miss what they gave, if they gave
more. Bat, in fact, very few persons, if any, give
any thing which involves self-denial. Men give
nothing which will abridge their pleasures ; because
they look upon pleasure as their chief good. They
are Epicureans; and when the ambassadors of
Carist descend into the market place, these
Epicureans encounter them, and treat them as
babblers, because they preach Jesus and the Resur-
rection, and the brotherhood, which has its foun-
dation in the membership of one and the hope of
the other, and desire that they would part with
their treasures which are upon earth, and which
can only purchase for them the pleasures of sin for
a season, in order that they may *““lay up treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor dust doth cor-
rupt, and where thieves do not break through and
steal."

We have often adverted to the curlous combi-
nation of the worship of Mammon with that of
Belial, for which this age, and especially this
country, is so remarkable. It has its origin in the
prevalence of Epicureanism. Men regard pleasure
as the chief good, and therefore they cannot wait,
but must seize upon it as soon as they can. They
cannot wait for enjoymer.t until they are rich ; yet
they cannot forego the hope of being rich. They
therefore endeavour to extend their acquisitions so
that they may have enough to spend extravagantly,
and yet leave enough to accumulate into wealth,
The moral evils of this double necessity of “making

money"" are not difficult to imagine.

Men are, however, not willing to admit that they
are Epicureans, because their pleasures are not ex-
clusively gross, and, in their estimation, sensual.
But the delights for which they seck, are not more
refined than those of the garden of Epicurus. Nor
are sensual pleasures excluded from their notions
of enjoyment. Splendid entertainments furnish
one very common mode of expense, It may be
asserted, that these are not given for the sake of
the sensual pleasures of eating and drinking. We
believe that they are not given exclusively on ac-
count of those pleasures. They are sacrifices, not
to “ the lusts of the flesh,” but, to “ the pride of
life.””  The principal object which the givers of
such entertainments have in view, is the assertion
and advancement of their position in society, by
the display of real or imaginary wealth, and of the
mental qualificaticns required to arrange an elegant
entertainment. But neither * the lust of the eye,"
nor *“ the iusts of the flesh,” are entirely overlooked.
The pleasures of the palate are not forgotten, and
if they were, there would be but few admirers of
the display. The display itself may be regarded
as belonging, so far as the givers are concerned, to
‘“ the pride of life ;"' but to the rest of the company
it falls under the description of * the lust of the
Eyr.

But in the most favorable aspect of such things,
they are still Epicurean. For they administer, at
the best, to the refined intercourse of society; &
thing lawful in itself, but not lawful to be inade the
great object of life. Nothing earthly can be law-
fully made the great object of life. Yet every
thing around us shows, that, to the greater portion
of mankind, pleasure, in some form, and under some
modification, is that of which they are in pureuit.

This produces a state of mind, which is one of
the greatest impediments to the progress of the
Church. The Church wants men and money.
Men who are persuaded that earthly pleasures, no
matter how refined, are the great end of life, will
not devote themselves to her service. They will
not even give any considerable portion of their time
to forwarding her interests. They find it moch
easier to throw away, as they call it, a small snm
of money, than the time which they hope will enable
them to earn a larger.  Yet they are not liberal of
money either; for money is the stuff of which
wealth is made ; and their pleasures depend upoP
the possession of wealth. It is in this way that the
Epicureans now most dangerously encounter the
Church. It is Epicureanism which cuts off hef
supplies, both of men and money, and thus imped“
all her operations. i :

The evil can only be overcome by substituting
Christianity for Epicureanism ; self-denial for self-
indulgence. It will not do to preach a.dl_hﬂ.ed
Christianity, a compromise between Christianity
and Epicureanism ; that is, between Curist and
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