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THE PENITENT'S PRAYER.

Redeemer, hear! now, when the trembling light
Of life’slast sunset slowly fades away,

And the proud thought is darkening into night,
And the vain body sinking to decay,

And Earth’s fair beauty s the eye grows dim,

Falls on the spirit like a vesper hymn.

From some lone convent stealing far among
 The everlasting hills,” floating awhile

As fain to linger where its breath had sprung, —
High o’er the vales, amid the mighty pile

Of Nature's mester-work, then gliding on,
A dream to mingle with bright visions gone,

Hear, as of old, when through the rushing blast,
A sound of wo went up, and lips grew pale,

And doubting hearts their new-botn glory cast
Forth on the waters, and above the gale,

4 Save Lord, we perish,” rose the bitter cry,

And the m’llad ocean murmured in reply.

Oh! had [ sou ught thee’in the ;by,ofyouth. .
“E'er life w! cﬁnaed ot the’ bllghtmg chill

Of a proud world had marred my spirit’s truth,
Or fear had whisper'd aught of earthly-ill,

1 biad not borne the mark upon my brow,

Nor sank beneath the welgm of sin as now.

Oh! canst thou pardon,—hath' no word been said,
No voice gone forth from out thy shining throue,
To number me with unbehevmg dead, .
To say for mie the day of grace has flown,
That God though mercifil has lauzhed to scorn,
‘The prayers that were with life’s lsst shadows born?

Hear! There are voices wlnspenng in the sky,

And sounds of joy, os from some far off shove,
Come, like sweet music softly ﬂoaung by,

To speak of realms where grief is known ne mere,
And a Jow lnughur like en infant’s mirth,
Seems famtly tising from a fading eatth.

There are glad dreamiags of a cblldllood s home,’
And happy smiles, and kind beseeching cyes,.

And words of love that bid the wand'rer come,
‘And tones that thrill like early melodies,— -

Ibless thee. Saviour, that my troubles cease,—
The sign is made, at last I rest in peace.

J. C.

~ THE ASSUAQING OF THE WATERS,
" - ognmsis vur 3,

‘The woe of clouds is past,

Heaven hath discharged its store;
And o’er the horrent waste

The sun looks forth once more.
But what does he behold,
. Where late man wandered free?
What tinge with hues of gold,

But s wide and trackless sea?

Unnumbered human forms

Lie floating on-the deep,
Rock'd by the day of storms,

To their last, Jong, droamless sleep ;
Children of carth, with these

Is her watery breast strewn o'er,
And this sad sight he sees;

But sees he nothing more?

Yes, there’s a stately bark,

Which has braved the angry strife,
‘The heaven-directed ark,

That is pregnant mll with life;
When stillpess reigns in air,

And death on the shoreless sea,
Oh! the embryo things are there

Of the world that is to be.

Thus, when the skies shall bear
A lnghtnmg wnhout rain,
Which, starting from its lnr, :
Will dry the raging main;
The righteous. shall endure, - . B -
"While the blazing heanns reitiove;” '
From every harm secure,
In Christ the ark of love. '
: Thomas Ragg.”
THE SLUMBER OF THE PULPIT.

EXTRACTED FROM AN ARTICLE UNDER THAT TITLB »lN THE
CHURCIH OF ENGLAND QUARTERLY REVIEW.

It has been said of Tacitus, by ﬁerioni who cannot how.
ever have caught his drift, and who must be only superfi.
cially acquainted with his writings, that by . hie cold way of
relating enormous crimes ho would in somo sort appear not
to have disapproved of them ; and that the minds of his read.
ers aro corrupted by his not expressing that detestation and
horror, which horrible and detestable proceedings should
naturally excite. However untrue in its application to tho
Roman historian, the observation is founded cn an‘accurate
knowledge of human nature. A cold style of describing: af.
fecting things is an error in point of taste—is contrary to
the justice due to the audience or reader—and is moreover
to sllght and disregard their sympathios. in your! favour, In.
deed it is the power to awaken sympathy that is at the bot.
tom of all the marvellous workings of the masses in every
age, and in every country ; it is what

“Shook the arsenal, and fulmin’d over Greece

To Macedon and Artaxerxes’ throne.
It is what constituted the tupanonty of the mighty erator
of Athens over a eompromiser Jike Marcus Tully. The
one, an object of awful respect after

That dishoness victory
At CbztOnn, fatal to Jiberty,

is choson to make the funenl oration over the bones of
those who fell in consequence of his policy ; the other, with
ill-disguissd contempt, ia salated with the titleof Imperator
at the Issus. It was in conconmted passion that the Greek
exceﬂod tho Roman. The * Father of his country” was al.
ways playing falsstto, acting @ part, and sometimes s very
mean one; he showed a trockling spirit which,

Non honmm, pon Di, non concessere columu-.

It is not hard to recognize a similar distinction between
the tampecamonts and writings and their results of the two
other lights of their own age, who wore however contempo.
rarics, and flourishod (comparatively speaking) the othor
day. What a machine did the energetic mind of Luther sst
in motion ! a machine, so to speak, beforo our eyos even
unto this hour, and whose ultimate counsequences sre not
even latent in the womb of True, ‘The troths which had
been outraged, he re.proclaimed in the spirit of outraged
truth, at the behest of his 5, and in the servico of
the God who cannot lis. He did his duty, comno good, come
evil! and made no question on which side the prepondo.
rance would bo: * Talk not to me,” he exclaimed, ** of scan.
dal and offence. Neod breaks through stone walls, and
recks not of scandal : it is my duty tospare wenk conscien.
ces ag far as it may bo done without the hazard of my soul.
Whero not, I must tako counsel for my soul, though half
of the whole world should be scandalized thereby.® Such}’
was the tone, by the adoption of which the German * Son
of Thunder® moulded not only his own but futuro ages,
And what a contrast does lie presont in this respect 14 his.

.| immediate giencer anid contemporary. . Rraemus, who might

bo otyletl the morning.star of the Reforination, was an infi.
nitely moro elegant scholar than -the heroic Luther, and a
man of as consummate genius; but however rogarded in his
own time by:the polite and lettered world, he is at this day
only known by bis writings to a fow, since ho loft neither
impress on his age nor consecution to.posterity, To what
cause shall wo attribute this? To his not daring to follow
out his ideas—to his stopping short, to his temporizing, to
bis pastaking more of the characteristics of Atticus than of
Cato,—t0 his NOT »riNG ENOUGH IN EARNEST.

‘T'o come down even to tho days of our Fathors: and hore,
deprecating all unfair constructions—repudiating overy mo.
tive save what honour, honesty and religion supply, we must
speak plainly out; herein let aught that mnay savour of of.
fonce be imputed to our Jove, - What was it thon, wo ask,
that touched with the Jiving coal from God's altar the mouth
of Wosley? What was it that denuded in those days the
churches and chapels of the Establishmont, whilst tho plaine
and the sides of the hills werc throngod row above rew with
gasping- tens of thousands, men, women, and children ?
What was it that made the eloquence of that Mothodiat ‘ir.
rosistible over the multitude 7" What was it that @ashed like

ditory? What was it that insinuated itself into their hearts,
until the meat ebdurate were inoved to tears and penitenco ?
What was it that heaped coals of firo, as it were, spon (heir
heads, until the ore of the most atubborn did melt ? Nothing,
but single.hearted zeal, a straight.forward purposo, and an
esrnestness which were followod by the most beneficial
offects.

It was the decp convucnon of the awful rosponsibility ot.
tached to tho christian ministration, coupled with an un.
weariablo energy, a nover-nlaxmg charity, and that yearn.
ing desire for the conversion of the moanest creature wlom
Christ porished to wave,. wlnch smounted to faith in his suc.
coss; it wasall tlm, that. ﬁlled the moutb of John Weoley
with tho verba ardentia; thnt. an eloc.tncnlly from 8oil to
soul, till the wholo ‘congregation of omful human bomgo lit
up into one blazo of devotion.. :

Wesley was truly- enorgetlc. He was zenloul, and went

| to work liko a'giant rejoicing in his strength, 1fe fult (hat

his vocation was of the Holy Ghiost; and looking to what
he indeed accomplished—to thio wonderful conversions that,
by his fervid appoals to the heart, he every-wheure wrougbt
wo must admit, that the good which he effocted was consi-
derable, He wont forth to meet the enemy at tho gate, or
rather, like the Carﬁugmnan, he carried the war into his
territory. He mado no league with sin -and infidelity. He
-pake as ftom a..throne, and stood up agam-t Sotan; und

‘ ttahdmg on the“confines of “two Worlds; hie“shdbk the “diie

with the thouders of tlte othor N

, Wo make no apology for ‘this’ montlon of Wocloy Wo
introduce him as having had a godly zoal for the cause which
he embraced; and be it remembered that he onco lived
within the penetralia of the temple. Would to God that
the Priests and deacons of the Church would catch some.
what of his zeal! Wo do not say that we wish the Clergy of
tho Establuhmont to mumo the power of ordsining minis.
ters—to ptomote a dxvluon Jn the Church—ryo =& auiLty
OF THE SIN OF scmsu. “Lot not, ‘for am instant, sucha dread.
ful construction be put upon our words, We would guard
against the most trifling approach to such a catastropho.
Methodism was not originally devised by its foundor as 3
separation from the Church. It was intended as an aur.
iliary ; but Wesloy set a power in motion which ke could nei.
ther stop nor control. Prineiplo was sacrificed to an imagi.
nary urgent expediency. * In spite of solemn protestations
from the Church Methodiats, farthor and farther depsrtures
were sanctioned ; bilter invectives were connived at; tillat
length, by the daring assumption of the power of ordninihg
ministers, though :not_ without ‘much: tampering with con.
science, a separato system was, in the year 1784, established.”
We believe that to the end of his deys John Wesley truly
loved the Church of ‘Englind ; and although our clerical
biography pxenuu a galaxy of divines, who utterly cclipse
the ecclesiastics of every other nation, many of whom too
wore more highly gifted .than ever Wosley could boast of
being, still and for that very cause, would we point attention
to that-good ‘and cxtnordmury insn, who produced such
wonderful effects, simply by the working of zesl chastened
by nought, save perhape love. And we the rather make
him our exemplar, bectuse of another trait in his cbaracl.er
to which wo ascribo his mweu, we mean his lree and cor.
dial intercourse with the common mplc. .. Tt was this that
taught him how to strike from . the most- stony heart the
sparks that set the whole soul in & glow. It was the secrot
of that sympathy which he koew so well to inspiro. 1t is
the kuplng so much sloof from communion with the lower

- »

lightning on the close and stagnant: consciences-of -his av?]

orders, that throws such a damp upon the ministration of
the Clergy of the Church of England.
. .

*

That socisty in this country is badly and oven awfully
eonsiructed, is ponerally felt. It is made up of & vast num.
ber of cliquer, and e1ch oxclusive circle onres nothing what.
ever for any other. There is an interfusion of ranks un.
doubtedly, so far as alliance is concorned, but no interfusion
of intercsts. The freomasonry of a particular sot is wnore
operative than ties of blood. A mian marrios, or by his ex.
ertions raises himself in the grade of socioty, and forthwith
ho shakes off’ his old friends and eonnoxions. Thus js the
community partitioned and subdivided into vertain distinet
feactions, which, like marbles in a bag, touch witheut win.
gling; instoad of being separated and split like s0 many
globules of quicksilver, which howovor they may seem to
fly off, will invariably upon contact redintegrute thomselves,

i is bad enough that thero should be such discordant in.
terosts in society. But the ovil amumes a much darkor
ohndo when we recollect, that tho ministers of the Chureh
m )‘mgland (of course with many excoptions) hnvo; hk»n
(Rsie fixed station amonget. (i wo .mey bs wlowdtfkatiyly

that is to say, the millions, to bo made the proy of tho Po.
litical Economists on the ono side, nnd the dmonllng inte.
rest on the other.
¢ What the locust Jeaves is devourcd by the pulmot worm.*

Wo would carnestly exhort the Clergv of the Eatablich.
ment Lo cast off this opprobnum on their sacrod profcssion,
to recollect that inwrapped in the divine panoply! if they
wero found seated boneath the lowliest roof in tho inctropo.
lis or elsewhere, thore can be no pollullon lnformd no de.
filonont in their contact with its vilast inmate. It is or.
dained in the eternal constitution of tlung-, that an educa.
ted clorgyman is, ex officio, & gontloman; and no, possible
contamination that does not reach tho inward man, can ever
for u singlo instant invalidate. his. titls to bo so considored,
Nay, the more urgent ho is in propagating tho gospol, and
admamstermg to tho spiriturl wants of tho -poor, the nore
doeided aro hia claims to tho respoct aud roverence which,
from his station, bolong to him. It was imputed . by -the
Phariscos to our Saviour asa crime, thut ho ato with publi.
cans and sinnors, but he rejoined, that such was his mission,
“Iam not come to call tho righteous but sinnors’ 1o ro.
po,ptnnm.” Maut. ix. 10, 13.

.Alsur@dly tho clergy should culiivate lho nﬁbctwm, and

insinuate’ themsolvos into the confidonco of the commen

people, miuch more than they seon at present to think worth
their whils. . ¢ They should,” to use the language of Bax.
for, ** by fumlllnt conversation with thom got thair love, and
also find out their. i ignorance, orror, and sin, thair objections
and doubts, to know what'they noad, -and . deal with thom
privately and pouonally. as wo!l as pabllcly l’o: tlmr in.
struction.”

“I mfcr," says tho: Buhop o(‘ Wmcheller. e from our
Lord's example, the duty which St. Paul urged whon ho ex.
horted the Romun Christians to * condescond to men of low
estate.’” ¢ [ vencrats the namo of Dr. Franck, of Hallo in
Slxony." writes Me. Voun, * who, when a professor of gtou.
cst note in that univeraity, felt his bowole yoarn ovor tho
children of the poor, and bocamo their teachor, though do.
rided by the University for his hoavenly compassion! So
difforontly did his God regard the good . work, that, from
small beginning, it was soon enlarged to bo emongst the
first charitable foundations, embulnnng his name for ages
to coms.” Doddridge’s ministerial injunctions are as sound
us practical on this head.  You mustnot shun the coltages
of the poor, or the ‘chambers of the lnnguuhmg. nor must
you ever bo so intent on the more pleasing sounds, asto turn
away from the sighs. and groans of the dulreuod. You
must often be visiting your brothren, that you may see, how

they- éo'-iad-tbomybmnul or'domoatic-afllictions ot bs-

tenderly weighed, in their various 'wcumnunccc, ihat your
hoart inay-feel its part, and so prompt you to do all you can,

it often will be, at least to allevmw tlncm and nomohmu
the- sight and conversation of a’ christian friend dopu s0
much to alleviate them, that one would imagine so cheap a
charity should not be donied. Lot not our- Mastor sny in
refegence to any of his servants, ‘T was sick, and yo visited
me uot I'wsi in prison, and ye did not come unto mo.'”
Bul. tho practice of Felix NefT is yet moro exemplary tbln
the grecept of . Dr. Doddridgo. - Tho heart of thie Apostle
was thoroughly devoted to the spiritual advancement: of his
mountain flock. “‘It was his high and lofly ambition to
olevato their thoughts and hopes to the noblest objects to
which immortal beings can aspire, and to raise tho stsndard,
until they should reach to the fulness of the stature of
Christ ; and yet ho so condescended (o things of low estats,
as to becomo a teacher of A, B, C, not only to ignorant in.
fancy, but to the dull, and unplisnt capacities of adulte,
Beginning with the most tircsomo rudiments, ho proceeded
upwards, leading on his scholars methodically, kindly and

patiently, until be had mude them proficiente in reading,

writing, and arithmotic, and could lead them into the ples.
santer. path- of music, geography, history, snd astronomy.
None but euch mon as Oberlin and Neff, none but' those
who, like them, bave boon under the ‘strong influence of
christian motives, have over done violence to their natural
tastes and inclinations, and have left tho mors agreeable,
and equally legitimate duties of their profession, o assume
the functions of the bumble pedagogue, and of the villago
dame, and to teach the lowest sudimonts to the Jowest poor;
not before the admiring oyes of the world, but in seclosion,
and amidst all.the disheartening circumstances of dirt and
stench, of chilling cold, or suffocating hest.

9t was this that Jed Neff' to the dismal solitudes of Da-
milleuse, and shut him up with his twenty.five pupils, and
urged bim to abandon for atime those pursuits which were
most congenial (o hismind and habits, in order thet he might
lay a foundation of knowlodge and happinces, and consti-

tute something to the stock of gencral prosperity in a dis-

epithet) tho gonteoler classos ; and left -the eomgnonulty.'

if possible to remove them; or_ if that bo' impracticablo, ss.

trict, which wae ssparated from the moro habitable pasts of
the world by rocks and mountains, cold and sterility.*®
It is impossiblo to ovorrate the good which might thus be
offactod as well in & smail country parish, as in & sphoro of
greator axcitement. Not merely tho positive quantum, the
ostensible good, but that, which is impliod by prevention of
evil. Ag itiy, tho clorgy of the Establishinent let the dis.
wenters of every denotnination stoal from -thoir fold some of’
the choicest of their flock. ‘This supinencs: and apparent
inditforence is worso than criminal; it is a betrayal of the
sacred trust which God himself has committed to their keep.
ing. *Who indved,” saye the Bishop of Winchester, * can -
ostimate the guilt of & lukewarm mmuuy? Indiffaronco is
futul to souls, * Ho that is not with me, is lgunul mo: and
ho that gatheroth not with mo scattoroth.”’ 1f the avpine
shiopherd suffor the flock of God to be led ustray by others, -
ho 1nust not hold himeolf guiltioss because anothoer and nat
hitnsolf is the loader. . Ho virtually dispersos i€ ln_ does not.
guther intotho fold of Christ. In fact a i
houso scums to bolong propex;ly to.the cha
ter. Evenif it beso ardent as 100 ent him.
the mm«nbhchmt, go-tlut Jacaphe) vt‘
guido him, Meokness bocomes him aleo ; “but ho wust’ no&
let is meeknoss oxtinguish his xeal, wheun “the ocouiou :
should call it forth, -1t was' said moro than ﬁﬁy_ years ago,
of a servant of God yot living, Oh ! to fame, as ho dges with
zoal, aud yot (o bo beautiful - with mookness.” - Again, * Is
the pastor tempted, in his retired and thinly pooplnd parish,
to spare his_labour, and put forth leas of his amngu: than
lio might be willing to dxtend in a ophoto of greater oxcite.
ment, and inoro obrious to the inspaction of men 1 Let. him
ask himsolf, whothor the ovorsight even of a single soul be
nut wore than ho will desire to: anewer. for at the day of ac.
count? Lot him guard with. jealousy against permitting the -
absonce of an unholy and worldly mmnlua to mllu.noo tl:o
shuractor of his mmutry - :

Ot p—

28(.) Mnnwu of l-elu Neff by the Rcv. W S. Gilly-—pp. 979.
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som'rtmq.:. ILLUBT‘A‘I‘IORI-
' No. X|V.- :

l’UBLlCANS. OR 'I‘AX GATHERERB.

Luxn xviii. ll —'* Or mn n this Pnblluﬁ."\ Lo »

© AL Bl\].gdl, in tho way to’ Peuopollo io a ltatlon raldon,
or toll.gatherere, uppointed to lovy & toll upen kaﬁlolu, or on.
ravans of merchants ; and who, In geneinl.:’ exowln lholr
office with so much brutality and oxtorlion. as to be oxecra.
tod by.all travellors.. The polico of the hlghwaya i oonﬂdod
to thom ; and wllonovornuy goods are stolon, thoy sre muut
to bo tho instruments of nmtntion, but. wbon thoy ln put
to tho test, aro found to be inefficiont :/_nono but .a man in

plncod at too wide_ intorvals to bo’ .tblo‘to’ communiuto\
quickly; but thoy genonlly are porfoctly uqminlod vmh
’ i

omolumont tlun what thoy can’ oncto
ptoacnbod dues_from tho travoller, ‘the _ .
counted for, and a cause mﬂiclontly powerf ) ls gnven for
thelr insolonco on the one luud, lnd tbo dotuuuon in whiolo
they aroheld on the other. . .
Ba_).galn means ¢ the placo of tributo,
rendered, the receipt.of eisiom ; and pcrlu )
pvlm llkﬂhiv Urat our Bulcur cillod Mm

Persia. L
I aloo uplnim why Mutllww, who mu uahd
coipt ol custom, is sfterwards called & publlc
thet in the chotco of bis dicciplu our Savlour'
shoso thom not only from ‘among. the poorm nd humblnt
clats of men, but also l’rom thou. who. from lholt pmicuo .

larsituation in life, wero ‘linied by oll ranks, Mmlmv. :
a toll.gaiherer, must,. like, the rahdars, he an
knawn to all ranks of poople, and demud on agoount of -
their profossion, When he was seen luviug powot l‘lilllt
unclean spirits, wlth powot to hul oll manner of ncknou
and discaso, and following one like our Scnour. his. hfo.
when compuod with what he formerly wu, mut lun bml

aconstant miracle, .

The parable “of the Phasiseo and tho Publim. (Luko
xviii, 10--13,) will be more clearly understood by what has
beon sbove snentioned. Our Saviour, in bflnglog.tlmo two
charscters together, sppears to have chosen them is making
the strongest. contrast between what, in the public estims. -
tion, wero the extremes of excellency and villaing.'; - Aécor-
ding to Joobplms. tho sect of the Pharisees was the most
powerful among the Jews ; and from what has’ besn sald of -
tho rahdars, it msy perhape be explllnod why the Plurlno.
in pnying to God, obould mako “ extonmun" and * the ua.
just” almost synonymous terms with yubllmc. becauso we
have soen, thet from the peculiar offics - of tho rahdar he is -
almost an extortioner by profouion.—lm’cr'c nﬂmd Jour :
ney, : - .

THE SINEW: WHICH S8HRANK.® L
. Gxwusts, xxxil, 32.—* Therefore the children of Tsrasl eat
ot of the sinew. which slmuk. whleh is upon uu holbw ol' zho .
thigh, unto this day." .
W found - the - Choebw before the door. tching ﬂlo
gambels.of fifty or llxty of his hosses, who were frolieking

before him ; and of more than tvo hundred very fine cattle,



