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“HER FOUUDATIONS ARE UPOW THE HOLY HILLS.”

STAND YE IN THE WAYé; AND SEE, AND ASK FOR. THE OLD PATHS, WHERE IS THE GO0D WAY, AND WALK THEREIN
REST FOR YOUR SOULS.—JEREMIAH VI. 16.
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Poetry.

THE PILGRIM’S SONG.

My rest is in heaven, my rest is not here,
hen why should I tremble, when trials are near ?
hush’d my dark spirit, the worst that can come,
But shortens thy journey, and hastens thee home.

Itis not for me to be seeking my bliss,

nd fixing my hopes in a region like this ;
T look for a city which hands have not piled,
I paut fora country by sin undefiled.

The thorn and the thistle around me may grow ;
Wwould not lie down upon roses below;
ask not a portion, I seek not a rest,
LT find them for ever in Jesus’s breast.

Let death, then, and danger, my progress oppose,

hey only make heaven more sweet at the close :
me joy or come sorrow ; whate’er may befal,

An hour with my God will make up for them all.

Witha serip on my back, and a staff in my hand,

L'l march on in haste, through an enemy’s land :

The road may be rough, but it cannot be long ;

And I'll smooth it with hope, and I’ll cheer it with song.

HOOKER.

Voice of the wise of old !
Go breathe thy thrilling whispers now
In cells where learned eyes late vigils hold,
And teach proud science where to veil her brow.

Voice of the meekest man !
OW, while the Church for combat arms,
almily do thow confirm her awful ban, :
Y words to her be conquering, soothing charms,

v°i°}5 of the fearless saint !
Ringlike a trump, where gentle hearts
t high for truth, but, doubting, cower and faint;
- Tell them the houris come, and they must take their parts.

The Cathedral.
_— ——
; THE PRUSSIAN CLERGY.*

: In Prussia the clergy are universally poor. The li-
Ying of Spandau, one of the richest in the kingdom, brings
W an annual revenue of only two hundred Frederic-d’ors,
Or one hundred and fifty or sixty pounds of our money.

N the country places, such is the depressed state of our
“€7gy, that they are obliged, in many instances, to cke
Ut their slender incomes by working ‘in the fields like

|l)"llfbourers. Again, though the state-religion of

S81a be Protestant, (for the distinctions between Lu-
e_"afl and Calvinist are now forgotten,)such is the libe-
;:lfty of the government, that in parishes wher'e the ma-
"1ty of the inhabitants profess the Romish faith, a Ro-
chs Priest draws the stiperd, and occupies both the
urch ang the glebe-house. Here, then, we have the
pa:: grﬁat evils already referred to; a clergy universally
Perised, and a state-religion not fairly countenanced

Y the state. What is the consequence ?

If the Prussian clergy were far more learned than they
g 22d T am willing to allow that there is a prodigious
458 o learning among them,—if their habits of life, in-
ad of being those of the recluse, were, in point of acti-
ne:'t‘ﬂd energy, all that their office requires,—it seems
< 80 impogsible that, labouring under such palpable
ﬂuenc“m-ag?s’ they should ever acquire the smallest in-
G, O;Wlfhln the domestic circles of thelr_ panshlo'ners.
by their poverty from associating with the. higher
ﬁvm:’ and separated from the lower by the superior cul-
Plp: D of their intellects, they may be eloq.uent in their
Pits, anq able, and even orthodox, at their desks, yet
the uce little effect for good upon the public mind, or
Nor Public morals. For it is neither by their preaching,
Y their writing, that the ministers of religion most
vid ally serve the purpose for which the state pro-
em with a subsistence. It isin the daily inter-
of life—in the domiciliary visits which they pay
€ Cottages of the poor—by the tone which they give
. Neral society wherever they join in it,—that the
npini:pportunities are afforded to them of l:flffllldlng the
.05 of those around them ; because it isin such si-
. °n8_ that they best succeed in earning the respect of
of ,ne_‘ghbours; and I need not add, that the precepts
Whe '8lon never carry with them half so much weight as
1€y come to us from those whom we both know
®Stimate rightly. But this can never be the case in
thay Ntry where the political position of the clergy is such,
% hﬂ Noble house would feel itself disgraced, were one
Poorest scions to enter into holy orders; where
s “WMoluments of office are so wretched, and the condi-
'“!l'cof the pastor so humble, that the very peasants
%%: look on the last with respect, or to the first as an
dﬂ.ﬂ,“f&mbition. It is better, however, to describe in
fc

than 1o go on with a general line of reasoning.—

Paj, o °.Wing is a correct sketch of what befell when I
taj % Vsit to the incumbent of a country parish, cer-
the lf Neither the poorest nor the most secluded within
™Mits of the Prussian dominions.

i Parsonage-house stood close to the parish church.
q,;:? 2 straggling, old-fashioned edifice, with a paved
. “:lfront, and a garden and orchard behind. The
3 °Te very dingy; and both they and the tiles gave
z:d: ;lcc that the hfgd of repair seldom touched them ;
%e‘;’"yal’d was neither clean nor well kept. When I
X Ifound two women, one elderly, the other young,

8 some poultry. They were dressed in the hum-

gy, 2 I 1€, as if accustomed to such operations; and I
I Wag Y concluded that they were the pastor’s servants.
Q“ghtmlﬂtaken. The one was his wife, the other his
) er.; and as the good man kept no domestic except
h‘l!el? 81T, by them were all the menial offices of the
Rene 8 Berformed. I entered. German houses, in
ilto::l’ re not what we should call well-furnished ; that
qule s y?“ need not expect to find, even in the palaces
Oy, "Obility, carpets on the floors, or an air of luxuri-
hﬁnuy a1y where ; but this poor man seemed to have
Mu&ny furniture at all. His room—and it was a
Yoy, d(; ONe—contained a chest of drawers, a small
» w4l table, 5 fbw-chairs with Wooden seats, and a
\’aedlcln Stove. He had just finished dinner, for it was
h ¢k, and the remains of the feast stood before
%8 wuely, 5 large basin of the thinnest soup, some-
g 2T mistook for suet dumplings, a morsel of

thy " Ol€ o tatters, and a plate of sour crout. His
“’llth_ a8 Mug of beer, and his pipe was already in his
&"‘fuﬂ The 80od man begged me to take a seat, and

! I)’Otlm;wered such questions as I chose to put to
Onily ,%'Set What was the precise value of his benefice ;
""ﬁim €mber that it was inconceivably small ; yet he
&h , a: that there were many of his brethren poorer
. ‘M d that he was contented.
N 5

ey, (Smany, Bohentia, and Hungary, visited in 1837,
‘" 6' R. Gi‘fv MA.

“For my garden is

very productive,” continued he; “and I am yet strong
enough to cultivate it myself.”

* And have you any society at hand ?” said L.
your people attentive and kind to you ?"’

“I have nothing to complain of among the people,”
replied he; “they attend church tolerably well, and
when I do join them of a Sabbath evening in the public
garden, we smoke our pipes very sociably together. But
we don’t see much of one another.”

Isoon found, on pushing my inquiries farther, that the
relation between pastor and flock is in Prussia a very dif-
ferent affair from what it is among us. Nobody ever
thought of applying to the pastor of ,in case of dif-
ficulty, for advice. No sick/person besought him to visit
him or her in sickness; the poor found him not their ad-
vocate, nor expected so to find him. The bouer-man
sent him no little presents—eggs, or poultry, or fruit—
in token of attachment. With the great proprietors, one
of whom had a schloss in the parish, he held no inter-
course; indeed he was, exceptin his own family, entirely
companionless. Again; it was not his wont, nor the
custom of his brethren, except on stated occasions, to
catechise the young, or to exhort the aged. He lived, in
short, a life of mere routine, and had no inclination to
step beyond the circle. How is it possible that a man
so circumstanced can have the slightest power to mould
the opinions, or lay down rules for the conduct, of those
around him.

“ Are

The errors, then, with which the Prussian government
seems to be chargeable, are these :—first, that it is not,
in the proper acceptation of the term, in alliance with
any particular church or creed whatever; and next, that
it has not provided for the ministers of religion such a
maintenance as the nature of their office requires. For
it is beside the question to argue, that if the clergy be
poor, they are at least on- a level with the members of
other professions. It can be no object to the govern-
ment whether the physician and apothecary shall have
influence over the minds of their patients or not, or the
lawyer be able to bend them to- any given purpose. If
the government have a wish in reference to these gentle-
! men at all, it probably is, that they shall possess neither
| the inclination nor the will to sway the moral opinions of
| the psople; but with the clergy the case is different.—
If they be incapable of accomplishing this end, they are
clearly inadequate to perform one of the great purposes
for which the state undertakes to maintain them. And
I need scarcely add, that men are no where so humble-
minded as to listen with deference, on the most impor-
tant of all subjects, to the precepts of those whose con-
dition renders all approach to general companionship im-
possible.  Such, however, is precisely the state of things
in Prussia; which is the more to be lamented, that the
government piques itself on the efforts which it makes to
discover latent talent in other walks of life, and to foster
and reward it. Itis in the Church only that no prizes
are bestowed, and that no pains are taken to ensure for
the work of the ministry, at least a fair share of the shi-
ning and influential genius which every where abounds
in the community.

I AM A CHURCHMAN.*

I am a Churchman, because the Church of England is
one of the oldest branches of the Christian Church; she
can trace back her history not merely, as some would
have it, to the times of the Reformation, but almost to
the days of the Apostles themselves ; for she was not first
formed by the Protestant Fathers, she was only r¢formed,
and they were her own children who purified her from
the errors and defilements of Popery. T love my Mother
Church the more because she is old; her hoary head is
acrown of glory. The Wise man has told me * thine
own and thy father's friend forsake not,” and I have
seen no reason to forsake her.

I am a Churchman, because I know of no Church that
holds the great leading truths of the Gospel more sim-
ply, more fully, or more clearly than the Church of Eng-
land. Gonb has long made her a shield and a shelter to
the true faith in this country. Many, without her pale,
have lighted their torch at her altar, and even when her
ministers and members have walked in wilful darkness,
she has still, in her articles, her creeds, and her services,
held forth the radiant Word of Life,

I am a Churclhman, because 1 find from the Epistles
of St. Paul to Timothy and Titus, that the primitive
Church had the orders of Bishope, Priests, and Deacons,
and I find the same orders exist in our own. Change of
time and circumstances has indeed created some differ.
ences in her constitution, but I believe that on the whole
she comes nearest to the model which the Apostles left us.

ZLam a Churchman, because no Church has produced
more able champions for the truth; nor has any fur-
nished a more goodly company to the “noble army of
martyrs."”

Iama Churchman, because I am persuaded that our
Chureh is surpassed by none, in the tone of moderation
and the spirit of charity which not only distinguish her
services, but which, since the glorious Reformation, have
distinguished her general conduct towards those who
have differed from her.

I am a Churchman, because the Established Church
is remarkable for the care she has taken to provide for
the young; by requiring sponsors for every child, by
supplying an admirable catechism for youth, and above
all, by maintaining the Scriptural and most useful rite of
Confirmation, she has beautifully shewn her maternal so-
licitude and wisdom ; she has had her Saviour's injunc-
tion in remembrance, “ Feed my Lambs.”

Tam a Churchman, because I find the matchless Li-
turgy of our Church, so plain, so full, and so fervent; I
have got intimate with it; I love it as a long-loved
friend; Ican understand it, I can enter into it, so well,
that I find nothing like it for Public Worship.

I am a Churchman, because our Church does so ho-
nour the Bible. How much of the pure Word of God
does she bring before the minds of her children every
sabbath day and indeed every day in the week!

I am a Churchman, because Ilove, T pray for unity.
My Saviour loved and prayed for it. I will not, there-
fore, I dare not leave the Church of my forefathers and
thus promote disunion, unless I can discover such rea-
sons for deserting her, as convince my conscience that I
am bound to do so; and no reasons ought to convince
my conscience which would not satisfy my Saviour.

I am a Churchman, because the Scripture tells me to
be subject to the “Powers that be;” the Church to
which I belong is supported by the Government under
which I'live: that Government, whilst it permits, does
not sanction dissent; as a' conscientious subject, there-

fore, I cannot, without the strongest reasons, abandon
the Established Church,

I am a Churchman, because 1 find that the Establish-
ment excites the bitterest malignity, and endures the
fiercest assaults of the infigel, the lawless and the pro-
fane; Icannot believe that she can be bad, since they
so much hate her, for their hatred is their best testimony
in her favour.

I am a Churchman, because 1 see that God is blessing
our Church. He has revived His work in the midst of
her. How wonderfully haye her faithful and devoted
ministers recently increased, how rapidly are they still in-
creasing! At the same time, the tone of godliness,
amongst her serlous members, is so simple, so practical,
and so exemplary, that it has been frankly declared by
several highly respectable and candid dissenters, that
there is more of exalted piety to be found within her pale,
than can be met with amongst all those who differ from
her. God has not thén forsaken her,—and ought I to
forsake her? ' L

I am a Clurchman, becayse, though I am told my
Church has many faults, agq though Iin part believe it,
I can find nothing human that is faultlgss; andif I look
closely into other Christian hodies, I find many blemishes
there. I feel persuaded too, that, since God is purifying
the Establishment, her Principal imperfections will soon
be done away. I would say, therefore, of my Mother
Church, as it has been beaygifully said of my Mother
Land, ¢ With all thy fuults I lope thee still.”’ ¢

Whilst then I love all those who love the Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity 5 =hilst T sespeet the scruples of those
who conscientiously differ from me; whilst, as my bre-
thren in Christ, I freely offer them the right hand of fel-
lowship; whilst I avow it as my chdcest, my noblest dis-
tinction, that I am a Christian, I repice to add, I thank
God that I am able to add, I am alo a Churchman.

RELIGION THE BASIS OF NATIONAL EDU-
CATION.
From a Sermon preached at Quebe: by Bishop Hophins
of Vermont. ‘

The age in which we live, my brehren, is full of fear-
ful warnings. The spirit of insubadination—of revo-
lution—of the overturn of all most acred and most dear
—seems to be abroad throughout tle earth; and the in-
struments of that spirit, every whee, are the lower or-
ders of the people. Excited by te oratory of dema-
gogues, filled with impracticable ndions of liberty and
equality, taught to band together br the correction of
alleged abuses, ready to destroy evey government which
hesitates to adopt such changes as nay please the popu-
lar will, and encouraged to look wit1 suspicious jealousy
upon their superiors in earthly rank as if those superiors
were all trying to monopolize thei: rights, and trample
upon their privileges, the labouring :lasses of every com-
munity exhibit a growing hostility to law and order,
which the arm of government canno' always repress, and
which can only be prevented by the early inculcation of
sound religious principles. In this aspect of the ques-
tion, there is a serious difference between the rich and
the poor in all communities. The ri:h may be destitute
of piety, and yet be the friends of gov:rniment, and of the
public peace ; because they have uswlly every thing to
lose and nothing to gain by the work of revolution. But
if the poor have no religious principe to guide them,
they are always prepared for disturbance and commotion.
They have no property which they fewr to hazard.—
They have no ties of pleasure, or of fashion, or of con-
nexion, or of character, or of worldly honor, or of refine-
mént, which can operate in the absence of the checks of
conscience.  The fear of the law is easilysilenced when
they have the appearance of numbers on their side; and
as for all the rest, the chances of pubiic agitation seem
rather in their favor, for they have nothing to lose, and
in the general wreck they may gain something. Plainly
then the peace of governments demands the 1<ligious
training of the poor. Make them Christians, and they
will be, on principle, lovers of law and order. Meke
them Christians, and you will make them abhor mobs

and the court of the Roman Governor still maintained some rem-
nant of the splendour of the Scleucide. By means of her port
Seleucia, she had communication with the West, and connected
the trade of the Euphrates with that of the Tiber. Her po-
pulation, even in the days of Chrysostom, when she had been
dethroned by Constantinople, amounted to 200,000 inhabitants;
Here Peter and Paul began, on the same ground, those labours
which they afterwards transferred to Corinth, and terminated by
a joint martyrdom at Rome. Here the followers of Jesus first
received the appellation of Christians, And from the ordination
of the Prophets of this Chureh, St. Paul received his commis-
sion to preach to the Gentiles. So that if any Charch could set
up the lofty claim of Mother of all the Gentile Churches, it was
she, and Rome must be content to rank among her daughters,

This city, therefore, wasa most important position obtained
for the Gospel, and St. Paul made it the head quarters of his
various missions, until he was carried to Rome. The charge of it
could not but be one of the highest responcibility, and Ignatius,
to whom it was committed, isthus introduced to us at once in the
strongest terms of commendation.

His name would lead us to suppose him of Roman origin, and
he was probably one of that considerable body of the citizens of
Antioch, who owed their birth, at least their dwelling there, to
the abode of the court of the Roman governor, and the residence

sent to pay due reverence and respect to this other disciple of their
beloved John, upon his glorious confession, by deputations of the
most honourable men among them. Ephesus sent her bishop
Onesimus, with his d Barrhus and Crocus, and with Euplug
and Fronto. The Mag came rep ed in their bishop
Damas, their priests B and Apoll , and their dnoon.
Sotion. The Trallians deputed their bishop Polybius, and the
Philadelphians their bishop also. Here was met a Christian coun=
cilindeed ; and to this holy assembly Ignatias preferred a fervent
request for the co-operation of their prayers to support him in the
fight of a good confession, and gave a solemn charge to beware of
beresy, which was now becoming rife among them, and to hold
fast to the tradition of the Apostles. Norwas he satisfied with
verbal exhortation to the depufies, but also wrote letters from
Smyrna to the churches themselves,—namely to those of Ephe-
sus, Magnesia, and Tralles.

“The prevailing topic of these Epistles is watchfulness against
beresy, and, as necessarily connected with this, obedient com~
munion with the bishops, priests, and deacons.* “Be careful
(he says) to have one eucharist. For there is one flesh of ‘our
Lord Jesus Christ, and one cup for the communion of his blood 3
one altar, as there is gne bishop, with the presbytery and deacons,
who are my fellow servitnts; sothat what ye do, ye may do acs
cording to God.” He had indeed but too good reason to insist in

of his legions. His character would lead us to the same 1 y
which is that of strong resolution, practical decision, plain thought,
and blunt expression : although this latter may now and then
change its style for somewhat of oriental inflation, under the
strong excitement of his peculiar situation and the influence of
Asiatic education. He appears ve inherited together with

these the national talent for government, of which indeed they
are the proper accompaniments, and there was ample oceasion for
its exercise. The churches of the East, and. of Antioch espe-
cially, had already been invaded by those pernicious doetrines,
which, after many changes of shape, at length ate them up as
would a cancer; so that this Charch could not have chosen a
more proper successor to its first Bishop Evodius, than Ignatius.
Besides his straight -forward good sense and uncompromising spirit,
which were so necessary to resist the artful insinuations and open
avowals of heretics, he had been a disciple of the Apostle St.
John ; a circumstance the importance of which is very insuffici-
ently appreciated in these our days, when the canon of Seripture
has been acknowledged for seventeen centuries, and link must be
broken after link, through long times and countries wide apart,
in the chain of testimony, before doubt can be established, both
as to whether it be entire, and whether the single books be genuine
and incorrapt,—when immemorial and universal custom has pro-
duced an instinctive belief in its authenticity, as strong in most
minds as if it had rested upon the evidence of their own eyes and
ears. But at that early period an individual might not know
whether there were not- Apostolic writings which had not yet
reached him, and might not even be able to distinguish an artful
imposition from true Seripture, since few could read Seripture for
themselves' (in those days of manuseripts,) and must depend
upon the accuracy of their memory, and soundness of their judg-
ment, to ascertain any difference between a forgery and what they
had beard read in the church. An indisputable Apostolic suc-
cession, therefore, was of the utmost consequence in every chureh,
and as long as it was possible, the presidency of a man who had
conversed with the Apostles; he wasa sure touchstone always at
hand to his flock, and saved them the intricate analysis of the ore,
to which but very few could have been competent. Ignatius
could certify that such and such opinions were expressly contrary
to the preaching of St. John, and that such and such writings
had never received any authentic sanction.

Even these days of schism are unable to supply us with an
adequate conception of the view which presented itself to Igna-
ting, from his chair at Antioch, He had to contend with the
insane heresy of the Gnostics, who denied the reality of Christ’s
body, repudiated the authority of the Scriptures, and, as a conse-
quence, resisted the cardinal doctrines of the atonement and the
resurrection. 'With such persons Ignatius was not the man to
parley. He revolted from their loquacity ; despised their tortuous
subtilty ; was proof both against persuasion and threats ; and full
of the Holy Spirit, he detected and refuted their false doctrine.
But the infeetion of the example of these men could not but
have its effect upon the discipline even of the orthodox,
some of whom, full perhaps of spiritual pride, from being driven

and insurrections, with tleir horrid accompaniments of
oaths, and curses, and vioknce and blood. 'The Gospel
is the religion of peace. I inculcates the spirit of obe-
dience to all lawful and settl:d authority. It renders the
poor man honest and indusrious and temperate—the
lover of his home, and of his Church, and of his bible,—
the lover of his government, and of his country, and of
mankind. And hence in tlis respect 1t mght be truly
said, that the work of righteousness is peace, and the ef-

fect of righteousness, uictness and assurance for ever.

IMPORTANCE OF THE LITURGY.

I have observed, during the last few years, with deep
regret, the increased attention which is paid by the mem-
bers of the Church of England, to that portion of the
services of the Church, which s peculiarly human in its
character—I mean the seppices of the Clergy ; and how
much less attention is paiq to the Liturgy, prayers, and
praises of public worship. Phigisan importation from
‘the dissenting school.  Tn 0t disenting chapels, where
the service lasts from one hour ard forty minutes to two
hours, not more than tep minutes are devoted to the
reading the Word of God, not mee than a quarter of an
hour to prayer; and with the sxception of two short
hymns, or selections from them, the rest of the time is
occupied by the sermon.  Thig Japentable inattention to
the most important parts of divhe worship is gaining
ground in the Church of England, not, indeed, that its
sublime prayers are not read, by the responses are too
often left to the parish-clerk abne to make, and the
prayers are “got over” with (oo great precipitation.—
Hence, also, arises the fact, that nany Episcopalians now
reach Church when the prayers aie half over, and some-
times during the communiop service, “just in time for
the sermon’’—as though to praisc God, to pray to Him,
to confess our belief in Him, andto hear His most holy
revelation read to the great congrezation, were inconside-
rable portions of public worship Where the prayers
are well read, loudly, distim:tly, wth due emphasis, and
evident conviction of their importince, the congregation
is sure to do its duty, and to be resular and early in its
attendance.—Blackwood’ g Magazne.

LIVES OF Tuxg FPATHERS.
No. 111
IGNATIUS !

—
Antioch on the Orontes was hoth pior to Corinth in time, as
the residence of a Christian Church, anl superior in the magic of
its allurements. She Was the acknowldged Queen of the East,

* From the Charehman, Magazine.

into the opposite extreme of narrow-minded strictness, slighted
the authority of the bishop, even in cases where his presence had
been always deemed indispensable hitherto.

Te these fights from within, the persecution of Domitian suc-
ceeded 3 but with the helm of fasting, prayer, and expounding of
Scripture, Tgnatius kept the vessel of his Church straight on her

course, and secwre amid the violent storm.  After a long interval
af pasas; <wathay storm Arose and rammalld 43 - L1 . ccwa
quillity within.  Tijay, flusbed with his victories on the Danube,

determined to renew them on the Euphrates; and engaging in
war with the Parthians, he made Antioch his head-quarters in
preparing for his expedition. As the foe was an ancient and for-
midable rival of Rome, it is likely that Trajan accompanied his
human preparation with every means of procuring the divine fa-
vour. But the public shows would renew the popular cry, “ Away
with the Christians;” or, ag it ran in Tertullian’s time, “ To the
lion with the Christians ;” and their toleration would appear un-
dutiful beheaviour.to the gods whom Trajan now wished especial'y
to appease. In 10 humour to brook opposition from the Chris-
tians, the emperor nearly lost his life by a terrible earthquake,
which spread dreadful consternation through Autioch, crowded
as it was with an immense army. A heavy persecution descended
in consequence upon the heads of the Christians; and when Ig-
natius, as bishop, was eagerly sought for, he saved them the trou-
ble, and presented himself before the Emperor, as the apologist of
the Christian cause, and the guardian of his flock. The confe-
rence between these two celebrated soldiers of the world and of
Christ, wasshort and pithy, Ignatius freely told Trajan that he
was wrong in worshipping the gods of the Gentiles, and declared
to him the one God and his only Son Jesus Christ. It endedina
decree of Trajan to this effect.—* We give orders that Ignatius,
who asserts that he carries ahout within himself the crucified one,
be put in bonds under the custody of soldiers, and carried to the
great Rome, to be food for the wild beasts, and to make sport
for the people.” On hearing this, the holy martyr exclaimed,
1 thank thee, O Master, that thou hast deigned to honour me
with perfect love towards thee, binding me thus with iron bonds in
fellowship with thy Apostle Paul ”  So he put on the chains with
exceeding joy, and after having prayed for his Church, and re-
commended it with tears to the eare and protection of the Lord,
was hurried away on his long journey, under a guard of ten sol-
diers.

From Seleucia, the portof Antioch, he was conveyed by sea
to Smyrna;* and then he had the comfort of meeting with its
Bishop, Polycarp, who had been bis fellow disciple under St. John.
They now met for the last time after many years of separation.
One was on his appointed road to the death by which he was to
glorify the Lord, and the other perhaps was already conscious
that himself was destined to follow.

The arrival of Ignatius at Smyrna produced also a lively emo-
tion throughout the Churches of Asia; and the principal of them

* Abridged from the Rev. R. W. Evars,

“A.D. 115,

the strongest terms on'this point. The government of the Church
was necessarily a prime object of attack with the false teachers;
They must break the vessel, before they could spill in the dust iu
waters of life, They must ruin all discipline of unity, before
they could withdraw members to theis ataudard.  As long as they
obeyed ard hicard the toaclors, the faithful wounld not listen to
their seductions. He tells them, therefore, to obey the bishop, as
Christ does the Father. Again, to obey him as Christ, their
priests as the Apostles, theirdeacons as the commandments of
God. Though more in detail, these analogies do not go beyond
that of St. Paul; “ Wives, submit yourselves unto your liu'sblndq
as unto the Lord.” No bishop of those churches need be further
removed than by a second succession from the Apostles; and
Polycarp, and perhaps more, was in the first. They were fit
standards therefore of sound doetrine, and had a commission
which no other men could have. = The very fact proved that they
who separated from them separated from Christ, for these separa-
tists held doctrines totally opposed to the Gospel in spirit and in
letter. The flocks might indeed have been told to avoid this and
that error, and been provided against each with a detail of refuta-
tion. But would Ignatius do this, when he could refer them at
once to a standard, and give them so summary a means of detect-
ing false doctrine? And when day after day herésy assumed
some new shape, and no sooner had he openéd his lips upon oné
novelty than another sprang up, how could be‘gﬂ"ectunﬂy fore-
warn men, but by advising. adherence to the Bichop? To thesé
very men, in fact, weappeal at this day for the anthentieity of
Scripture.  They form the first link of that long chain which
separates us from the Apostles, and their testimony is the eritical
point of the whole evidence.

Before he left Smyrna, he wrote alsoan epistle to the Romans,
in which, after entreating that they would not intercede to prevent
his approaching martyrdom, he requests their prayers for his af-
flicted Church of Antioch. “Remember in your prayers (he
writes) the Church of Syria, which instead of me hath God for its
Pastor; Jesus Christ alone and your love will be its Bishop.” Im
this simple sentence there is something exquisitely beautiful and
tender.

He was hurried from Smyrna by his guard, who were eager to
take him to Rome in time for the games of a great festival, and
treated him with great harshness. He proceeded to Troas, and af-
terwards he sailed to Greece, and landed at Neapolis. Pausing
for some time at Philippi, where he was treated with great marks
of love and reverence, he proceeded on, and at last quitted the Gre-
cian continent at Epidamnus,

A short delay was occasioned by their being baffled by the wind
inan attempt to land at Puteoli, and considerable disappointment
to Ignatius, who wished much to enter Italy at the same point as St.
Paul, and pursue the track of his journey to Rome. They made
land, however, at the port which was at the mouth of the Tiber.
The soldiers hurried him hence, since they feared that the festival
was fast running to its close, and the bishop as eagerly accompa«
nied them. On reaching Rome, he was immediately surrounded
by the brethren; some of whom, in despite of the gharge in his
letter, eagerly demanded to interpose for his life. But he eagerly
repelled the proposal, exclaiming, “Let me be food for beasts,
through whom I may attain unto God. I am God’s wheat, and
shall be ground by the teeth of beasts, so that I may be found pure
bread of Christ.....Pardon me, I know what is good for me. Now
do I begin to be a diseiple. Let nothing of things visi_bie or invisi-

ble grudge me the attainment of Christ. Fire and the cross and
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apart, chopping of limbs, the grinding of my whole body,—let all
these evil inflictions of the devil come against me, provided only I
win Christ.”  After having embraced them all, and asked from
them that which was true charity, namely to let him die, they all
knelt down, and he in the midst of them besought the Son of God
in behalf of the Churches, for the ceasing of the persecution, and
for the mutual love of the brethren. He was then hurried off to
the amphitheatre.

There, insolent with revelling; and maddened to cruelty by the
sight of the blood of dying gladiators, the people of Rome were ex-
pecting the appearance of the old man, and raised, no doubt, a
shout when he was produced before them. For the first time in
his life he beheld the interior of an amphitheatre—a sight forbidden
to the eyes of the Christian. He beheld the assembled majesty of
the lords of this world, their senate, their magistrates, and, O strange
and impions speetacle! their women and consecrated virgins, look«
ing upon death’s shocking and varied agonies with composed coun=
tenances, and almost drinking in the streams of blood with their
eyes, amid savage delight. Tt was -trnly the temple of the Prince
of this world. 'Fhe multitude, with shouts, cheered the beasts as
they were loosed upon him, The agony of the blessed martyr was
short. The beasts quickly despatched him, and so ravenously,
that only the harder and more rugged bones were left.

His faithful deacons gathered the scanty relics, and conveyed
them to Antioch, where being decently enwrapped inlinen, they
were preserved as an inestimable treasure. This was on Decem-
ber 20th, A.D. 115. Nearly three hundred jears after, a pane~
gyric, splendid in all the ornaments of human eloquence was pro-
nounced over him, from the ¢ golden mouth’t of one of his fellow-
citizens, and minister of his own Church, who could boast, and was
worthy of a spiritual lineage directly derived from him.

The blessed martyr Ignatius has received his reward and lives.
But the adversaries of flesh and blood, and senseless matter, which
excrted their violence to compel him, and the friends_and bodily
delights which might have endeavoured to allure him, to a com-
promise with the world, where are they now? In such a retrospect
how full of meaning to us are these expressions of his, “I take no
delight in the food of corruption, nor in the pleasures of this life,”

* So interwoven is the mention of these three orders with the
whole texture, that no supposition of interpolation will avail.—
Their opponents, therefore, are driven to take the short cut of de-
nying the authenticity of the whole; but their objectians have
been triumphantly refated by Pearson in his Vindicim Ignatisns:.

Fven Dr. Ifardner, & Dissenter, admits their genuineness,
+ Bt. Chryvostom.




