
i5th p]En 10

r reader some indication of what New Westminster can
rose ivation. It is famous for both flowers and

climate and situation being especially favourable
readergrowthof both. By and by we hope to present our
the ers with further demonstration of its success in both

respects.

THE CLERGY RESERVES QUESTION.
70 te Edito- of TiE DoMuiNION ILLUSTRATED :

r your issue of February 8th Mr. E J.
tor « ng charges me with a misstatement of his-
Cal.facts n regard to the attitude of the French

1athoîics towards the Protestant Clergy Reserves.
li.tsubstantiate his position he quotes the division
his .Upon the final votes, which apparently support

ientw It is not safe, however, to base an argu-

Polit impY upon a vote which the exigencies of
foIics may force out of a popular assembly. Take
Q instance the vote of Parliament upon the Irish

dresstion on the 2oth April, 1882, by which an ad-
i s adopted, without a dissentient voice, ad-

g-Ve .ier Majesty upon the proper method of
shouîdng Ireland ; if any person in after' years
thin come upon that vote and conclude any-
the as to the real sentiments of members upon

e Stbject, he will be very much mistaken. Mr.
Cielming has taken a similar surface view of the

1y Reserve vote.
Withi 0S not Only a fact recorded in history, but one
Frenc the nemory of many living men, that the -
larizat.otook no part in the agitation for the secu-

(p. 255on of the Clergy Reserves. As .Láreau
" rés55,Hist. de Droit) puts it : " La queston desreserv 11aqet
" danves ne fut pas diréctement un sùjet de griefs
Sana le as-Canada. Au contraire, dans le Haut-

etCadada cette grande question créa des discordes
01 the Jalousies." In the address of Parliament

e Sbject, in i85o, it is clearly shown as an
er Canada question in the following passage,:

"that it.appears from the facts above stated,
Sutcceduring a long period of years, and in nine
the nessive sessions of the Provincial Parliament,

"C 1itepresentatives of the people of Upper Canada,
h t ave bn unanimity seldom exhibited in a delibera-

endody, declared their opposition to religious
Sr Fwents of the character above referred to."

the secuancis Hincks, who chiefly bought about

cients 'larzation, states (p. 43 Religious Endow-
a an Canada) that "the French Canadians as

Ssev yty were extremely unwilling to conmit theni-'
tions ,on the Clergy Reserve or Itectory ques-

Sir E., and he mention Sir L. H. Lafontaine,
very stnne Taché and Mr. L. H. Viger as .being

Therongly.Opposed to the movemen,.
clear. Olowing letter will make t-he matter very
ruled In0f.ail the English Gorernors who have
and e this country, Lord Elgin was the most able
he caear-sighted. The 1peasure was carried while

1etteGovernor, and this is his view of it.
of catfrorn the Earl of Elgin, Governor-General

Oronta, to Earl Grey, Colonial Secretary, dated
" A JuIy 12, 1851 :
aaito the insinuation that the movement

a t the endowments of the Church ofgglvet is prompted by the Romans, events will

howevlie to it ere long. The following facts,
this bh , Seem to be wholly irreconcilable with

Cvinesyothesis. Before the union of the Pro-

JICathol. ere were very few, if any, Roman
nient ;ltenembers in the Upper Canada Parlia-
itr' ey were all powerful in the Lower. Now

egrecorded in history that the Upper Canadiani

series ative Assembly kept up year after year a
proof assaults on the 'Clergy Reserves ;' in
dress t wlich, read the narrative part of the Ad-
frorni Sto Fier Majesty on the 'Clergy Reserves'
is e" te Ltgislative Assembly last year. And it
latiually a fact that the Lower Canadian Legis-

Cept, Assernbly never meddled with them, ex-
so bs think, once when they were invited to do

Lord the Government." (Walrond.-Letters of
1 lg ' P'139.)1eas. Elgin was not in favour of the drastic

tgingres whicb the Upper Canada mnajority were
~was the fi biographer says, p. 135 : " So violent
at on e eeling that it threatened to sweep away
withou stroke all tbe endowments in question,

even regard to vested interests, and without
taiing for the repeal of the Imperial Act

" by which these endowments were guaranteed.
More loyal and moderate counsels however pre-
vailed, owing chiefly to the support which they
received from the Roman Catholics of Lower

"Canada."
The Roman bishops never complained of these

endowments, nor were any petitions got up nor any
agitation raised about them in Lower Canada. It
was clearly against the interest of the Roman
Church to advocate openly or covertly any principles
of secularization.

Lord Elgin's editor, basing his staten ents on the
letters, goes on to say (p. 136) : "The more
"moderate and thoughtful men of every party are
"said to have been at heart opposed to it, but it
" was impossible for them to stand against the cur-

rent of popular feeling. The Bill speedily be-
"came lawv; the Clergy Reserves were handed over
"to the various Municipal Corporations for secular
"uses; and though by this means a noble pro-
"vision made for the sustentation of religion was
"frittered away so as to produce but few beneficial

results, a question which had long been the occa-
sion of much heart-burning was at least settled, and
settled for ever. A slender provision for the fu-

"ture was saved out of the wreck by the commuta-
"tion of the reserved life-interests of incumbents,
"xwhich laid the fpundation of a small permanent

endowment ; b9jt, with this exception, the equality
of destitution among all Protestant communities

"was complete.'ý
I do not wish.to be misunderstood. I have not

,expressed any opinion as to the merits of the sub-
ject, and I shafl not go off into any side issue on a
dead question. I am merely inquiring as to who
broke up the Protestant endowments ; and, to
adopt the w'ords of the Address of Parliament, I
am compelled to sa.y that it was "the great ma-

jority of Her Matjesty's subjects in Upper Canada,
"to whom thèse endowments had been for many
"years a source of.intense dissatisfaction."

The qiestiònhowever, after a long agitation in

Upper Canada, got'down into the region of practi-

cal politics. * Sir Francis Hincks says (p. 73, Re-
ligious Endownients): " 'There had never been any
"diffefence'of opinion qn the Clergy Reserve ques-
"tion among the Jpper Canada members of the
'Government (Lafontaine-Baldwin), but the time

" had arrived when it was necessary to come to an

'understanding .with the Lower Canadians." The
Hincks-Morin .Ministry was then formed with
-the .two chief planks in its platform of the Secu-
larization of the Clergy Reserves to please Upper
Canada, and the Abolition of the Seigniorial
Tenure to satisfy Lower-Canada. It is not neces-
sary to follow in detail the shifting phases of poli-
tics which succeeded during the next two years,
but at last a coalition Ministry emerged out of

chaos bearing with it these same two planks, and
in 1854 both measures were carried. Mr. Hem-
ming points out that Ffènch Roman Catholics were
among the majority which carried it. It is true

that their scruples were at last overcome. Let the

following extract from Mr. Louis Turcotte's valu-
able history explain how :-

" Les députés du Bas-Canada supportèrent la
"mesure ministérielle, afin de se rendre aux désirs
"de la population du Haut-Canada. M. Cartier

(afterwards Sir George) rappela à l'opposition
"que la sécularization des réserves n'avait pas été
"soulevée par les catholiques du Bas Canada,
"mais par la grande majorité protestante de

l'autre province. C'était à elle qu'il fallait en at-
tribuer la responsabilité. Les dernières élections

"axaient prouvé que la sécularization était une
"idée populaire parmi cette population. Si l'on

n'avait pas envoyé une majorité écrasante en
faveur de la sécularization, les catholiques n'au-

"&raient pas voté pour la mesure."-Le Canada
sous l'Union, p. 231.

From these txtracts the true history of the
Clergy Reserve secuîlarization clearly appears. I
bave no wish to renew ancient griefs or revive the
mnemory of sectional quarrels. b)ut the " double ma-
jority" theory was then doing ils wvork, and if, after
so long and rancorous a struggle in Up~per Canada,
the French had assisted the minority to bind the
Clergy Reserves upon the immense and finally tri-
umphant majority of Protestants, there stood men

ready and waiting to raise the cry of "French
Catholic dornination"-a cry potent in Upper
Canada to arouse a storm before which many a weil
meaning politician has quailed, before which the
Ministry would have been swept away and the
abolition of the seigniorial tenure indefinitely post-
poned. Excepting as a matter of theoretical prin-
Ciple, the French had no interest in thwarting the
English in their resolution to secularize the endow-
ments of the Protestant clergy and to abolish ail
relation between the Protestant Church and the
State. They were deeply interested in the aboli-
tion of the Seigniorial Tenure, for which the aid of
tie English vote was necessary, and which did not
concern Upper Canada. Both parties were pleased;
but, as a Protestant success, it was not brilliant.
It is true the preamble was passed " that it is ad-
"visable to remove ail semblance of connection be-
"tween Church and State," but then the Act goes
on with very deficient logic, to apply its sweeping
principle to Protestants alone. Not a voice was
then raised to point out that the Roman Catholic
Church was established by the very saine Imperial
Statutes which created a provision for a Protestant
clergy, and, now that the Province of Quebec is
almost autonomous-, it is expected to carry out that
advisory preamble from the logical consequences
of which the Parliament of Old Canada shrank.
When the French Roman Catholics desire to dis-
establish their own Church they will do so ; there
is nothing to prevent them ; but to do it by resolu-
tions of Protestant assemblies here or in Ontario
seems to indicate a deficient sense of humour.

S. E. DAwSON.
Montreal, February 10, 1890.

IN THE ARENA.
I.

Life's mighty amphitheatre was filled
W'ith many a fair and many a brutal face,
As o'er the vast arena to his place
A Spartan strode, strong-limbed and iron-willed,
And for a moment the great noise was stilled ;
Fir.,t came against him Grief, a Greek from Thrace,
With dagger swift ; but soon a bloody trace
Signed from the sand his enemy was killed;
Then like a Samnite, waving sword and shield,
Sorrow fell on him fiercely and was slain;
Gaunt Misery, a Mirmillonean, steeled,
Fought and was vanquished ; Sin the net in vain
Threw to ensnare him ; all he overcame
Till thick the air grew with the world's acclaim.

II.
But, Io, a woman at the gate appears
With jewel'd hair, arm'd only with a dart,
And at the sight of her with awful start
The victor pales and trembles ; cursing jeers
Crash through the ample space as o'er the spears
And swords of his slain foes he bares his heart,
Crying "Love, spare me, for my life thou art ;"
And she, with shuddering frame, affrighted hears.
Then, with her weapon poising at his breast
And mantled eyes, she waits, aware his life,
If she but look, must be ber pity's gift,
And with a sigh drives home the point well press'd
To end for him the gladiatorial strife,
While laughs the world, its mocking thumb uplift.

SAREPTA.

FATAL CHRISTMAS INDULGENCE.
Everyone has had occasion from time to time to pity the

helpless plight of infants in the charge of drunken parents.
Neglect and mismanagement are the least of the dangers
which continually surround these poor little creatures.
Accident and even death are ever present possibilities w. hich,
as the sequel shows, may be very easily realised. Last week
no fewer than nine inquests were held by )r. Macdonald on
the bodies of children who had been overlain and suffocated
by their intoxicated parents on the nights of Christmas Day
and the days before and after it. This kind of accident is,
unfortunately, not unusual. Sometimes it has recurred so
regularly in a family as to suggest some doubt whether a
purpose did not underlie the evident neglect. In most cases,
however, the excuse, faulty though it is, of inadvertence
must in justice be admitted. Notwithstanding this allow-
ance, the parent's conduct, of course, is far from blameless.
We should seriously question whether it is not legally
punishable. Granted the accident, its import is materially
aggravated by the fact of intoxication, and further by tbe
previous neglect in failing to providte what tbe poorest bouse-
bold may easily obtain -a separate sleeping crib of simple
structure for tbe infant. Tbe cbief tesson to b)e learnt from
tbis Cbristmas catalogue of avoidable deaths, indeed, is tbat
the general introduction of this excellent preventive arrange-
ment is higbly advisable for tbe reason above suggested, and
probably also for others besides.--Lancet.


