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FRENCH RIGHTS IN NEWFOUNDLAND : A COLONIAL
GRIEVANOR

( By our N wroundlund Correspondent.)

The position of Newfoundland is, in one very important
particular, altogether anomalous,
[sland belongs exclusively to Great Britain, but the French
have the vighit of tishiny along the western and northern
shores, and of using that portion of the coast for such pur-
poses & may by necessary in the prosecution of their ishery.

The sovercignty of the

[ addition, the Prenet have had ceded to them the two small
istands of St. Pierre and Miguelon, as a shelter for their fisher-
men, the only condition attached being, that no fortifications
arc to be erected thereon, 1 his right of fishing has been se-
cured to Frauce by several treaties, and hias been exereised for
one hundred and sixty years, 1t iz limited, by the latest of
these treates, to the iine ot voast hetween Uape Ray, at the
scuth-western extremity of the island, aronnd the western ad
northern shores, to Cape St. Johu, at the entrance of Notee

Draamre Bay, The treaty of Precht, in 1913, 8t voneeded th se

privileges to Fragee, and they were confirmedt amd moditied

by the sirst trenty of Paris in 1783 that of Versaillesin 17
and by the seeond trrmt\- of Patia ta 1814, When these troas
tiox woere first entered into, almost nothing was Knowsoo! this
portion of Newfoundland, and the legisiators of Husland,
misted by the reparts of officins, and merchanis whe wisted
to monepelise the fishery, belisved that they were givios to

Fran v the use of a barren, desolate conntry, inespable ot cul-

tivation, atd ondv sutted o be a tmporary home for Bsier-

wen, The congession, however, acted most iujririonsiy s
tar as the interests of the coioay were conesried, wid retavded
e
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o by Saouut murder or Eabbery be
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the othender,

Should digpntes artse in regard o vonndaes,

thers Is no one with withority o wiminizto justice. Waen
anvaie wishes 19 exoape fooan the arm of viofated Law, in any
OUher part o Uie tslamwd, I he can reien thi- cave of Adaflam
That sach a state

[ZIZ RIS R of things shonld e aliowsd to

contine, S diseraceinl to th- Gove

ment of Britam, and an
injastio: to the peopie of Newfouudland,  novain

t
woui dianders iretand chafs auder the rujney, and

sievch the bmperial otthorties to come Lo T rese
are s afrald of distareing friendly rejations with
France, that they will not even aliow the local govermmment

of e istand 1o appafnt magstrates, on the westetn store,
to admini-ter jistior aaong Bratisn subjects and on Betish
soud, and bave nve thousand peaple of British descent, uupro-

tected by law, and in the condition of auteaste), who are to be

revarded as ontside the pale of civilization.  They dao wll this
notwithstanding thav the Treary of Uroeohit expressiy

that ©» Newimiadiand, with it adjacent istands, shall from this
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time forward belong of right wholiy to Britain noer shadl the
Mosy Christian King, hisheirs and successors, or any of their
subjects, nUany U bereafter, lay clati toany right to tye
sale ialalnd OF Isjanda, or any patt b it oe theud” The Freneh
clatm i« rimited o vatching aud ouring Azic on the west coans
but so mien afrand have been stccess1ve British Goverameengs
of di-treihances arising here between teic snbje
of Frince, that they tiave steadily disconraged the settlement
of the conbtey and refitsnd Lo Fecoirnize the presenee there of
Britizsli surj-v. Nay, they bave ony asserted with bt
Breath e coscurrent right of Britieh subjecty to ish in those
waters sl with the French amd have practicaily allowed
il rghit to b into abeyauc e, This the residents on the
westetls sbiors are there protey much on <atfevaes ; wud shoutd
the French make o formal cotl piont tad they nre inbiorfering
with tneis fistiry richts, iUis ot teyend e bonnds af pos.
stuliity that the British Government wouhl order tneir ex,il-
sion,  With all these apselvaniages, the popultation on this
weatern shore 1s o pldly fnesc sl o great e the patiral
attractions, IMring the: st tweive Years, the popuiation in-
Creased trom 3234 to 5,384, or at the rae:, in that protesd of
84 per cent; witie the popatation of the rest of the 1siand
increaded guly ’t the rate of 16 percent, in the same thine,
The French are forbidden oy treaty to settle on the const,
to build housew or reside there except during the fishing sea-
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son, The whole use of the coast, to the Freneh, is to enable
them to cate « and  ctre about 100,000 quintils of umlt\?‘h -
nwuly s aud to accomplish this the best haif of an island
Jlarger than Ireland is doomed to remain au uncnltivnw.d waste,
Neither Frenchi nor Englisi must meddle with it 1t is suroly
time that this wretehed ¢ dog-in-the-manger ? policy were
ended, It is too bad that these miserable French tishery
rights should be allowed to stand in the way of the suulynmul
of such a splendid tract of countey as Western .\’x'\\'lf\{lll(l-
Innd, and to exclude the people of this islod from the fairest
poction of the home allotted them by Providence Lt is pre-
pusterous to imagine that a coast liue, extending over five
hvodred miles, must be sealed up to enable n fow hundeeds of
Freuch fishermea to establish o dozen tishing stations, and
cateb, during theee mounths of the year, 100,000 quintals uf
cod,

Uf cotrse there is <ome show of reason for the polley pur-
sied by British statesmen, in this matter,  Their extreme
sensitiveness regarding Freoch rights arises from the totlow-
ing unlucky parageaph in the  Decliration of His Britanuic
Mujesty,” inserted in the Treaty of Versatlles, Septamoer 3ud,
1783 v In order that the tshermen of the twe nations Ay
uot give vavse for daily quarects, tHis Britannic M Ly ‘w![)
take mMost positive weasures for proventag s stojeels troug
interrupting, tn sany manner by their competition, the nsh'vr)' ot
the Frenen, during the tomporary exerase of 10 waich i~
wranted to them upon the cuast of the band of Newdorod.
ined ; and e will jor this purpose cause the fixed setilemnts
witien shall he formed ther L to by removad, His Brtaane
Majusty whil wive orders that the Frenel tshernien be aot in-
commoded it cntting the wood a-cessary for the repas ot
therr seaftolds, buts andtishing vesselz, The thirteenth article
ot the Treaty of Uteecht, sl the method of carrving on tie
fi~itery which has at sl times been acknowiedoed, shall be thoe
prian {:pun which tne fisnery shatit becaroied on there ot shazl
0o be devinted from by etther party ¢ tae French nstieniuen
t ailding ouly their scatiolds, contning themseives to the ge-
pair of thelr fisitng vessels. abd ol wintenn there . th!
deots of His Britannie Majesty, on theer parg, not molesting
in any manner the Freneh fshonmens fanog their Bealug, no
injaring the seaffolds duriag tar aveues

Al the mnsenter arisen o th ambiznons
privaseoiogy of the forecoing paragraph, Nothing van be
convetved more lkely to e rise 1o dispuates andd o varietv of
interpretations than sten vague, indedaite langenge. Who
caty tetl what 15 meant ov - gxael settements” o widon are to
e removed 77 1L cannol mean taat Brotisa sty iy e G e

tis fooas,

probit ated from batiding noises and S UGS on e coast
Tor 1t assnmes that taey will o sade tieers oo wonter, ol
ure et to o tnjace tie scastolids of tne Preoen dasins thear

aosence” Thew, what Is meatic by S no? interrapting 03 (i
comortition the slivry v the Froonon 77 Do

Voare nal te s al all e Ueose wacersor et
CAame febing wreands as the Foeaon? e
woeal taone of contontion,  We Nowtonngapram!l el
maAantatieed oir b ot Asting srenfiy wath tae P
tue French have pertitactonsiy (TR T ITS
clusioe alm Lo The Hshories 1 This ot hes
atfivers of Eagauest have declared, s ther
pangiage of the Freaty, oinat i there b
tricts Dor the Gebermeti of oo aatornes G 2iad, W
tring Wilh et othier, tuls collndty 1s pot
Ler sabiects from fsning tuere Bt :

Pio-boatde as to whelfier, 1 sny

A
Ve rripiton by comeaetition” of Fronca fishrog o e dohate.
abla watems,

Phis a1 evident that the whole matter i5 in oo mest ane.
satisfactory cotdition, that Newlowsdiaad s ~adesine o
vrievous wrony, amd that ber prospoonty is bereed ov s
Leedalles,  Dhe condition of afRirs Which oW oxi-1 was not
contemplated when these treaties were formaed, and 11 is gt
e Toal these antipnatest dovamenis revisesd AL ale
et any sacdtioe Boitain §5 bound teoset this maater oot
antd rescle per cmost suctent el woyal colonv’ from tae
turaldo ool Feane.. the fiatnng gits of
Franve ve @ oonght ont, aad arbitralons appoasted 10 oty
mite the value, Sbonid tms be founed dmcdelieable, Lot a
vamber of isiauds wlone the constemsura ws Codroy Tstani,
Fox Dstand, Red Istand, Kepple ishuet nmd St Jonn's fshaed
——be coded to Frauee ontne sime co mtitions as 3¢ Preree aind
Miguelon, and et the toest of tue cosst be procinimest bona G0
vonishe territory, These islauds would sceve all tee pares
Fraucs requires in: prosceating her fisherios,  Tooere reaiy
apgutes 1o b 1o difienity 1o tie way Lt might not e over-
coine. The Freaeis ishery nuehits are overy vosr becoming o)
themn of less vate, Taeys Bave to e sustiained by a onnty
of steht shitlings per quintal, and sines the introbton of
sledlie to the mavies ol ine worlhd, the rdea of maring fstaeries
B nue-ery for seamets” has become ridicatons.

(it revently tiie Tmpenal Government Pas relaxed thedr
exigderated views of Freaoh rlghts, and permitted toe Local
Guvernment to make grants of tami alywiters, eXvept imme.
diately on the wrand, Undouatedly this 5 an important
ot sssinn, as iLAllows of the settlement ol the couniey, nad
tho: giving of a legal tithe o fands aod mminoaie,  The tin
edge of the wedge i thus toerted ;1L remains for the Govern.
ment of Newfo ndland to drive 10w, Lot them sarvey
tire fertile districts ; Jay thew ont in blocks ) make roas, and
aid settiers. Onee the caautrs gs fully gettbed the Freneh
viabms Wil bive o be adjinsted in rome way,
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A raviroail
trrowch thee i and, contrctias the sastem nnd western shoges,
will sonu follow. Phe next step, on the part of the Boosg
tiovernment, shwonld be to remove the testrietions, in re il
1o muking grants of portnons of the strand, wherever thees is
o hrbour, The o of the bnchonrs by Brittsh sunjocts eane
not be construed into anv {ofrection of trea v rigat, Now
that grant< ot lands and minerabs are legaitaed, the appaot-
ment ol nscistiates wd U estabiishioent of conets or Juw
musl ecessarily follow, and should be energetivaliy presdmd
for by the Leoal Goverament,  If we aee tede to our-elves the
Frenchman's granp will huve ta in relaged,

The prize is worth atriving for,  The Geological Surveyur
reports that aronnd the bays alone theieare sy halt & -
Hou nqure actes of exceilent fand, sasily r::(,‘l'-im«:d, worll
trnberad, and fitted 1o be the seat of 0 large and pocoperots
vommuanity,  ‘Fie conl heds enhance the vadoe of tiis region
considecably ; and the existence of miaersl deposits 14 m it
ter of certainty 1t is wo bad thint we shoald be virtualiy
excluded from more than half the (sl by sn ancient trewty
made when circumstasces wers cntirely ditfervut from thuse
which have now develuped thernwlve,
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JANUARY 1

THE NEW - MADE OLD,

In Catholie times it was connnu for devotess n.hm[t to
visit nny shrine to stick fn their eaps leaden iunges of the
snint whose shrine they wore woing to vinit; these pllgr.umv
sigus have been rare x\rtie‘lus, for witich cvlhwmrx‘luwu Ziven
lnrge prices ; hence, fabricators h.u‘vu been ‘n: H\h,!l‘t" old wqu,
and reaping a plentiful harvest. Phs Bnhs} Archinologieal
Association, in May, 1358, notiewd _thmw frattds, ang u_wlu the
following statement: ¢ The rmn.un.\l-.:r uf lhu‘ evening way
ovcupied in the ressing and the (hscumluu‘u( fAn acconnt
drawn up by My, Caming, an the Recent l"m'.g('r_v if’ L.’
These ave Hzuares r.spunml tu i.mvu IJa"(‘?ll unlxunm{ Irum~ the
Tharmes, and calted pilerims’ signs, I'hey are being affored
pot only in London, but thronghout H_w country, sud .tutu]"m.
ries shontd by on their cuard pespeeting them. - Mreo Camiog
had inspected ne less than Suin; Mr, Planche had seenn grest
gumber: but the greredate s stated to |_m uo l(!.rm than 12,000
The whole are proved to be of recent mh‘rmvmnn, tlmugh e
to be o tie foarteenth century., Bisltops are cquippued
with mitres of three distinet fashions, forms knu'wn ty have
bren used from the ewellth century Lo lmt'f thnes, Phe
military fagnres are ns sbsued as the wvlc'.»amsmrnrl. They
Wppear o slave been made in chialk moulds) the geavinge u.m],~
beins nsils and peaknives. They have been ateoped ina
wtrong aoid aut stmeared over with Thautes mwl’?

Pirere are met who make all kinds of shan antiqaities
whoiewale aew live sowewhere bebiad the Vietorin Docks,
Wit onpaies thes v duient reltes nomumbers, and al saehoa
cost that Gy can wilond to sell them to aawndinta s ar other
grersotes otploved in excavating,  To saon sy extent is this
ozt ol svatom of swindhiog earored onthat toe principat
Antioaes aa e British Maseum, versed inoantiqaities, ju-
farirs 11+ o 1o iway or obd noase ia the netgbbourhoad of the
Mr~otin is expiored for any repaies or pablic improvement,
but spevinens of Romon and Aagrdo-S e ARt uities—-
to fueve ot discovered tn the exvnvations.—are shire o be
presented for sale at the Mascum,  Phis fact attcht oy mak..
avory e SOSptelnis ot arbc b troitdin, ta Lighit by such per.
snns D tne vast majority of vases they have soareely had
Lo Lo ooeed frosn the iaatnX, and to v oxidizd and stained
witin soll, before they sre aff coed w3 verdebie relioy of the
crvilization that exisled ton thanadunt vears weo o o maay
Koown foilows—

smingg

s (hese avigadorse—ome of whiom aee
will wari at thetr work antil they see <o atie whom they
Prdge th have The abtuiayan crags Gpon foem, snd they fhey
< bdenbv ofor nimoa anelestadned ol sword,
feigan g Lo have Bt dus 1t vt
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berzpeat e the tediee of the obover
nHe metropolis Now
plhoozrapiy b been establisbod, and by 106 menns ool gte
Scsrmides o be proh '

sf, AU prace within e reacn of
wvery otie, there can be nog exo e for any lover of ket (o be
templend by untrastworthy copies, Phose porsons who buy
werely for the valeoar pleasure of posdessiog a0 sarity, deserye
to e dngeed and we hive no pity sor the o when they are

Ko don’t predess G be enitieally aeginduted with old ching,
but i evicy thing we s be tras, the foords in Lok beaich of
RECAre i wpaad (o those 1 any oliter wiers the parily fon-
Eent on age bs in gaestion Tt seems (o o« that what s
cabied ok lin jn often made artificinliv. The fine fractares in
the e veranldy couded beeastiv Tantated vy tae wiliinl bri-
vator el we belteve it is done. But we spead wita s core
tamnty wiet we suy that ofd painted sevees chtoa i fbricnted
by moderns, and sobl for the resd thing at extovagant prices,
i.\,nmz: Yrars ago the divector ot the Lpetial Manntactory, find-
b very farze minoint of soft-Disenit ware 1n wlack, cumber-
1 the warsionde s, determined G selt it ot by public ancion,
Fhis wns done, wrd, to lis wstoaishment, the ot wers vaerly
purctic od. For what prirpose this aqufinished wiare was ro-
quuived, was a mvatery which hu fatery veen solved. It wia
fuieser i by the buyees that the soft-biscait conted b paviated
upety and that the process ot tinng would make the colours
Sk in st be peemaonren o amd this tarned ot 1o e the cise
Artsts wers employed to patut the ware i imitntion of Sevres
desins, and now we wre ifoned, the whole of Furope s
deing o wih this suereptition s cuing, sold at o high prive to
prrson- who buy hecaise they have plenty of money, wnd Tike
(o poness whint the upper tenn thousaud consider raritiea,

Tue remarks we have made shonid be s cnution to Uhose
who feei tuclned to tndulke 1o n taste for antiguities, without
possending w competent knowledge of the subject.. Whenover
thore 19 u dvinand thete is wure Lo ben supply—whothor bonest
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