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I could doul\t your love, then fm'hmtr to lier fithet; who had
followed usqnto the roome: Oh my: ‘deat kind: fnther, how ‘can ~
. und Mrs. Seymour.takmg my-passive hand; for the: scénc:before:
me was:s0: inexplicable; I was hardly- conscious.:of: my-own:
identity,-she;; introduced me to their:-mutual-friend . Mri-Dun-
forth,-adding :-you have: prohably heatd of this gentleman; under .
his former;name. of * Mantville ;” my enquiring eyes demanded -
an explanation, which -was readily’ given. Mr..Mantville Jind -
a few,months: previous;come:into possession”of a latge unincums-.,
bered:estate, in consequence of the death-ofthis maternal uncle, -
who had bequeathed-it.to.him, . on condition that he ‘should-ever.: -
afterwards bear, his:name.: - Mr. Seymour had not informed K- :.:
len ofythis circumstance as he had: every reasbn:.td:beli¢ve that .
the surprise;which .would ensue;. when:she discovered: thatiMry. -
Mantville and- Mr:: Dunforth :weré -the same: ‘individual; would
be a joyful one: to, his: darlmg :daughtér.... This :gentleman-had: .
for four.long years, loved: .Ellen: with an.énthusiasmr which:was -
equalied.only.by. the ;sell. command. ;which - had prevcnted -him -,
from confessing his. affeetion,.and :securing het. promise to-be
his—but: he.-had ,-solemnly promised - hig iothef; that such.a -
confession should not. pass: lns lipsy even .were the object of: his - )
passion ; an angel, -until he- h'\d completedihis pmfcssxonnl -stu-
dies. :She:was now dead: und.she aloné cobld release him from
that promise;-he' determined to ‘obey.thé.commauds ofiaimother,
whose memory he loved and veneratéd,;-even: should it cause.
the destruction of his :fondest hopes: - He hoped -ané-although. «
hedaredgnot:nclmowledge it: 1o himself; he:more than ho;)c(l;i'that o
Ellen loyed him; -and when from  year:to year, report:told "him
how uniformly-alliwere refused whao aspired'tocher-hand, howe- .
ver worthy .or deserving they might boy-he:permitted: himself-to -
indulge,the -enrapturing - belief .that for his.sake;-she. remained -
single. By. indefutigable industry and perseverance he completed.
1is‘studi.esj prepatatory Lo fhe practice of the:law, ina much. short~
riime llign_ he could-have.anticipatedund.the samé week in which -
2 became.a-licenced Attorney,-witnessed-his -arrival i’ Boston,. -
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