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THE CHRISTIAN.

LIGUHT AND DARKNESS.

The * Word of God™ is tho encyclopedia of
heaven. No volume ever written discloses to the
human intetlect such wondrous truths, One of the
greatest wonders of the ©* Word of God " is, that
it reveals to human intellinenco such idoss that the
finitoc mind conld never have concoived, but yeot
ean comprebend.  [tis the aperture threugh whict
** Ohtast tho light of the world shines.”” 1f we had
no Biblo we wuti 6 be destitute of livht, As the
eyo to the bedy, sois the **Word «f God” to the
human ntellect. With this divine lamp in cur
puseeseion We can travel the path that otherwise
would have been inipi ssible.  The denee durhness
that intercepted human irtercinree with God (oy
« violation of the laws of lifs and light) is penetrated
by the light of divine revelaton. It dees not
antihilate the darkness, but simply throws its 1ays
acroes the dark valley, or, in other wrrds, turns
darkness into light. But we ask the question:
Where lies the valley of darkness! It is important
to kuow how to lucate this, tho greatest of obatacles.
Sume people are inclined to think that the
dark. 2as that prevents the immediato shining in of
the light of God 1s 8 methiny of a remote nature—
an‘abstesct influence.” But if thoso who view the
matter in this way will visit the . . temple
of their own hearts, open its chamber deor aud
take an introspective view, they will soon be able
to locate the difficulty. It is the temple of the
human heart and mnd where the darkness of em
dwolls, The man whose eyes are blind realizes that
the darkness is within him. ¢ If the eye be dark-
ness thy whole body is full of darkness,” says
Jesus. The spiritual eye of the mind and heart
has ‘been blinded by siu, therefore the durkness
that intercepts the shimug in of the light of Gud is
within'the heart'and mind. The *¢ Word of God”
provides the remedy to heal the blindness of sin,
or in other words to disperse the darkness. The
“ Word.-of Gud,” per se, i8 the ligzht of the world
to-day. Its author is the ** Holy Spirit,"” through
it shines the ¢* Christ, the Sun of Righteousners.”
I have met persons who allirm that they enjoy the
light of God, but admit that they know but httle
abuut the Bible. This kind of argument is obsolete,
he who argues so vilities the assortion of Jesus,
Paul, Peter, James and John. Jesus came to
earth as & teacher. The Holy Spirit came as a
teacher, The Apostles were commissioned and
sent as teachers. ‘I'heobject was toteach the world
the wisdom and design of Gud in the wonderful
scheme of redemption. To reveal the hght «f God.
The ** Word of God” contaius these precious les-
sons; these lessons contain the light of God, or, in
other words, the knowledge of God, The terms,
light and knowledge, are used interchangeably in
the Bible, theretore to intellectually understand
Gud's wondrous means of grace iz to have the light
of Goud and a clear knowledge of God, and His
Ohrist is eterval life. (John xvii. 3), The “Word
of God " containa upon its pagoes the prescription
for the blindness of sin, or the light that will dis-
pel‘the darkness from tho heart and mind. In
order to produce this effect the weans prescribed
mwust be attended to accurding to the directions ot
Christ — the great. physician — or the scales will
never ful: or light shwe in. Thegreat prescription
is given by Jesus, found in (Mark xvi, 16, 16),
*“ Go ye into all the world and preach the Guepel;
+he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”
‘Sbme people think it difficult to follow or comply
with this prescription; but this-dves not suflice, the
restoration of the soul to immortal health and life
-depends upon this vital domand: obedience to Christ
tn ull things. *¢ Though He werea Son, yet learned
iHe obedienco by- the things which He suffered,
and being made jerfect He became the author of
eternal salvation to ‘all them that obey Lim,

(Heb, v. 8, 9). 1auppose if my remarks happen

to come in contact with some prejudiced mind the
vuico will be raised at once. It is all right to ad-
monish these of Christ, to render to Him their
hearts, *‘ which is their reasonable service.” But
why not stop talking about this boptism? The
auswer is, I dare not do it, for God will not receive
tho offerings of any one who will not obey Chriat,
Jdesus died that He nmught give to o sin-sick world
this prescription found in Martt. xxviii. 19, 20, and
agnin in Mark xvi. 16, 16  Every word of them
bas been wrnitten to the world by His anthonty,
and who dare attempt to modify the decree ol
haaven, Christ's death, Hisblood, His barinl, ffis
resurrection and ascension stand out to-day beforo
the world w attestation of the truth of them. Lo
those who aboy them and live to please G d they
are words of **life elernal.,” But to these who
tramplo upon the blood of the new justitutuon and
jpsult the spirit of favor by refusing to vhoy them
putg Christ to open shame and coudemns his own
eonl. Lot us come to the ** light of G. d%s Word
that our works may be made mamfest and that we
might have strong consolation, who have fled for
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us,
H. E. Co ke,

LABOR,

Read before the meeting for Bible reading and soclal exercises
at Church street, Cornwallis,

Ono of the meanings that Worcester gives for
faburis ““hard work," either meuntally or phy sically,
But we geueralty labor fur oursclves, or for the
benefit of oursolves in this world. This is not the
kind of labor we bave under consideration te-night.
The kind of labor that we wantis that which works
for the cause of God, and that in the great day
#ll be a lasting benetit to those who have labored
to build up the cause of their Master in this His
vineyard.

Then, we say, if we do not labor for our Master,
‘“we labor in vain,” for Christ says in John vi. 27,
““fabor not for the meat which porisheth, but for
that meat which endureth unto everlasting life,
which the Sun of Man shallgive unto you; for Him
hath God the Father sealed.” Ia order to bring
this suoject intellizibly before you, I will briefly
discuss it under the following heads: lst. What
1abor? 20d. For whom? 3rd. When denel

lat. What labor? Now every one who has
accapted Christ’s invitation has comoe into His vine-
yard as a laborer. **Go work in My vinesard
is the Master's command. Now what we want to
know is, what are we called to do?

The firot work is the preachinyg of the Gospel,
for ** it pleased God, by the foolishness of preach-
ing, to save thewm that belisve.,” I. Cor. i.21.
Then thero is the Sunday-school work., Now we
all know what an important work this is to the
church; for while all are not able to stand vp and
preach tho Gospel to men, thoy can do a great
amount of good by teaching in the Sunday-school,
Then there is the visiting the sick and bringing to
them the blessed news of salvation, Then there
are the poor who should be lovked after; and again
there are our own homes. We should labor that
they may be howes where Clrist would not be
ashamed to dwell. This is all what we call
home Jabor. But where is the Christian who does
not want to see the word of Go1spiead throughout
all the world? This brings us to what is called
foreign labor. Christ says in Mark xvi. 15, 16:
* Go ye iuto all the world and preach the Gaspel
to every creature. He that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved, but he that believeth not shall
be damued.” Therefore, knowing the state of the
heathen, it ia our duty, as Christians, to see that
the word of God is tuken to them; and aithough
everyone cannot go as missionaries, wo can and
ought to help aupport thuse who do go,

But what demands our most carnest lubor is to
make ourselves what wo ought to be, and strive to.

make our own light 80 shine that othors, by seeing
onr good wotke, may be led to glorify our Father
which is in heavon, This can only be done by
suarding our passions and watching our words and
by following the examplo of Christ as nearly as
pussible. In this way we will chow our faith by
our works.

For whom are we to labor! First, we are labor-
g for the Lord, or daing that womk for which He
has called us. \Whether it be preaching the Gospel,
or caring for the poor, or visiting the siok, or
teaching and exhorting by the way; all of these are
duties reqmred of us by Him who called us into
s service.  But in whose 1nterest is all this lnbor
donet  Christ came to labor for fallen man and has.
provided salvation for am m His Goespel and has
commnited the work of earrying this Gospel of sal-
vation to tho world, to His church  Hence, the
work of God’s people 18 on hehutf of Hus feliow-
mon.  The very fact that Gid has committed 8o
iaportant a work inte our hands should stimulate
us to earnest labor, knowing that we shall be called
to give an account of our stuwardship by-and-by.

Not anly do we Inbor fur the salvation of others,
but for our own; for the Apostle says: ** Work out
sour own salvation with fearand trembling ;" and
again, ¢ Lot us labor, therefore, to enter into that
rest, lest any man fall after the same example of
upbelivf.” Heb, iv. 11,

Now, when shal) we labor?  Paul says in IL. Cor.
vi. 2, ** Behold, now is the accopted time; behold,
now is the day of salvation.” And in Heb, ii. 7,
¢ To-day if you will hear hus voice, harden not your
hearts.” The Saviour says tn Jehn ix, 4, ** I must
work the works of Him that sent me while it is day,
the night cometh when no man can work.” There
is no such thing as putting off fur some more con-
venient 8. avon tanght in the word of God, Life is
too uucetiuin, and that which we have at stake,
the salvation of our own souls und of others, too
upportant to risk uncertainties. From all of which,
and much more that might be said, we coun-
clude that the labor that the ILord bas giveu us
to perform should be done now.

In conclusion, Jet us look at the result of all this,
The work being the Lord's, He is honored and
glorificd among men when it is well dune; and
being doue on behalf of man many will be saved
with an everlastiny salvation, who otherwise would
have died without Gud and without hope. And
lastly, the individual laborer, will have it said to
him 1n that great day, when (Rod shall judge the
world in righteousness, ** Well dune, good and
faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord.”

‘¢ Therefore, my beloved brothre:, be yo stead-
fast, immovable, always abouuding in the work of
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor _s

not iu vain in the Lord.” Fraxk C. Fokp.
Port Willtams.

LIGUT.

* Porhaps the most wondeitul mauifestation of the
power of God is found in the divine fiat, Lot
there be light. How expressive a tern is that one
word, Light. ILaght in the physical world is op-
posed to darkness. Light in the moral or intel-
lectual is opposed to ignorance. Light in the
spiritual world is oppused to death. There is no
other agent so pregnant with divine power as that
represeated by the one word, Light. 'In the bogiu-
ning, when the earth rolled through space, s gaseous
mass ** without form and void,” when *¢ chaos and
old night” ruled suprewe ’twas then that the divine
fiat went four.b, ‘‘Let thero be light,” and the
great work of creation had bewun. Light was the
first agent uged by the Creator m lifting the veil of
darkness and confusion from the iacongruous ele-
ments, and when light appeared that namcless
mass became ‘ sphered in a radiant cloud, for yet
the sun was not.”



