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No, IV.—Tug ATTITUDE oF THE CHRISTIAN WORLD
TowaArp THE HeaATHEN,

We have seon in preeeding articlo what has boen
done by professing Christians in this century for
the conversion of the hoathen world. The standing
forces available for the work, alrendy in the field,
may bo summed up as follows :

Missionaries sent out by the Christian

world, . 7,000
Native proachers nnd lnolpors, . . 380,000
Oonverts, . cee .. 3,000,000

These are nppruximato ostiruates. Theso work-
ers have tho Bible in two hundrod languages. They
have chapols, schools, in somo places hospitals,
printing presses, and many othor appliances for
effuctivo work. Taking overything into considera-
tion, the success achieved thus far has been areat,
and the present status of wmissionary work is a
mattor for devout thanksziving. At the beginning
of the contury, everything was to be accomplished.
Languages were to bo learned and reduced to
writing ; the Scriptures weoro to bo translated,
printed and distributed: schcols and chapels were
to be built. Mauy countries wore borometically
sealed against the miss‘onaries of the Cross. The
groat majority of tho Christian people were ontirely
indifferent to the work, while not a fow were open-
ly opposed to it, as sume are oven yet. Men of'
character and abxlny, who were willing to labor in
heathen countries, were scarce, and the means at
evmmand wero scarcer still, Now all this is chang-
ed. Tivery country is now open to the gospel, A
missionary spirit and enthusissm has been develop-
ed st home, which s widening and decpening
evory year. Mouney is coming into missionary
treasuries at an unprecedented rate. Appliances
have been multiplied, until now the missionary can
go into the field fully equipped for the work from
the start. This is the work of a century. It has
boen very largely a wotk of preparation for effective
missicnary operations. It ought to be considered’
by the Christian world but the beginning. Lot us
look at the relative significance of it,—or rather let
us say the relative insigniticance of it. ** There is
a lad hete which hath five barley loaves and two
small fishes: but what are they among.so many 1"
said the disciples to Jesus on one occasion, in viow
of the multitude tn be fed. So we may say of the-
threo million converted heatheu in the midat of
1,000,000,000 pagans and Mohammedans ¢ What
are th.y among 56 many 7 ** The church has hardly
touched the heathon world; and, as we have already
seen, the church never can evangelize it at the pre-
sent ratv of progress.
church to do? Shall the work bo abandoned in
despair? This will never do. As.long as that
commaond of her Head—** Go yo into all the world
and preach the gospel to every creature,”’—stande
on the pages of the church’s charter, she can never
abandon the work. There is one thing she can do,
far bottor than to abandon it; that is to multiply
her efforts many hundred fold. That the church
can do this cannot be doubted. Her efforts thus
far have been meagre—out of all proportion to her
abilivy; and the effort of the Christian world to-
day is shamefully small compared with the shility
possessed. The most absurdly trifling propertion
of the wealth which God has entrusted to Christian
people is devoted to this work of missions. It is
estimated that the Christiaus of America have under
their control $8,000,000,000 worth of proporty.
Thoy gavo last yoar for Foreign Missions the mag-
nificent (1) sum of §3,600,000. For both Homo
and Foreign Missions, they give one-sixteenth of’
ono per cont of what they possess. Will anyone-
say that this is all the church is ablotodo? It is.

What is there, then, for the.

not the lack of ability, but the laok of will on the
part of Christians, that makes the contributions to
this cause 8o meagre. The oxponditures for other
purposes show that Amaricans both have the money
to spend and the will to spond it. Tho annual
account of tho American peoplo for strong drink
foots up $800,000,000. ‘Lruo, this liquor is not all
drank by the Christians of Amer:ca; would to God
we could say that none of it was ! But if the non-
Christian population can oxpend uine hundred
million for liquur, ought not the Christian people
to afford more than three million and a helf for
missions? Americans «xpend $600,000,000 evory
year for tobacco. To the use of this the Christian
population cannot plead not guilty., Probably one-.
third of it is used by professing Chaistians. But
say they use but one-tenth of it, they then spend
£60,000,000 a year to go up in smoke or to go out
in spit, and they give three and a hulf millions to
missions! Tho ladies of Americaspend $£5,000,000
annually for ostrich feathers for their bonnets,
And all the Christians in the country give $3,600,.
000 to convert 1,000,000,000 heathen! 1t is not
poverty but sinful selfishness on the part of the
church which }imits missionary offorts to so narrow
a compass, DBroad as is the field, and countless as
aro the numbers to be reachod, the Christian world
ha«, without a doubt, the ability to evangelize the
world in a singlo generation. If the unconsecrated
millions, hoatded by unfaithful stewards, millious
that are only lent by Himn whose is the silver and
the gold, the earth and all things therein, were
brought forth and used for the Master, the work

‘conld soon be accomplished. The appliances for

succossful work in all lands are ready, waiting to
be used. And the men dnd women necessary to
use these means among all nations are ready, wait-
ing to bo sent. This i3 ono of the marvels of this
age. Word comes from every direction of volun-

‘teers, asking to be sent to the heathen workl.

Bright young men in our colleges by tiie score are
saying, ‘ Here am I, send mo.” There is no lack,
as there once was, of suitable men and women for
this work. But these men and women can't go
down into this mine unless there is some one to hold
the ropes. And a great dearth of rope-holders is
the difficulty in tho work to-day. Nearly every
missionary treasury in the land is periodically
empty, and has to plead piteously for the pittance
it recoives. Christians have money for everything
else but ne money to save the world. They have
thousands for selfish purpnases, but only pencies to
rescue them for -whom Obrist died. Tho church
reods to awake out of its dream of selfishness and
indifference. The mighty task before it demands
a speedy consecration of its possessions to tho work
of the Lord. Unstinted liberality to the work of
Christ is tho impérative duty of the church to-day.
Aud to-day should be the watchward in this awak-
ened benevolence. The time for action in this
matter is now. Never wers there such favorablo
openings to ‘missionary effort among heathen popu-
lations as now. Pagan religions are losing their
hold on the penple. No new temples ere being
built for the worship of idols. Japan is turning
to-the light and declaring herself ready to accept a
Christian civilization. India is stretching her
limbs, and opening her eyes, and arousing from
tho slumber of ages  And this is the golden oppor-
tunity for Christian effo:t. There is danger in
delay. Infidelity and Mohammedanism are on the
alert, Tho Buddhist priests of Japan, Josing faith
in their old religion, have taken refvge injinfidelity
and are tronslating the works of Resscau and
Voltaire for their peoplo. The preachers of the
Koran take advantage of the popular unrest and
the longing for new light, and induce the borighted
heathen to abandon ono system of crror only that
he may accept anothor. Nations aro boing moulded
anew. Whatf they should be cast again in a false
mould? Would not the work of the .world’s con-

version to Christ be greatly hinderod? ¢ What
thou doest do guickly.”

It should bo remembered, in counection with this
matter of immediate and liberal support of missions,
that it issimply to inaugurate tho work in all the
heathen world that this is necessary. When a
heathen ia converted, he seeks to convert his
fellow countrymen. There are 30,000 such proachers
in heathen lands to-day, When onca a native
church is estiblished in a heathen country it will
assume the work of evangelizing its own land, and
will support the work. And when once a nation
becomes nominally Christian it will seek to Chris-
tianize others, Native churches are more liberal
in their gifts to missions than are those in civilized
countries. It is catimatod that at the close of the
present contury all the missionaries can safoly leave
Japan, and leave the work of evangelizing the
empire wholly in the hands of the native Christians.
And should Japsn become a Christian land, she
would be a mighty and prevailing missionary force
in all the lands of the Oriont. And so thusigns of
promieo in the missionary horizon are pregnant
with great possibilities. The hand-of God is sced
in ten thonsand ways in the preparalion of the field
and the progress of tho work. And the-voice of
God calls in thunder tones to his people, from the
midst of numberless and marvelous developmonts,
togv up and poesess theland; to thrust in the sickle,
for the earth is ripe and the harvest of thegreat
day has come. May God keep us/from the sin of -
selfishnessand indifference in the hour of the world's
pressing nced. And.may He give .us: strength to
go forth, even though weoping, bearing precious
sced, that we may have the unspeakable joy of
coming to Him in the great day of accounts, bear-

ing our sheaves with us,
M. B. Ryax.
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TIE PRAYER OF FAITH,

¢ And whatever wo ask we receive of Him, because we
keep His commandmonts, and do those things’ that are
pleasing in His sight.”—John iii. 32.

Whiie this acripture plainly teaches that we shall
zaceive the blessing of God if wo ask; it as plainly
impiies that we shall'not receive them without ask-
king. ‘‘Be who asketh receiveth.” Prayer is
not the only condition of salvation, but it is, moat
certainly, a conditivn of all our promised blessings.

1 am aware that the necessity and, officacy of
prayer is denied, on the ground of nstural law;
that all blessings and all life ars given through
divinely established and unchaungeable laws; and
that prayer will not change -them. This objection
seems very plausible, but-the obj-ctor forgets that
prayer is a law as natural as the law of gravitation.
While wo therefore admit the existence and atability
of the laws that govern the universe, we ‘as freely
admii that prayer is a divinely established law and
as necessary as any existing law. But says the
objector, ““If the forces of matter are controllad
by tho unchecked and uuchangeable laws of nature,
how can we ,expect, by our prayers, to change or
influonce the course of nature as when wo ask for
rain, or sunshine, or atrength, or health.” This
objection shows the failure to distinguish between
the laws that govern matter and thosa that-govern
mind, When wo speak of natural laws wo ssem to
ignore the laws of tho mind. Is it not a law of
nature that mind shall have dominion over matter!
When, therafote, our hoavenly Fathor answors our
prayers and raises our sick ones and thus controls
the forces that govern matter, Ho is not destroying

_or interfering with natural law, but is moving along

the line of a law which is superior to al: other laws
and by which all law is controlled. Whon wo hold
out our hand and catch- the falling leaf do we destroy
the furco of gravitation or do we suspend it? No,
indeed. What is it, then? Simply the mind, which
ia groator, controlling matter. 'When we turn the
courze of tho stream sud make it serve our purpose



