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We havo sen in preceding article wliat bas boen
done by professing Christians in this century for
the conversion of the beathon world. Thestanding
forces available for the work, already in the field,
may bo sunmed up as follows:

Missionaries sent out by the Christian
world, .. .... .... .... 7,000

Native preachers and helpers, .... 30,000
Converts,.... .... .... .... 3,000,000

Thoso ara appruximate estir.ates. Theso work-
era have the Bible in two hundred languages. They
have chapels, schools, in sarno places hospitals,
printing presses, and rnany other appliances for
effective work. Taking overything into considera-
tion, the success achieved thus far has been great,
and the present statue of muissionary work is a
matter for devant thankszgiving. At the beginning
of the century, everything was ta be accumplished.
Languagea were to be learned and reduced ta
writiug ; the Scriptures were to be translated,
printed and distributed; schcols and chapels were
to bo buit. Many contries were lierometically
sealed against the miss:onaries of the Cross. The
great majority of the Christian people were entirely
indifferent ta the work, while not a fow were open-
ly opposed ta it, as some are aven yet. Men of
character and ability, who were willing to labor in
heathen countries, were scarce, and the marins at
command were scarcer still. Now ail this in chang-
ed. Every country is now open ta the gospel. A
missionary spirit and enthusinsm has bean develop-
cd at home, which is widening and deepening
every year. Money is coming into missionary
treasuries at an unprecedented rate. Appliances
have been multiplied, until now the missionary can
go into the field fully equipped foar the work from
the start. This is the work of a century. It bas
been very largely a work of préparation for effective
missionary operations. It ought ta ba considered
by the Christian world but the beginning. Let us
look at tha relative signilicance of it,-or rather lot
us say the relative insignilicance of it. " There la
a lad hae which hath five barley loaves and two
amall fishes: but what are they anong.so many 1I
said the disciples ta Jesus on one occasion, in viaw
of the multitude to be fed. Su we nay say of the;
tireo million converted heatho in the midat of
1,000,000,000 pagans and Mohammedans " What
are th y among so many ? " The church lias hardly
touched the heathon world; and, as we have already
seen, the church never can evangelize it at the pre-
sent rate of progress. What is there, then, for the.
church te do ? Shall the work ha abandoned in
despair? This wilb &lever do. As. long as that
command of her Head-" Go yo into al the world
and preach the gospel ta every creature,"-stande
on tho pages of the church's charter, she can never
abandon the work. There is one thing sha can do,
far botter than ta abandon it; that is to multiply
ber efforts many hundred fold. That the church
can d.2 this cannot b doubted. Her efforts thos
far have beau ineagre-out of aIl proportion ta ber
ability; and the effort of thle Christian world ta-
day is shanefully amail compared with the ahility
yosdessed. The most absurdly trifling proportion
of the wealth which God lias entrusted to Christian
peopla is devoted to this work of missions. It is
estimated that the Christians of America have under
thoir contral $8,000,000,000 worth of proporty.
They gavo last year for Foreign Missions the mag-
nificent (!) suma of $3,500,000. For bath Homo
and Foreign Missions, they give one-sixteenth of
one per cent of what they possess. Will anyone
say that this is ail the church is able to do ? It is.

not the lack of ability, but the lack of will on the
part of Christians, that makes the contributions ta
this cause so meagro. Tho axpunditures for other
purposes show that Anioricans bath have the money
ta spend and the will ta spend it. The annual
accuont of tha Amorican people for strong drink
foots up 8900,000,000. Truc, this liquor is not ail
drank by the Christians of Amer.a; would to God
we could say that none of it was I But if the non-
Christian population cau expend nie hundred
million for liquor, ouglt not the Christian people
ta afford more than threc million and a half for
missions ? Americans t xpend $000,000,000 every
year for tobacco. To the use of this the Christian
population cannot plead not guilty. Probably one.
third of it is used by professing Ohaistians. But
aay they use but one-tentli of it , they thon spend
$00,000,000 a year to go up in sioke or to go out
in spit, and they give threc and a half millions to
missions ! Tho ladies of America spend $5,000,000
ánnually for ostrich feathers for their bonnets.
And ail the Christians in the contry giva $3,500,.
000 ta couvert 1,000,000,000 heathen ! It is not
poverty but sinful selfishness on the part of the
church which limits missionary efforts ta so narrow
a compass. Broad as is the field, and countless as
ara the nimbers ta be reached, the Christian world
haý, without a doubt, the ability ta ovangelize tha
world in a single generation. If the unconsecrated
millions, hoarded by unfaithful stewards, millions
that are only lent by Him whose is the silver and
the gold, the earth and aIl thinga therein, wora
brought forth and sused for the Master, the work
could soon bo accomplished. The appliances for
succassful work in ail lands are ready, waiting ta
be used. And the mon and women necessary ta
use these means among ail nations are ready, wait.
ing ta be sent. This is Oni of the marvels of thia
age. Word cornes from overy direction of volun-
teers, asking to b sent ta the heathen worîl.
Bright young mon in our collages by the score are
saying, Haro amin 1, send nie." There is no lack,
as there once was, of suitable men and women for
this work. But these mon and women can't go
down into this mine unless thera i some one to hold
the ropes. And a great dearth of rope-holders is
the difliculty in the work to.day. Nearly every
missionary treasury in the land is periodically
empty, and bas ta plead piteously for the pittance
it receives. Christians have money for everything
elsa but no money ta save the world. They have
thousands for selfish purposes, but only pennies ta
rescue them for whom Christ died. The church
reeds ta awake out of its deeam of selfishness and
indifference. The mighty task before it demands
a speedy consecration of its possessions ta the work
of the Lard. Unstinted liberality ta the work of
Christ is the impérative duty of the church to.day.
And Io-day shouild b the watchward in this awak-
ened bonevolence. Tha time for action in this
mattor is tiotv. Never were there such favorable
openirgs to missionary effort among heathen popu-
lations as now. Pagan religions ara losing their
hold on the people. No now temples are being
built for the worship of idole. Japan is turning
to-the light and declaring herself ready ta accept a
Christian civilization. India is stretching ber
limbe, and opening ber eyes, and arousing from
the slumber of aes And this is the golden oppor-
tunity for Christian effort. Thora is danger in
delay. Infidelity and Mohamnmcdanism are on the
alort. The Buddhist priests of Japan, losing faith
in their old religion, have taken refrge inlinfidelity
and ara translating the works of Rosseau sind
Voltaire for thoir people. The preachers of the
Koran take advantaga of the popular unrest and
the longing for new liglt, and induco the brighted
heathen to abandon one system of error only that
ha may accept another. Nations ara being moulded
anew. What if they should be cast again in a false
mould? Would not the work of the ,world's con-

version la Christ bu greatly liuderùd " What
thon docat do quickly."

It should b renembered, in connection with this
matter of immediate and lhberal support of missions,
that it is simply to inaugîurate the work in ail the
heathen world that this is necessary. When a
ieathen i converted, lie seeks to convertl his

fellow countrymen. Thora are30,000 such proachers
in heathen lands to.day. When onca a native
church is estiblished in a heathen country it will
assume the work of evangelizing its own land, and
will support the work. And when onco a nation
becomes nominally Christian it will seek ta Chris-
tianize others. Native ohurches are more liberal
in their gifts ta missions than are those in civilized
countries. It is cstinuated that at the close of the
present contury all the missionaries can eafely leave
Japan, and leave the work of evangelizing the
empire wholly in the hands of the native Christians.
And should Japan become a Christian land, aho
would be a mighty and prevailing missionary force
in ail the lands of the Orient. And so the signa of
promise in the missionary horizon are piegnant
with great possibilities. The hand of God is seat
in ton thousand waya in the preparation of the field
and the progress of the work. And the>voice of
God calls in thunder toues ta his people, from the
midst of numnberlesa and marvolous developments,
togo op and possess thi land; ta thrust in the sickle,
for the earth is ripe and the harvest of the-great
day bas coume. May G.d keep us#from the sin of
selfishness and indifference in the hour of- the world's
presaing need. Andmay De give usi strength ta
go forth, aven thouigh weoping, bearing precious
seed, that ho may have the unspeakable joy of
coming ta Him in the great day of accotnts, bear-
ing our sheaves with us.

M. B. RYAN.

THE PRBAYER OF FAI1.

"And whatever we ask we receive of Him, because we
keep is coumandments, and do those thing tliat are
pleasing in His sight."-John iii. 32.

While this scripture plainly teaches that we shall
recoive the blessing of God if wo ask; it as plainly
implies that we shall-not receive them without ask-
king. " Be who asketh receiveth." Prayer is
not the only condition of salvation, but it is, most
certainly, a condition of ail our proumised blessings.

I am aware that the necessity and, afficcy of
prayer i denied, on the grotund of natural law ;
that ail blossings and ail lite are given through
divinaly establisied and unchaugeable laws; and
that prayer wilI not change tham. This objection
seems very plausible, but-the obj-ctor forgets that
prayer is a law as natural as the law of gravitation.
While wo therefore admit the existence and stability
of the laws that govern the universe, we -as freely
admit that prayer is a divinely establfshed law and
as necessary as any existing law. But says the
objector, " If the forces of matter are coutrolled
by the unchecked and tuohangeablelaws of nature,
how can we,expect, by our prayers, ta change or
influence the course of nature as when wo ask for
rain, or sunsbine, or strength, or health." This
objection shows the failure ta distinguish between
the laws that govern matter and those that-govern
mind. When wo speak of natural laws wo seera ta
ignore the laws of the mind. la it not , law of
nature thsat mind shall have dominion over mattert
When, thereforo, our heavenly Father answers our
prayers and raises our sick ones and thus controls
the forces that govern matter, Ho is not destroying
or interfering with natural law, but is moving along
the line of a law which is superior ta al* other laws
and by which all law is controlled. When we hold
out our hand and catch the falling bea! do we destroy
the force of gravitation or do we suspend it? Nu,
indeed. What is it, thon? Simply the mind, which
is greater, controlling matter. When we turn the
course of the strean and make it serve our purpose
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