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VOLUME XVI.

This number begins Volume XVI of THEi,
UUISTIAN. In it we desire to record our

ardent thanks to a kind Father who has pre-
served and prospered in until this day. IIo
knows that it was not started for the love of
money or of fame, but in the humble hope
of showing that Christianity is so perfect
that mon can be Christians without being
sectarians, and that a chu rch can be a true
Church of Christ without boing a sectarian
church. That the gospel of Christ, as ho
gave it to all nations by his apostles. is the
power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth.

We are thankful to subscribers who have
aided in the circulation of TuE CHRISTIAN
also te those who have assisted by contribu-
ting articles and church news, or otherwise.
We feel as if we were just beginning a hîfe
for eternity, and that whatever our hand
finds te do for the usefuiness of the paper,
or any other good work. we are te do it with
our might. May we all feel that our salva-
tion is nearer than when we first believed,
and we are not of them who draw back unto
perdition, but of those that believe to the
saving of the seul.

Instead of the usual editorial, we copy for
this month this article from the pen of J. J.
Haley in the Christian Evangelist, believing
it se good that even the readers of the original
will bepleased te re-read it hore :

Is THE WOnLD G RowING WORSE?

According te such books as "Caesar's
Column," and a more recont, but no less
pessmistic production, entitled, "Christianity
and Anti-Christianity," there is a gloomy
future in the immediate front of the human
race. One of these authors is a materialistie
pessimist and the other is a spiritual pessi-
mist, and while they go in at different holes
they come out at thesame place-a disastrous
future for humanity. The world religions,
the worid social, the world indostrial, the
wbrld poltical, and mihtary, and cosmic,
and all other worlds, are sadly out of joint
and steadily growing worse. If one takes up
a premillennialist journal ho will find on a
conspicuoua page, in clear type, a miscellan-
cous collection of woes, calamities, accidents,
crimes, such as earthquakes, cyclones, pesti-
lences, famines, strikes, riots, insurrections,
battles, murders, suicides, embezzlements,
robberies, unsavory divorce suits and all other
cosnic and human offences that can be
gathered from the newapapers, hashed up in
approved style, with this editorial interpreta-
tien appended or implied-" Didn't I tell vou
se ? Don't you sec that the world is going to
the devil as fast as it can?" The infidel
pe3simist, with a materialistie and non-moral

conception of the universe, having no faitlh in must net compare to.day with yesterday, nor
God, in immnortality, in moral responsibility, this week with last, nor this decade with the
in the tribunal of conscience, in the eternal one that preceded it. Long poriods, centu-
order that makes for righteousness, seoing aries, cycles and millenniums must enter
manifestations of disorder in the world, and into the comparison. The mills of God
lawlessness in society, lie is sure, in the ab- grind slowly, if they do grind exceedingly
sence of a moral brake, and moral direction, fine. Compare the closing days of the nine-
that the old machine is drifting helplessly teenth century with tho days of bad eminonco,
toward the rocks. when Christ was born in Bethlehem of Judea.

Our distinguished editor, in conveying te Compare this year of graco with two hundrod
me the request of a subscriber to write on the years ugo la tho mo8t civiiized contry cf
question that stands at the boad of this paper, tho vorld. Compare the roign cf Queen
said it always reminded him of the other Victoria with the reigu cf Henry the Eigbtb,
question, "Is God dead?" If there is a or that cf Qocen Bess. They tortnrod bore-
living God there is a living universe, an tics, bomnod martyrs and stok tho boads cf
eternal Some-One, not ourselves, that makes mon on iron pikes lu he stroots cf London
for righteousness, and for life overlasting. four centures ugo. le-day a man le flned
The unfailhng optinism of Israel's prophets, or imprised for bcating hie herse lu the
under the gloomiest of present conditions, streets cf tho Engliah netrepolis. Modem
was based upon a conviction that nothing liberty lias completoly triumphed over tho
could shako, that a living and holy God brutal dcpotism cf the past. Look ut the
meant the world's future for his glory. They vars cf Cromwvll and Napoleon lu contrast
looked with an unshaken hope te the far-off te the Iispano-Amonican wur, ncw happily
divine event te which the whole croation bronght te a close. Cromwell teck off the
moves, becanse they so clearly perceived theohd cf Charles the Firat, and when tho
moral order of the world, and the immanence Royaliste came iute pcwor they enatched the
of God in all his works, that were the sure Protcctor's coffin from its tomh in Wetmin-
guarantees of the expected consummation. ster Abboy, buug bis moidering body at
If God lives ho must reign, and the reign cf Tyburo, ffung if in a hole under the galows,
God menus the ultimate triumph of right- and stuck his bond on a polo in Westminster
oousuess. Hall lu London. Napoeou, after Waterloo,

It i8 Cighly probable that there is more arrowly tscapd death ut the hand ed his

ickedness lu the worid than Lcre was a captors. The Duko f Wellingto voted for

hundrcd years ugo, and just as probable that hi%5 executioli. Cervera, while, a Pyisoixer 0f
there is more than at any pro- war, was offered a mansion a the Uited
vios ime, rgutoforses Stats fer bis persondi saf3ty and as au n-

that the are more people iu the ivmrld than ducoment te pecsnte a citizen of the lond of

thero used te bo. It le truce aise thut intonsi- the froc and the homeocf the brave i Two
fleaticu and a bold aggression charactonuzes centuries ugo pirates warmed tbe sons te pry

the activitios cf modemn 111e, se that the on the merchunt marines cf the nations.
wicked are macro wickcd and the rigliteous When helated Spai threateued te fit eut
more, rigiteens, than lu onu grandfitloers, vessels for privateaing ad the destruction

dîys. But this focalization cf moral issues cf our commerce, civilizaton frowed i
ldown. On or side the late war wa t the nîct

beast-powor, ad the armies of righteonsness bumare a d goero s in the hitory cf the

for the culmiuatiug confiet cf tue agos, le plnt. Sua magmanirous treatment cf a

ne proof that the ivrld i8 growiug vore. cuptnred foc tould have een impossible a

Ou the rontrary iL is a hopeful aigu cf the bntndred yeuri ugo. The next stop will th
rtd disrmment and international arbitrtion as

woakderanent the cviithe c lecf a vis the method cf settling disputes botween
possimisî tha n hrvisth c d sobs Ti yue civrlized nations. Slavery le gene. Pogamy
La8s ndi thno berstiathea wonidsr e te. is going. The saloon le doomcd. The agi-adnt Siuday ii bet thn impro nent ou tation for the purification cf politins e

andnex Sudaywil b tuimpoveenton pHalingLn. Nampoeosntert Waterloo,

iast. There are more Bibles, more Christians, paiug. Thempngorno anc d eniet ia greow-
more chirehlies, more iniasoaries, more it

wickednesscriaeingeywoeldhehancftteeepwapit

Christian workers, m ore yon ng peop re doin - Applîed n îtin ty th the o t ha whith

battle for Uhe kingdom cf eo, a clener,

moral sentiment pervading publie opinion We are forgiug, The kitgdhms cf this world

than ever before. The bas beon more are dastined Le becme th kingdoth cf our

progre s in science, art, education, religion, Lord and hie Czeist.-J. J. H.

statecraf t and la sociological uppliancea for
the allievation of poverty and the bettermeut J. W. GaLes who lattouding the College
withe niasses, ui the iast flfty years, tha us f the Bible, Lexington, Ky., ent tho sum-
ail the preodiug centries cf the Christian nier cf 1897 ating us the agent cf our Lit-
era put togthier. As w bock Lhrough the erature Committmr. Last aummlr ho ipost
gate cf the twcatieth century, we eau con- lu Kentucky, aoliiiting for Tte Oltristian
tonplato tue dyiîg ceuty as a hundrcd Guide, wbich had offered board and tuition,
easofor ee year, te any atudrnt who world to

tfe plifting of mankind Gatee wrked tw menth and sont of uhhreo
In tudying the world's'moral growth we hundred mes.


