THE BRITISH COLUMBIA COMMERCIAL JOURNAL,

SAN FRANCISCO COAL TRADE.

J. W, Harrison, coal and metal bro-I

ker, San Francisco, roports June 16 aa
follows :  * During the week, 28,224
tons have arrived from the Coast mines.
Business generally .is very quiet, as con-
sumption is gradually easing off, the de-
mand for domestic uses being very much
lighter. The market is completely bare
again of Australian ; the last cargo which
arrived has  already been distributed
among consumers, and some overdue ves-
sels are anxiouvsly lovkéd for. In the in-
terior British Columbia shipments are
finding ready sale at full figures, and on
arrival each vessel's cargo is delivered
with dispatch. It is very singular .in the
face of the forcible advocacy by our Seua.
torial ropresentative, Hon. Geo. C. Per-
kins, for the consumption of Wushington
coals, that a better showing is not now
being made by them. In his speech, re-
cently made, resisting the abolition or
reduction of the present coal tariff, in one
breath ho intimates the irreparable dam-
age to the Washington mines if British
Coal is admitted duty free, and in the
next breath he lauds the superior qualifi-
cations of the Frauklin and other Wash-
ington collieries as compared with the
British Columbia products, If the latter
be true, why fear an even cumpetiticn?
Our honorable senator simply stultifies
himsclf, being well aware that the increas-
ing demand for British Columbia fuel
handicapped with 81 per ton (duty and
extra freight) ratifies the consumer’s ver-

dict, viz., the difference is in the goods,
————t— ot

CLERKS AND TRAVELLERS.

Muare than once, and by more than one
represontative, has our attention been
drawn to the relationship «xisting between
clerks and travellers employed by the
sume firm. We gather that in many
instances tlicse are not quite as they
sh uld be.  Oun the face it would appear
that everything should be agreeable be-
tween the respective gentlemen named, if
the hest interests of their house are to be
served.  Certaiuly there is no reason
whitever why clerks and travellersshould
not bhe mutually agreeable, aund assist
cach othe~ all they can.  In a rightly-
wanaged house, the proprietors would
soon see that this was done, and would
come duwn right hard upon the paly that
transyressed the happy rule. Sowe
travellers way tako too high a view of
their pusition and authority, and clerks
iy iot—and very praperly so—be pre-
pared to buy the traveller at hia own
valuation,  On the other hand, there are
cletks and cashiers who consider they
know the traveller's business, and all its
ins and outs, as well ag, and cven better
than, he kuows it bimaelf.  Cunsequently
they take upon themselves the insolent

duty of disobeying his instructions, even
when those instructions esre mnothing
mere or less than the definite orders of
his clients.  Regarding the collection
of delv's, cashiers are particularly prone
to err. Straight and unbending letters
are often written where the matter can
be ‘much more casily, and more satis-
factorily, managed by the traveller, who
knows all the circumatances of the case,
and can have verbal intercourse with his
client. Then, again, some clorks huve a
“ngging” way of coustantly bothering
about unimportaut details, as though a
traveller had nothinz to think of but
pettifogging matters of no importance.
The traveller has enough to worry him
without being bored after that style.

Those who sit on the stool year in and
year out have no idea. of the difficuitivs
and vbetacles that are placed in the path
of the travellers, and hinder their pro-
gress, Writling squibs is a pleasure com-
pared to securing orders in these éays;
and if they who worry the travellers had
to do just a week's-work upon theroad,
they would, in future, ask to stop .in the
stable. Itis to the interest of everybady
(employers, custumers, travellers and
clerks) that those employed in any firm
should work ha-mcniously together, and
itis the duties of masters and managers
to seethat their staft’ works in coucert.
Let everybody attend to this side issue
of their business. Tu nup the leaves of
the copying book, as well as read the
letters that the travellers send. Cave-
fully study the reply as well as the
queation.

THE GOLD MINING PROSPECTOR.

—

The prospector is a peculiar product of
an industry fraught with danger, full of
privations aud fickle to the.Iaat degree.
His cabin, or tent, Leing established, he
carcfully examines the region for out-
croppings or other signs of mineral
deposits.  If satisfied with his *“ find,” he
anuounces a claim by means of a stake
bearing a legend descriptive of the direc-
tion and length of the ground desired.
This gives him possessory right to ten
acres or less, aud notifics all comers of
pre-emption : otherwise,. he moves on,
ever in pursuit of the ignis fuluus,
Sloeping awmid snows, suffering untold ex-
posure with a fortitude worthier.of »
nobler cause than the greed of gold, ever
confident of success, no danger deters
him. Like the delicate Jace:liko weed
called *‘ tumbler,” or ** traveller,” that is
uprooted and carried with every breeze,
tauching here and there, the prospector is
a curivus prototype of the migratory
apirit of the West. So among the rigged
hills the indomitable prospector ex-
poses the metalliferous  deposits  which
centunes of the Indian's possession of -the

Iands have failed to reveal. That these
natives did not socure for themselves
the transcendent riches of the mountains
isa wonder to many. But earth gets her
price for what she gives—a price the
noble red mau deemed too high. In the
words of chief Severo, “Trees dun’t
work, God don't work, Indian don't work,
white man works.” And surely it does
require work.  Neither witchery nor
magic charm will entice the mineral,
and in nature's coneervation of energy an
ounce of metul produced requives-its
equivalent of labor,

ITEMS OF INTEREST,

In all  f Poraia ‘there sre only twenty
miles of railroads.

A locomotive lasts fiftaen yeus and
earns about $300,000,

Every cvuntry in. Europe .considers se-
cret marriages illegal,

One-seventh of the territory of France
is composed of foreats.

Bricks said to be from the tower of
Babel are plentiful at Birs Nimrud, Baby-
lonia;

The silkworm is the most useful insect.
Five million persous are oomuntly em-
ployed in its production.

Horses are su cheap and pleutiful in.
Chili and Buenus Ayres that even the
bewgars ride on horseback.

At Corunoa, Spain, is the oldeat light-
house in the world. It was bmlt nearly
eighteen hundred years ago.

‘Steel barrels, made frum sheets nnq-

‘|ing in thickness from one-sixteenth to a

quarter of an inch, are coming into use,

The Japanese take a hot water: bath:
daily. If they are tov po r. to have a
bath in their howe, they patronize the
public baths.

———— Qs

In view of the fact that Vancouver is to
receive shortly a consignment of wooden
blocks from Australia for the purpose of
paving, the News-Advertiser believes it
way iutere.. the public to know thirt two
reports on wood pavement have been is-
sued by the authorities in. Washington
and in New South Wales. The board-of
health of the American capital declares
that though four-6ifths of the newly-puved
streets of the city have been covered with.
woud blacks, overy one of theee the v ugh-
fares, after a Japee of barely three- years,
isin an unsatisfactory state, and that
nearly all of them give signs of *‘ rapid-
decompuition.”  The report from Aws-
tralin a3 to the absorption of ordure. by
wood pavement is quite as discournging
as 1that from Washington. One thing, -
indeed, seems 0 be quite clear on the.
subjoct, and that is that wooden ‘oed. -
ways of whatever kind cannot be kept in
» harmless condition without frequent

kwublng.



