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The Union Question in the Maritime Pro-
vinces—Coolness in Certain Quarters.
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r—

The question of Union, owing chiefly

L ttee was re-appointed and the in-
stractionsas they had proviously recei-
ved them, continued.  From another
report that I read it appears that one of
the speakers referved with considerable
i warmth to the aetion of the Geneml‘
| Assembly of ths Cannda Presbyterian
Churell, in  demanding somo under-
standing anent the Headship of Chaist,
He averred with great energy, that if
any attempt were made to fmvo that
which is distinetively Free Church in

to tho protracted discussion onthe Max. | its beaving, iuserted in the Basis, that
ringe Aflinity question, was crushed | no wmon would ever tuhe place.  Why,
back to very near the close of the | ho asked, should the doctrine of the

Synod's proceedings. It was at the
ovening sederunt of Wednesday of the
second week that the Report on that
question was presented.  There was
very little discussion, indeed there wns
very little room for any on it, There
was no fanlt found with the basis, no
expression of dissent s to any of the
proceedings that have been taken so fay,
There is a fecling that a1l that we have
to do for the present is to wait until the
Churches in tho Upper Provinces have
settled the differences that have mani-
fested themselves there, and when they
aro ready to ndvance we ave. It 1s not
to be concenled, however, that the zeal
for Union has cooled down somewhat in
some quarters. A member of the Union
Commttee grumbled a good deal about
the want. of courtesy, ns he thought,
shown by the representatives of the
Upper Province Churches during the
last yemr's negotintions, in the first place
.in refusing to come down here to o
meeting of the Joint-Committee, and in
the second place in the coldness shown
to the Maritime Proviuices und their
intorests in tho said negotintions, when
said Committee ¢id meet in Mon-
trenl. There was also complai -t mnde
that no official information had been
sont as to the action of the Assembly
which met in Hamilton in that matter,
though there was ample time to com-
munieate, it wasallegzed.  Te coneluded
from thase tokens that thore was not so
much cordiality on the part of either of
the chwrches aswill secure o satisfactory
blendiug of interests in case an incor-
poration bo carried out very soon. The
other mombers of the Committee took
quite o difficrent view of most of the
aspects presented. Several of them
protested that they sawno want of cour-
tesy on the part of the representatives
of the other Churches an}l no Iack of
interest in the Churchesof the Mwyitime
Provinees. And thoy pointed to the re-
turns made by Presbyteriesand Sessions
with referenco to the busis proposed and
the desirability of Union on that basis
a8 evidenco of the cordiality of our own
Church in the project. Some other
membars of Synod, however, sympathiz-
ed somewhat with the grumblings which
were expressed by the brother above
referved to, and it was stated that con-
victiony aro growing on the mindsx of
some that the members of the Kirk
Syuod down here, or at all events some
of them, are not hearty and honest in
seeking incorporation. Theo grounds of
dissatisfaction ave not of such u kind as
to be stated in a definite manner, hut
they are snch as to create suspicion and
cool the zeal that once was felt in tho
question. The Report, however, wns
unanimously approved, the Committee
re-appointed and instructed to continue
the negotiations during the year as in
their wisdom they may think best.

The action of the Kirk Synod which
met at Charlott town, Prince Edward
Island, on the question I take from the
Island Presbytevian. It may be vouched
as o semi-ofticial report.

“«“Wellonintheovening the report ofthe
Union Committee was called for and
read. Being n subject of too grave
importance to boe cloged that evening,
after some conversation, the final deliv-
erance was postponed till next day.
The desire for Union on equal terms
was expressed, by every one who spolie,
and the rosolution maiutained, that,
if by any mischance, the negocintions
should not nrrive at a favorakle issue,
the obstacles and blame, should not

conscionsly lic at the door of
this Church Court, But let us
pray thet Ho who scemed so

manifestly when the matter was initin-
ted, to have began tho good work may
now perform it.  The obstacles are not
such as may not to be cleared away, if
there is on the part of both parties a

willing mind. As we have never failed”

to beliove that, this union would,
under the divine blessing, bo for the
good of men and the glory of the grent
King and Head of the Church, so we
still do not despair. Nay, wo think
amid discussion and trial, that we are,
even by such means ocoming to the
sucoessfal end.” ‘Then further on I
road : —**The Union question wasresum.
od, and progress reported, The Com-

| Headship be  empliasised any move
i than other doctvines, which wro of
<qunl, if not greater importance. I pre-
simeo the phrase as it appoars in the
above eatract, about thedesire for union
on “cqual torms,” hears on the point
referred to by this speaker.

Trom the account I have lieve given
your readers will observe that the
Churches down here, though compara-
tively smaller thun their7sisters further
west, ave uot n whit less resolute in
asserting  their individuality in the
negotintions.  Perhaps the smaller a ‘
 body is, the more sturdy it will le in
not being ignored, or being thrown into
the shade.

H.
St. John, 16th July, 1872.
NOVA SCOTIA.
Introductory—Denominational Figures—

* Old School Blues "—A Good Record
—Romfsh Tactics—Personal.

t From Owr Own Corvespondond.

Mn. Eprror,—As you are desirous of
making your journal a sort of mouth-
piece for the Presbyterinnism of the
Dommnion, it is but rightthat you should
liave a few words frowa this Provinee,
in which the Presbytorian clement is su
Imge and influentinl.  Most of your
readers are alveady ncquninted with the
rveligious and educationnl features of
Nova Scotin, but in commencing to fur-
nish o fow notes of the work done hove,
it may not be amiss to give a sort of
bird's-eye view of the position. Our
province has n populntion of about 880,-
000, of winch one-fourth are Yresby-

watchfuluess by 4ho attempts of the
Romunists to strangle our {ree schivol
system, or {o seizo it as an engine for
carrving on theirgwn work,  They have
managed ony politlcians with wonderful
tact. Sittingcontinually * ou the fence,”
they huve been over veads to vault into
the ranks of Liberal, or Conservative,
Unionist, or Anti, just as the one or the
other would bid highest for them.  They
generally mannge to turn upon the win-
ning side, and were it not that the great
body of our people are sound on eduen-
tionalinatters, wofear our sehool system
would not long stand the attacks male |
upon it. But I must draw thiston
close. Perhaps at o future time I may
cnlarge on some of th  points now
touched, as they may requive,

There is not much stirring among us
at this season. Still there ave always
changes which should be noticed. 'Weo
are in great strgits for Inhorers now, and
aro not above making n rnd on our
neighbours at times.  You Western men
come down to the sea in the summer,
and some of owr congregations attempt
to persuade them that it would be better
to stay Dy it all the time. The congre-
gation of Antigonish seems to have con-
vineed the Rev. P. Goodfellow of this,
and he is to bo inducted at an early duy.
He enters upon a most interesting and
romising field of labor. The Rev. .
}). Pithlado, formerly minister of Glen-
clg, hins been indueted into the pastoral
charge of Chalmer's Chureh, Halifax,
Ho is ono of our most talented preach-
ers, and enters on the werk in this city
with most encouraging pro-pects. Rev-
Mr. Smith, of Galt, Ont.,is at present in
Halifax, cnjoying the sea bathing and
fresh ait, and paying ws in return with
eloquent and earnest discourses.  What
o pity some men can only enjoy the sen
air tor one montl in the twelve.

N.

S.
Ialifax, July 16, 1872,

MUODLRATE DRINKING IN THE
CHURCH.

—

The moderate use of intoxicating li-
quors by the professed followers of Jesus
Christ, we think, ought to be looked
upon us at least &« weight” that should
be laid aside. The excessive use of
such liquorsis o sin; and thercfore it

and a half wilhons of dollars as athank-
offeriug to to thie Lord i tetenheranee
of the “ve-union” that had beenso hap-
pily conswmuinted, But were sho to sy
today, by the inanimous conwent of lher
members, that she ceuses f ever the
moederate ase of the cup that may i
torieate, and put forth lLier nuted inflo-
ence for the abolition of the e, she

n thank-ofiering,

wonld be doing o deed productive of as |
great good to men, as in raising so lavge ' 1sh trunk, am I to take the opposite to

" Sapposo that the Chureh had all the
dear, lehightful men of God every way
- comfortuble, would this show that the
| (hurch was about to convert the world 2
| If it 13 wclancholy to see men preaching
i the Gospel, sinokiug and dotng other
naughty things, it would certainly bo
funny to sco P’aul before yon on the
road, a dapper little man with stovepipe
and kids.  Wlalst I lay aside the Rom-

present to the world as the model ont-

The guestion of total ab. tincuce, on sl Christinn man ? It this question
the part of chnreli-meml s, is peeery 18 pone into, the mlsgml)]v question of
ing more consideration in the snpreme | the genteel poverty of Protestant elergy
conrts of the various denominations of | Wil have to be disenssed. 1 know of
the chureh than bitherto it has obtained  to venteel teachers of yeligion in the
Sow. clrch conrts propose going so | whale world, save amongst Protestants,
far us to constitute total abstinence n | strurgling to hve—after a certain style,
teri of communion. Then when a man Yours teuly,
comes forward to unite with the chireh
he wust pledge himself not to use in-
toxieating liquors as o beverage. We | -
think that the church should enact no
stteh law.  However desivable it wiay lm} -
that every church-member should be | - detor Bruinsin Astrnicas DiksnyTrrias.
total abstainer, we think it unwise on Mr Epitor.- What do yeu think of
the part of any church to declure such | pronuscous dancing ? It has come to
nbstinence o test of membership. If be very fashionable minong certain
thio church muke that a test, t]lol“b are, elasses in the various denominations of
many duties incumben! on the Christian | the Christian Chureh, I have heard it
that she may raise to the snme relation- | defended by even mimsters of the Gos-
ship.  When the church begin to cre- | pel.  They become even philosophical

P, Q.

DANCING.

ate tests of membership, she scarcely |
knows where sne will stop.  Then she
will soon have attendance at prayer
meotings and imissionary contributions, |
&e., terms of communion. Let the
church enforeo the performance of such
duties with all the moral power she has; |
Lut the moment she attempts to use
more than moral power, and (naets
stringent laws, she becomes weak. Let
tho church ask her members to be total
abstainers, lot her plead with them, so
s to reach this end ; but of wise she will
enact 1o law on the matter. It would
be o happy sight to sce Iresbyterinns
and DPrelatists, Calvanists and Srmeni-
ans, Predo-baptists and Immersionists,
lay nside their badges, and drop their
shibboleths, and present an uubroken
front to the common enemy.
Axreus,

on the subject, and suy that dancing is
but graceful motion aud that therefore
essentially there is nothing wrong in it.
It is argued that where o few friends,
especinlly young ones, are met to spend
u fow hours together there is nothing
wrotg, sor out of plice in having o
friendly dance. It is better, it is said,
that those idiotic gnines that figure so
largely on such oceasions—far more be-
coming and far less likely to be ahused.
Is that so Mr. Editor ? Daucing parties
are becomiug very commnon anong the
more prosperous Presbyterians, and the
fun 1s often kept up till far far pust the
sma’ hours.  Is that all slght 2 My iden
is that it is o sort of settled thing, both
uniong saints and sinuers that this teip-
phng on the light fantastic toe is not
becoming in thosewhoprofess godliness.
It is frivolous and befrivoliging to n

terians, The Roman Catholies come | excludes any man chargeable therewith
next, forming about onec-fifth, The | from the kingdom of heaven. The mo-
Baptists hase about one-sisth.  The derate nse of bevernges that intoxiente
Episcopnhinus form a httle more than ; impedes the progress of the Christinn

one-eighth.  Tho Mcthodists furm about | Zienward, though it may nuot neees-
one-tenth, The remawing portion of | sarily bar the door of heaven against

he arrives at the Celes.

the population is a muxed multitude. | him  when
Moderate dvinking on the

The mhabitants of this province are in | tial City.

the peuple of Ontaro. They spring  that vuglt to be laid aside, inasmuch
from the same stock, and to @ large ex- | us it su frequently, fearfully, and fatally
tent display the samo features of char- | tends towards immoderate drinking. 1t
acter. Tho Roman Catholics, with the | is an undoubted fact, that Christian
exception of a fow French Acadinus,are | people, throughout the various denom-
Inshmen of the most devoted type, | wations of the church of God, do use,
ready to do auything the Church tells | in moderation, intoxicating beverages.
them, and to do anythiug the Chuxch | The eustom is more prevalent in the
demands. The Episcopalians are, ns a | Churches of Greut Britain, than in the
rule, & quiet going people, whose prinei- | churches here. Many there are who
pM reason for being m the Church isx ! oppose this custom, wherever found,
that they were born there, During the | both by precept and example.  The
past few years, liowever, the Ritualistic . number of such opponents, ye rejoice to
movement has created cousiderable com- ' know, is being annnally sugmented.

many respeets very much the same as | part of the Christian, is n weight !

; great extent, even when it is not, as in
» many cases it is a great deal worse. I
» suppose I shall be denounced as n Max-
I wont if I hint that people up to two or
, three or four o'clock in the moruing at
Sm,—There is n question that I such work aro little likely tv be in such
should like to see ventidated in your pa- | o frame as to pray for God's blessing on
per. As far asl am nware it has not  what they have been doing. If it is
i received  the attention that Christiun | allowable for members of the church, is
v zeal and wsight 1 these days demand. | it also allowable fo. ministers? I know
+ L am not very sure that I have the abil- | of o hint of there being one law for
1 1ty to place it before your renders in the , the pulpit and another fir the pew.
 elearest aud most exact language.  Let , What is right for the oceupunt of the
us try the following.  Behioving that | latter is right_also fov the oceupant of
j prde and selfishness are fundamental | the former. I wonder if some of onr
T b{ man—Dbelieving that Cliist came | fashionable  Presbyteriuns think  so.
v uto the world to destroy seltishuess— | How wouldthey hike to have their pastor
v does the common_conscience of worldly | Dr.—or Mr. -to be seen cupering about
| men and depraved apprehend the gen. | like a lunatic monkey for o couplo of
| eral mode of action on the part of Chris- | hours at & nice party of the brether
| iwns, espeetally of nunisters, as unsclf- | and sisters of the chureh ? Would it
sl | be allvight ?  Elders I kuow do #t. So
Let us take the following illustration. [ do Sabbath School Teachers both male
I A poor lad is moved 1 spint to devote | and female.  So do deacons, and so do
j himself to the Christian Mimstry, His | managers ‘,‘”}1 ,”"‘.h' childven. There is
| caveer is somowhat ns follows: Iis | 2o reason if it is right, why they should
tulents and laudable ambition carry him | not all indulge. The question is, Is
through his preparatory course with re. | it right?

A BUGGESTIVE QUESTION.

Editor Britisit Assericas PrespyTERIAN @

motion among them, driving many of '
their good members into other denom-
inations, but leading tho vast body of !
their people on towards Rome. The'
Methodists ure zenlous, carnest, necom.
modating ; the Baptists are close com- |
j munion of the clusest type, while the |
i Presbyterinns are fair  specimens ot
« Qld School blues,” strongly Conserva- |
j tive, fond of the * old paths,” yet pos-
sessing great zeal and missionary enter-
prise. In every good work, whether it
18 * heading off " Romish moves for
separate schools, fighting the battle of
Sabbath observance, attacking King Al-
cohol, organizing Young Men's Associn- |
tions, or Bible Socicties,or contributing |
to any religions or benevolent enter-
prise, Presbyterians are ever in the first !
rank, The time was when the expres-
sion ** cold dead Presbyterinnism ™ wsed
to be hurled ut us by other denomina-
tions ; but the time for that sort of thing
has gone by, for the zeal and earnest-
ness, aswell as her liberality in support-
ing Mission work at home and among
the leathen, compel even her euumies
to confess, that whatever olse sho mr:ly i
be, our Churcht is neither cold nor dead.
Great havmony exists among the various
branchesof the evangelicul Churcl here.
Each seems deternined to provoke the ‘
other into love and good works, instend
of_wasting time in bitter controversy on
oints of minor importance. For this
1appy state of things tho Young Men's
Chnistinn Associations deserve great
praise, for thoy hiave been largely influ-
ential in producingit. Dariug the past
faw yearswe have buen keptin continual

"of God is the light of the world and the i than o polished diamond of intense,

We do believe that the custom is bad, | spectuble, yea, high approbation.  He
tjnrions, in it tendencies. By it the ' 13 called by a country chureh; he works
young are encouraged to look upon the ! hard, becomes  popular, rising young
wine, red in the cup, and to partake + man. After o few years heis called to
thereof ; aud afterwards, to their sorrow, | & town congregation. After o fow years
disgrace, and rnin, they find that it | 8 thus new Jarge charge, he as called to
e Diteth like a sorpent, and stingeth like - 11}1 one of the lughest positions of the
an adder.”  The young bogin in maoder- | Lhurch. Ho 13,1 short, a highly suc-
ation ; but do they all end there! The ! cessful man—a  deservedly  esteemed
thousands that yearly godown to drunk- brother.

ards qraves give the answer. Nor are | My question is, have we anything in
the skirits of the chureh altogether free ¢ the hife of this man by which the world
from stainsin the matter. Tho Chureh | can judge that he was anything else

snlt of tho earth : nudas such she should | highly wise ‘selﬁshness? He 1s not sel-
arise in her glory and strength, and j sh. The widow and the orphan bless

frown upon n custom, that may and
does lead so many on to death and per-
dition. The Apostle Paul said * If meat

I'make my brother to offend, I will not

eat meat while the world standeth.”
The whole church of tho redeemed on
earth shonld sny inthe same spivit, “'If
the mouderate use of a beverago that in-
toxicates, lend the young into so dun-
gevous and often ruinous a pathway, we
will not partake of such beverages while
the world endures.” Such would be o
noblo position to assume ; even though
there should be a diffexence of opinion
as to whethor it could properly be called
self-denial or not. The Free Church of
Scotland support two hundred labourers
in tho mission field in Indin, Lot that
church add to such benevolenco her un-
broken testimony againat even the mo-
derate use of nlcohol, and she wounld
stand much higher in true goodness be-
fore the world. Two years ago the Am.
erican Presbyterian Church raised seven

i hin.  Tho world does not know ths,
| for tho sunplo reason that he not a
i Phaxisee,

| It scen.s to me that o thoroughly sel-
fish man ean do ali that zealous, enter-
prizing clergymen do.  Is it not n fact
that selishness has assamed moro gi-
gantic proportions in the Chweh than
ever it lins been able to do elsewhere?
Heis n fine looking fellow, the devil,
when he becomes an nangel of light.
Let us look at Catholics and Protestants
in the broad eyo of the vulgar, ignor-
ant multitude. The Catholic is clothed
with hnmility ; his robesaro officinl, not
personal; his indulgences in worldly
pleasures ave all taken upon the sly.
Tho Protestant blages before the world
with the force of & bulls-eye lantorn—
fine, superfino gentloman,—~gailant wife
and daughters; free company 3 good
times gonerally. Within, things are
the voryreverse of outward oes,

Could you by any sketch of fincy im-
agine Jesus Cluist waltzing 2 I could
not. And are not His people to bein
the world as He was 2 I do not regard
myself as & sour faced canting hypo-
cnte, or anything upproa\ching to it, but
I should Jike to huve tlus subject venti-
Inted thoroughly. My own impression
is that its prevalenco in the churches is
at oncea cause and a sympiom of spiri-
tnal deeny.  Ifit is all vight, however, I
have some boys and girls that mean to go
into it thoroughly.  They wont get my
consent. Butat the same time it is
very diflicult to hold one's own agninst
them. Why, one will say, I went to
Mrs. so and so's party, and there was
any mmount of dancing both before and
after supper, and every body knows she
is just M. ‘s model Christian,
busy with clothing socicties, aud this,
that, and tho other thing; sarely she
would not do what was wrong.® 1 tell
yout, Mr. Editor, our miussters will have
tolook after thisor therewiltbetrouble of
noordinary kind from it. Whether ia.
daneing or singing hymus worst? Lok
some of your clerienl readers say, and.

oblige,
D. M &

Somewlere in the East there ip &
trea which is & non-conductor of elpetri.
city. The peotl’)lo know it, and when a
storm comes, they flec towanl it for
safety. Beautiful picture of the Saviour!
Beautiful emblem. of the tree on Cal-
varyt It is a non.conducter of wrath,

Very delightful—very Chw

(ot undernenth it, aud your are .
safe foraver, ¥ ule

i
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