
leUrt were far frQm him." Not ail those who leges, if we remain barreil afi utrel~
bppear to men to honour Christ shall be saved; the work of the Lord. The Queen or~"
Matt. vii. 22. Tiiougl Jesus was daily work- travelled far to hear the wisdom of SnlOll1ol"'

ing miracles, doiug, ainong them the works the Jews negiected the fountin of ail lwbidPpg
'which neyer mati did, giving hcaring to the They contemned him wbo not only "p~.10

deaf, siglit to the blind, castiug out devils, neyer man spake," but hand poweer to lt

-raising the dead, and curitîg ail manner of dis- others with wisdorn, who of %jiod is inade <

e*ses, yet obstitîately shutt ing their eyes to ail domi unto ail bis people; 1 Cor. i. 30. -

these, the Scribes and Pharisees would bâve 4. The la.mentable conditiait imb

from. hini a miracle of their own devising. their unbelief tas brittging th&e inspembe

t. Outr Savieur rejects their proposai, Jetvs. é

They sougzht a sign, not for the confirmation Sirîce the Babylonish captivity theh e -

of their faith., but as an excuse for remainitîr lad ilenoanced the worship of imug5,

la ubelief. Sinîjilar requests, when inade lu to which they liad forxieriy been so Pro î

the righit spirit, had been granted Gideon. they hiad enjt1yed many advantagcs, a" lt%

These r[>harisees had iii reality no wish to bc the prorniseil and long.expeecd Messili d

couvinced. They asked atîd received itot, be- sanîoîst miae. t her hear s ecilWU0teô

cause they asked anîiss; Jantes iv. 3. Our Wn'lsuials n~terhat o'~

Lord calis thenu a wicked geuterationi-they enîpty; ver. 44. Christ had itot been ele

kiiled the prophiet.s, and stoined tiîem which as ail îîîmute therel Evil spirits, thie'

were sent utîto them, MatL. xxiii. 37, autd uow 1entered iii and tsttrped Christ's throie ie.

they were persecuting the Lord of glory. He these very privileges, which ,oldhv te>f

calls them an adulkerous getieration. The ex- to thpir etetièal peace, the utl)hiýiIuW l#<

pression Iladaltcry " is often used fignruitively waked woige and wvorse. And as, it 5d1

in Seripture for idolatry. Since the liabylon- 'the Jews as a ilation, so is it uith each 0

ish captivîty, the Jews liad iiot been guiity or duail. The longer lie turtîs a deaf ear O

the sin of worshipping images; they professed gospel, ail thul *orse, ail the more dWnSii
to worship God, atnd to obserlve his ordinances. wiil he his condition; see Ileb. iài8ig>

They had but the form of religion without tie should he au incentive to everv Christie.

power. The love of God occupied not the to tiee inîitediately to Jestis;2 Cc$"r. JO

chief place in their heart and affections, but learni-.1st The natural unhelief Of 10

the love of the world; Jno. v. 42. Iu the Isa. liii. 1; i C or. ii, 14.

sight of God they were therefore idolaters. 2tid. That our mins are more or1e5t

Our Saviour tells thern that thougli they should Iaccordiîîg to the, privileges we ijl

cot obtaitt the sigil which they demanded, y et X. 15 ; John ii'. 19 ; xv. 22.

a sigan should be given them-the siLyn of the Th gJtdngro ontn. >r

prophet Jonas; ver. 39. The greatést of ail stt fipntme.Hs v "

the miracles of our Lord was his risiug front i O

the grave b)y his own power (John k. 18), 011 PÀÙL wottld not take to hnsM#tî s

the third day. This was the completAn demon- tion of ] iraise on accotint ut the lai.>OW, do

stration of Itis 'Messiahship ; Rom. i. 4. suceess of otberg. Hie pke ol-1. . b'o

3. Our Lord contrasta the position of the eticcess which Christ had give hit1 v :i

Jews in ltefinil judgment, wilh that of)Ol bieoonwrh tissosta

men of ineveh ;,nd the Queen of Sheý0.1 sucs is ef Ood~, yet thiat it ig ft"t W

Jonah was a stranger in Nineveh, Our and a grounid of praiee to be sueco tIl'd
Saviour laboured arnong bis own cenutrymen. C Ilrist' ok ayhv up
Jouali wrought ne miracle in proof of his it is *rong to give amy pri Wthe dor
mission-J esus pprfoîrmed iniracleti innuiner- sevnspnacui ftras
able; John xxi. 25. Jouai desired 11o good 1 evns n eouto he rhe
to the Ninevites, Jesus wvas contindtullil hod- gectdsces nbssrie
*Ing forth the most lîetrt.meltiîtg and persua- jttdgedta ii icuac
dive invitationis to repentance. Jonah was a r ighteousnies and <,f 1).te B3ut t0
niere man, Christ was God himself. Yet dtom l'O fot froin God.I is 18 -
Jonah wtis received. by the -Ni tevitesi while dom, and tends to, damnp exCrtîO
Jesus was rejected by the Jews. The men of sevieof011 hrs. I ot
Niuteveh itnproved, their émail privileges--the iii Christ Jesus, as weîî l olr jt):,:9
men of Jeruugaem abused their great ones. . "ii(n te labour. et bGIl.
*2Jehurun waxed fat and kicked." And if d.sosito, ei Bev frt i

,the men of Nineveh will rise in judgment to praisete iserasfo

,gondemn those Jews who continued in un and success in bis wctrk. tL1

.vlfshail titey not mach more condemul us 1finemrent te lblame whatGd p
who enjoy such great and innumerable privi-- .&. Ilaldane.


