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EARNESTNESS.

to avold observing that there is generally
a something about the sulject of the mira-
cles and the incidents connected with them,
which is 80 eminently suggestive of those
Ligher spiritual truths which it is the ohject
of revelation to inculcate, that it is hardly
possible to avoid the conclusion that we
have here a manifestation of that contri-
vance and arrangement with which an
overruling Providence hﬁ' encircled all
things, Itis here as in the case of those
great analogies which exist between the
physieal and spiritual creations, between
the phenomena of life and death in bhoth
for instance, or between salt and sanctity,
leaven wnd living principle. In observing
the use which is made of these in Serip-
ture, we cannot bring ourselves to look
upon them as mere afterthoughts so to
speak of inspiration, but feel constrained
to view these afier applications as ove at
least of the manifold designs of the original
arrangements of creation, So’in tracing
the narratives of these miracles and ob-
serving how the circumstances and incidents
of them impressively and almost irresistably
suggest the higher and more spiritual ase
Pects of man’s pasition and relations to his
Saviour, we feel that it wauld be as absurd
as it would be unphilosophical to suppose
that these, sa obvious and so instructive,
analogies are the creatures of accident, or
that, in following them out, we are follow-
ing the light of our own fancy, rather than
the direetion of the finger of God. Un-
scriptural and unwisg as it would be to at-
tempt, by a process of what has been called
spiritualizing, to gild the fine gold of Serip-
ture by covering it aver with fanciful and
wise drawn analogies, and still more to rest

on these the proof uf dogmatic truth; not



