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ýrHE SOUTHE SEA ISLANDS-

LY REV. JOIIN INGLIS, MlSSIONARY TO TIIE NEW HEBRIDES.

Sob,3utb Sea Iands are in fnaniv res-
ýýOfle Of the most inîterestingf portions

4fOuir globe- In actuai1 appearance tlîey

'th re to o r d:s of the H sperides,
e~ I hes, or Fairv-lan d; nearer t4o

eot poeuiyý, or the rmalins Ibrin-
'%'Id lJeopled 1) ' i lngîaiî, than aiiv
,24i 'iOT) of til,,e- eth's sHrýirce. For1
e 'CiilC andl a hiftheir. historV lia,

11IQd î'e tile tales iin tii Arab-i.an

lhro ig<rWorks of fictiff, t.i ai 1.1he robvir
tjefu lîî lb,<> reail hife. ~ Iiî:î ae
I*tl, (iQ]e haý, been :tne anl morei'

9' thafi fiction. Ail tbo maritime:lVeJsrkiof L'*?Pc0)( hîavé ,À,it. fordi tqeitr

1110e h iîîitv ocein1. Srpai:î bih the
, lit Onftj Set affe î of FlI 3, ahs

fteseriSt gaýzel 1101b u-pa
~ant ~ a, toverînor oft he colony of

and fî Inaountain on that isthinus,
118 they jav south front the place

h etû, they received the nanie ofte OTLSEA. SvnvasbtrM~i

liaiive of Por<>.1lî but ili [lie sriVicele Sain andas nav'ivator and discoverer
th g on' Clbs p assel throurrh

jgeU.stra1ts that silili beîrb ue,-j aîîdýint0 [be r<ead
glii% angre of [lle ta wî

IWoc n11,l the snî<foth Qll over iLs
andj f gth, tili he reacel theLdrns'*0)]1 t Ili

eI O c "e isai ie lie niuiii Ià [le
le[f 0CEAN. Ili 1567, whcen the

r. Qen of' Scots was ab-f 19ber t]r8~iaj d roue, Mendania, aiîotlîerýCl1Z 1 tOeed 1hie grou p which he
Lelî 8 .îchpeago "'froîii the.101lid lOSO lslaîîde Lad suplplieil then trerls11 ernployed in building the

ke~ond ir gltd at tbat tirno oiy aer character th Rfrr[oL ow owvas bè,ginîiing
~hc ~i~ dep ootamonfl., lier people,

~'~ri rlj~developingetheir inbornegreat mben whio guideci tLe
aethad thoir thouglits

dlirected to this ooean, and Johin Oxenhain,
a nativ~e of Plymnouth, the first Engliebhrn. 4.

mnan that sailed iu the South Sea, Ieft-
England in 1575. lie was followed by
Drake, Cavendish. and Hlawkins. 1bo
the cenitury close(l the Duteli hiad a f1eet of
five slip l tue3 sainîe seas. Thîe seveiteentfà
centurv wvas le-ss faîtnotus for maritime dib-
ce'than the preccilinzhad beeni. Blakp

swcpt aN:v *ibte navies o' Spain and HÔ]l
land. 24nd rais-el England [o thesovereignty
of [li, scas, l'lit our comitry m-aýs con vulsed
bv sit&hî tènrfül stoîrms that foreign <tdven.-
ture wvas tiot thîought of. Stli during this
centurv several na-re.3 stand pronetl
ont ; [w-o of the best knotwn of thiese aie
Qîtiros anid Tasmnan. Quios, t-ho pidot to
MCeldi1li" Il eagcri to îlow i [he %waters of

thli nîkn!own sea, aîîd seek out [lie iirdis-

cager ti) discov'er file txreat so)uthern conti-
net,4 the ilieainoi o l the early goographem~
sailed froîn Lima, in Deeember 1605, a few
Nveeks after [ho fanions Ganpowder Plot
In [tie following, year lie discovered the
mo1st n<)lthern îh in l the New Hebride.
Supp)Ioýsing [bis to be the lotig-sougJ4t-f4T
continent, hio naneci it the ArchipclagoJ

Esp.qjirib Santo, and drawing, a--s Sheridi*
said of sorne One, lipon bis imagination fýr

lhi,; facts, hie wrotia borne to Philip III. of
Spaip, [liat those countries (liscovered b*'
buii mnigbt Oecup)y onle quarter of tbo

earth's ý,uýr5hce, [liai Espirihu Sanito- ias l
nbost détcious coutiyty in [tie woî-ld, it woo
like [lie garidm-ý of Eden, and would provt
tho iexhaustible sý)urcc of glory, richef&
and power, to Spamn. During this century
thie Duiteli were tLp, most enterprising cf
South Sea navigrators. New I1olnd, «i
as àl is 110w callecd Atistralia, was diýcovep.
ed iii 1616,byv Dirk Hlaieits, w hile TasinaX
one of the miost fanious of the Duteà
navigators of that age, discovered Vai
Diernen's Land, New Zealand, Tongataba
and the FeeJees, li 1642. The rest o! tie
century was barren of discovery.

In tho eigli[eenth, century, Britain and
France both appeared in the South Su&-


