THE . GOOD NEWS.

THE SOUTH SEA ISLANDS—

AS THEY WERE TWENTY YEARS AGO.

BY REV. JOHN INGLIS, MISSIONARY TO THE NEW HEBRIDES.

The South Sea Islands are in many res-
P8 one of the most interesting portions
our globe. In actual appearance they
‘thme~ nearer to our ideas of the Hesperides,
: }"l."Si.Hn Isl«?%, or Fairy-land; nearer to
Creations of poctry, or the realins form-
Oth::-](:. beapled by imagination, than any
¢gion of the ewrth’s surface. For
Cnturies and a Lialf their history has
i ::01‘0 ]ike.the tales in the Arabizn
o i ;] more like ‘1{:»1».111\011 Crusoe aud
v'hmni%-]l?r \::orks of hcw:h. than the sober
the u_u-ﬂwl(h real life,  Yen, in many cases
s Btrikiy 'm‘e"e ll‘as‘lwn strabgrer and more
p')“e._“g‘f?g fiction, Al the maritime
Mogt Rkil)f l*m‘opc havé sent forth  tHeir
plore llu anfl adventurous navigators to
Way, 18t wighty ocean.  Spaiu led the
Sight 'tf‘l? September 26th, 1513, a fort-
w ters(w ef the Lattde of HuddL:u, those
- @V, Pffle first gazell upon by European
8angs I\)’F 08, governor of the colony of
then, fro ana in Dm.'xen, firet discovered
™ 2 mountain on that isthmus,

%here he stey lay south from the place
ovty g"d: they received the name of

N 2 natic EA. Seven years later.Magel-
f 8pain aed()f Portuga], but in the service
fecong O,nllv] as‘a navigator and discoverer
the Straitg"‘ fo Lol_umbus, p.‘}sse'l through
8°tting int that still bear his nne, aud
glide a 0 u.'e range of the trade-winds,
ONZ in the smooth seus over its

who] v ], !
anq g;ﬂlgth, till he reached the Ladrones,

M this cip , ;
Clig Circumstance he named it the

ireg (.
fead

P,

b?nut,f | CEAN. In 1567, when the
ﬁ'Catina ary Queen of Scots was ab-
s’ania? er throne, Mendana, anotlier
Salleq Sol’ Isc‘{“e"(*d the yroup which he
‘fe]ief thagmons Archipelage, “from the
Lolg those iglands had supplied the

le» treasure employed in building the
::cond or t]',nglaud, at that time only a
§

L ;“‘d 'ate power, was bezinuing
ad en * character; the Refgrmation
fnd e P P root among her people,
gnergies‘ ast, eveloping ~their inborn
Oouncij of Ele &reat men who guided the

iZa‘beth, had their thoughts

directed to this ocean, and John Oxenham,

anative of Plymouth, the first Englishe 4

man that sailed in the South Sea, lef"
England in 1575. He was followed by
Drake, Cavendish. and Hawkins. Befos

the century closed the Dutch had a fleetof

five ships in the same seas. Theseventeenth
century was less famous for maritime dis
covery thanthe preceding had been. Blaks
swept away the navies of Spain and Hol-
land, and raised Lnglind to the sovercignty
of the seas: but our country was convulsed
by such feartul storms that foreign adven
ture was not thought of.  Siill during this
century several nanes stand prominently
out; two of the best known of these are
Quiros and Tasman. Quiros, the pilot to
Mendana, «eager to plow up the waters of
the unknown sea, and seck out the undis-
covered lands around the Antartic pole,”—
eager to discover the great southern conti-
nent, the dream of all the early geographers,
sailed from Lima, in December 1605, a few
weeks after the famous Gunpowder Plot.
In the following year he discovered the
most northern island in the New Hebrides.
Supposing this to be the long-sought-for

continent, he named it the Arckipelago ad

Jspiritn Santo, and drawing, as Sheridap
said of some one, upon his imagination far
his facts, he wrots home to Plilip IIL of
Spain, that those countries discovered by
him might occupy one quarter of the
earth’s surface, that Espiritu Santo was the
most delicious country in the world ; it was
like the garden of Eden, and would prove
the iuexhaustible source of glory, riches,
and power, to Spain. During this century
the Dutch were thg most enterprising of
South Sea navigators. New Holland, gr
as it is now called Australia, was discovem
ed in 1616, by Dirk Hatichs, while Tasman
one of the most famous of the Dutch
navigators of that age, discovered Vaa
Diemen's Land, New Zealand, Tongataba
and the Feejees, in 1642. The rest of the
century was barren of discovery.

In the eighteenth century, Britain and
France both appeared in the South Sess.



