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CURR,,ENT TOPICS.

SAL.ES of books during Auglist have not been pirticu.larly encouraging. There was a deaduess appalret
about the market. probably dte to the lnck uf
really good fiction. Sucli books as did seii wcll
were old favorites ani] their sales werc ucccsiarily

miuch illier thrnî ini the days of tliir carlier popultirity.
The bookc titat probably took best <furiîîg the moutait wzis

McGratlîs TViîe Grey Cloak." Reports
,1uiglist front tuany centres gave it a gool ales
Blook 'lraic. record. Its comipatiou volume, -The

Puppet Crowtt," likewise solu] wcll. "Gor-
don Kritt " :naintaiîîed its carlier sales to a fair dcgrec. With
casterta rcaders TluVi Sacrifice of the Slhannonu was pu>pular.
Crockett's " Bannecr of Blue " had fair sales. and the Spriiig
favorites, " Luvey Mary " und "* Letters of a Self-Mruzde
Mterchiant." contiiued tu scli ini paper editimis. -Wce Mile-

gregr " vins naio noticealc in the self ing Iist. 1rospccts
for the Fait arc brightcr. A fair range of fiction, ini wlîich atil
the Ie<uding writte of thecl tif re rep)rcscintecl, in promnised.

TfIl' Autunin station. so fr as books arc concertid. is niow
welunder way. Publishers arc beginning to I>riîîg out

their Fîîll publications. Whicli in point of numbers show~~
nu diminution andl in point of quality little or .io iînprovc-
tricot. lu fact, the Fsul seamoti of 1903 promnises t> lie somcl-

'what barren. Canadiaii piîbli!.Iicrs. as
AujEi1ii usuttd, have sccured what rnav bc tcrnirdu

innunci:wgs. the ecanit of the popular fictioni and ini
addition a few mtilldard works. WVith thcse

the>' arc now entrring thi: market. In theî announccinent
paIges tif thss iiusuc Of lIOOKSaîl.l.ll AM)> STATI>NIR xviIlieb
founul lista of the books to bc broutglt, out luriîig the tcxt two
inonths or so. The ittismctist prep)ondcrittnc of h<,uks by
tinitcdl States writcrs in notîcrable. Oaîly a few. and tItuse
thc mnt prominenit. of English novelisis arc rclircscnitcd.
Thias .astate of affairs whiclî appears irremrediable. Only
thc efforts of Englisli publishcrs thieniuelves cani counltcract it.
Certain Eaglush puhlislicrs are doing soittetinsg in this direc-
tion hiy inelin of advertising ini Cainadien ipers. Thtis is al
good niovc which shibuld lue supportcd -ladf cncouraged by
rentiers in Canada.

"AD)E il, Cannufda' notions have ut faut infccd the"M minds of pirchnerrn of i t e alwr. And iuniiiiiac

tonde paibers.. ln fiet, thc Cinadiîu.inde article is quite the
tliig nt preseiti it having ousteul a great dirai of foreign stuif
froiuî the nmarket. And the prodct tioli as

-Cana dia: piper is the gcnuine article in Puaitrioiic
inost cases Catndinn factoriel; art wcll. I>urcluaier
equifilieu t iinke excellent goods nnd
facilities for boxing thc liner grades are uitie ls good n% iuny
place clic. Vie mne statenicnt appuyas tu inany other
articles in the bookseî 1cr and attioneçr's stock. The titaler
who adopts thc patriotir programmne reaps hi. rcward. Ncver
lirfore !lis su iuh ciuptais bca laid on national industry.
llowcver. the idea that Canadians arc goitig to consumne ouf>'
honic-nade stuff niust otut he too hurrictlly taken for granted.
Ussitcil Stautes. lirit.ish ami Cicrnîani guods lire titili intcnisel>'
popolar <md tiere caniiot! bc tmaid t> fbc an>' falling off ils t.he
tentant] for thcm. Proportionately, howcvcr, the sale of

Canadian gooda s in tcrcasing.

C AN,%t)IAS' miaufacturers ofstatioîtry atd kindreul gooci.
(1<> int collipii of any difieulty ii ccurisig ortiers nd
phiacing thicir goodls titis PaiNl. Ratîter do tficy mai:îk

comtpliiit about fillisig Ortlers. Pac.tories havec nu,. the cq uip.
iîicît.t rcquisitc to sutpply the ileinaitd. ior easa sufficient .klcd
lahor bic sectired tu kcep ptlants ini catirc
operatioli. I saciti<nsuig!mtn- 1zun~:c.
facturittg stationicru tlnt tltcy have l>ecn hheiuj
conîp)clled to put Oit niglit slîifts to kepi up
wviththe caîliso!the inarict. Tii i ttmn flc.Nq
lonigcr lins it fieconic iccesnr>'y to sctre titi: ke~tciet of salesment t.u covcr thec routes or toi crowd on ititi in the stucsadepmrttttcut. Tie tcndcîîciy liat been to cuit down the trilycl.
Iiag lis!. and tu direct cvcrv vcrgy towards fifling oiers.
Tite hîttoYalt ltten iàf the iiirlcet shows littie aigui o! fnlling off
anîd statiouters arc coînfident thut tisc present wavc of
prosperit>' bas soîttctîting (if p)critiautcney about it.
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