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JAPANESE PAPER.

!‘/l OST persons ate famthar with the peenhar character
iy of Japaunese paper, which 1s made ftom the jnner

bhatk of the mulberpy tiee 1t s seldom bleached,
It made as clegn as possible, aence its peendiar colo
s made o small vllages, where all the inhabitants are
paper makeis  The sons of paper mahers follow the pro-
fesaion of their fathers, unless adopted  into a famly
putsmng sote othet vocation. The paper mulbery tree,
ot wlach it s made, 15 propagated by cuttiogs from the
oot~ whieh ate planted on the borders of rice fields,
and ther mature an abont five vears e November the
resls ate cut and sold to the paper mahets, amt the roots
ate left ta send up new shools :

The hoots age cut i peces twa feet Jong, pited up
ated gllowed to fenent. whieh loasens the bark so that
1t can be sthpped off, alter which thev are dricd in the
apen ar, o1 setaped at onee The seraping removes the
brown  epiderims, which is  used for inferior wrapping
papet  About 34 pounds of the bark are boiled for {wo
Lhouts w4 sttong lve of wood ashes  The material s
then put i bags and Teft an a tunmyg stream unfil the
alhalt is completely temoved 1t is pext beaten, two or
thiee pounds al a Ume, on a wooden hlock, with heavy
ctichs Tor Ofteen o1 twenty apinutes  This pulp is mixed
with a4 httle nee paste, or a paste flom a species of
mallow A tlae pulp o obtatned by stirning one-quat tes
potnd of this mwass wto forty ar oty gallons of watet.

Tiee web o mat on Whieh the pulp is collected s
made of slender <tiips of bamnboo, anly the thirty-sixth
part ol an e hoan diameter, saetal hundted of these are
bonte! together with ~ih thiead, the 1ods all tun lencth
wine of the ~heet, and henee the mats can be sollal o
Jolded a1 ek diection For coarse paper reed pals
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are employed. ‘The process of manufacture is essentially
the same as.in making hamt-made paper. A woman sits in
front of the tanh and stirs 1t vigorously, then dips a mat
and frame inte the val, takes up some of the pulp and
shakes it, so as to felt the fibres together. .\ single dip
mahes a very thin tisswe paper. mos{ paper 1s made by
dipping twice and draining each time. After the second
dipping the mat s placed on end by the side of the tank
to drain, and the frame put on a second mat, which also
teceives its first dipping

While the second sheet is draimng for thie fitst time
the mat with the first sheet is laid face down on a pile
of finished sheets, with a nice straw between them, While
the second sheet is draining for a second time, the mat
is taken off from the first sheet, so that only {wo mats
ate necessary.  When 500 or 600 sheets, which form a
day's work, are completed, they are pressed for a while
with heavy weights, then taken up one at a time, by
means of the rice straw, and placed on smooth hoards to
diy in the sun When diy the sheets are stripped from
the-board by a sharp Kuife, with the blade at right angles
to the handle. like a sickle The finished paper weighs
about onehall as much as the bark employed.

Copring paper is colleeted by the middlemen [rom the
numerous siall paper makers in the villages of the paper
districts, a few 1eams from cach house, and sold to the
wholesale dealers, hience the considerable variations in the
quality, which it is impossible to avoid in a paper pro-
duced by such a variety of hands. The uses to which the
Japanese put paper ate vatous o the extreme  Mmost
wverything that is pol subjected Lo any sevele usage is
mantifactmed ftom paper prepated by several chemical
wrocesses, many of  which  ate  exceedingly  ingenious ~
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‘The Qualltics Bent Sulted-for the Bent Purposen are:

THE EXHIBITION PRIZE SEALING WAX L &

THE PRIZE MEDAL INDIA WAX
THE BANK OF ENGLAND WAX

THE ROYAL SCARLET SEALING WAX

BANKER'S SPECIE WAX
THE LEGAL SEALING WAX

To-be had

through all
First-class
Stationers.
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George Waterston & Sons

LONDON, 38 St. Bride St., E.C.

Works at EGINBURGH.
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