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iuuiting on this mensure, 1 sb'all dispense with the political side of th,
question, In my opinion it is not a party matter, for on both sides cj
the. Ilousie it lias ils opponents as wvell as ils supporters.

Let um conAider the. O.T.A. and the. Medical Profession. In so doine
1 shal [cave out of coisideration the. time-worn discussion as, to thi
i-fioiency of aleohiol in the treatment of disease, and hlai simply conside
the. relation of our Profession to the, enforcing of tlie Act. Wliat w
reseut most about the, wliole situation is the. fact tha± we have been inad
the o&flial Barkeepers of the. Province. This is neither fair 10 us nor jus
to the cause. Il la most certainly truc that the Doctor must have thi
rigit to prese4,ribe for his patients whlatever is necessary for heir treai
ment,andhe must bcthe judg of what isnecessary. In cases in whiel
the. Doctor lioneatly considers alcohol a remedy for the disease in qixcu
tion, he ispermltted by thielaw to prescribe it. So far thiecondition i
m thou1d be. But, wlien awell man, wlolias used alcohol all his lif<
wixheu to procure it, h. loo muat appeal to a Doctor, and 1h. latter, i
fulfiluing th. law, must refuse. This attaches an indignity to lhe Prc
femiou which few of usfail to resent.

Then, too, the. forin for an order o! alcohol requires a statement o
th<e alment for whieh it la prescrihed. This demands a breacli of pr<j
fe4ional eonfidence, and, undoubtedly, leada to, some ratier evasiv

auwr.One inay cite cases, o! cancer, for instance, in whicli, if thi
infrmaionwere made. public, il would lie prejudicil to th. interests 0

the. patient. Aitogether il is a most iniquitous condition.
The prescribing of alcohol la largdly a personal malter. The. use o

it before the Act camea lint force was entirely aI the. diseretioxi o! th
iiidrndual. The. cases tiaI requir. alcohol are comparatively few, a ve
san proportion o! the total o! any practice, so we are brouglil face *À
face with a condition in whieh the5 personal equalion la larg.ly uppe
mout. Take the number of doctors in practice in Toronto, anti see iqu
tlimi wor,*s out. I have lier, a letter freux the Licens. B~oard abiowing tii,
reportb of Lwo Toronto Dipnasdiiring the month of August, 1919
and giving the. following as a repreenatve liat:

10 prescriptions andi indter............1,015 Doctoms
Ji to 25 prescriptions..................... 181
26 to 5 0t .............. 9 2

51 tlOO0 4 .................. 41
101to 150 et......... .... 51 «


