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HOYDROCELE L A FEMALE.

BY F. P. BENNETT, M.D., DANBURY, CONN.
Iydrocelo i fomales 1s ot such rare vecurrence that most
authors un ryagery fad vvon W maks mention of it, and many
physicians claim that st nover osists, and in an eatensivo prac-
tice of over forty years but vno singly case has como under my
observation.  This case vevarred recently i a young married
femalo residing in Lutnam county, and was mistahen by a sur-
geon uf sume vt lur & Caso ol winal herma, who endea.
vored to reducy it bub Ehing to du so, pronounced it adherent
and irredacible, and .ul\uml to fut 1t alone.  That such a mus.
take shoull have beon made 1s nut ab all surprising, asit wasa
hydrocele of the ruand higamont cuming down through the
inguinal caval, aud occupying exactly the place of mgunal
hernia, and closoly resumbling vne.  She subsequently camo
under my caro, aml apon inquay b learned that about tive years
since o suall tamor had mado 1s appearance, which had slmvly
and steaddy increased in mze anul it had attaned ts present
size, which was abuut as large as a turkoy 3 egr. Tt had not
been painful, was nut altended wath abdomual disturbance, had
never reeeded when decumbent, aud gave to the touch a feching
of fluid conteuts, instead of the doughy feol of hernia, and]
thereforo thought that, whatever it might be, it was not hornia;
and upun a doser iuspuction I disguosed hydrocele of the rovod
ligameont, althuugh it was sut disphonous. Sy sure was T of s
wrreet dlagnosiy, that Tat i propused an vporaton, v which
she readily cunsented, and with the a1 of a profecsonal brother,
who cvincided with mo i my dinguoms, | provecded tu cantiously
lay opor the sa, when wo fuund o vur great rausfaction that
we had not blundered it vur opaion. The serous contonts of
the sac having been ovacuated, 1 injected it with a saturated
tincture of fodine, and rhe speedily recos ered, without thy super
vention of a single unpleasant symptom. The caso is ouly
important fron its ranity, and the fact that moust physicans aro
not aware that ll_)‘druuh. can or ever dves, veeur in tho femalo;
and my object in writing this article is not to record any
romarkable achiovement in surgery, but to call tho attention of
physicians to this subject, and theroby provent misiakes which
might bo autended with disastrous results.—Medicas Record.




