
GRAiNT: SLEELPING S1OKNESS.9G3

and drowsiness gradually lapses into coma, the patient passing, awvay in
a state of complete insen:>ibilit3,. In chronic cases the symiptomns are
sloiver in developnent, but usually eventuate in a lilze fatal issue.

Sornetirnes prcliminary symptorns of an exceedingrly sligrht character
igh-lt be in progrcss for years, and in fa5t so feebly defincd as to be

almost sublatent, until very gradually the syniptorns deepcncd iii in-
tensity, wheri the gait, speech, and food supply, entirely changcd fromi
the naormal condition, are gradually followved by profound cor-na and
dr-ath. It k, now generaily accepted that this disease is caused by the
entrance into the blood of a minute protozoal parasite-the trypanosomna
Gambiense, first described by Dr. Dutton, wvho, while searching out this
disease, lost bis life on the West Coast of Africa. In South Africa there
is a disease Icnown anion-, cattie and other domestic animais, caused by
the trypanosonia Brucei, and conveyed by and communicated fromn sick
to healthy animais, by a biting fly, the Giosina morsitans. 'fic idea
followed tha t sleeping sickness might be produced in a like manner f rom
a biting fly. "Large collections of these biting, flics wvere made wvith
thc remnarkable resuit that the distribution of sleeping sicknless and of
a bitingr fly, the Glossina pa]palis, corresponded exactly wvitlî ecd other."
Col. David Bruce, R7,A.M\,.C., F.R.S., addressed the meeting of the
British Association on this subjcct during the recent meeting ini South
Africa, and broughit to Ji-git niany intcresting facts, in this line of re-
search which cannot fail to be of great service.

Sleeping sickncss is not contagious, and, iii fact, is only considcrcd
infcctious in a limited sense. The discase is gertcrally belicvcd to be
fatal, but in a fcw cases recoveries are vouched for.

Dr. Todd, of McGill University, rccentiy returned frorn West
Africa, hiaving extcnded his observations over 2,000 Miles of the F ree
State, fromn the mouth of the Congo. He favors thc idea fluai ncarly ail]
general glandular enlargements, without evident cause, such as syphilis
or tuberculosis, arc cases of trypaniosomiasis. Thc palpation of these
enil.-rg<cd glands in tic posterior triangle of tlie neck is considered suf-
icient evidence of the discase. The juice of enlargcd glands recrnoved

by the hypoderiei needie is unfai]ingr, as to thc production of trypano-
somes, even whien not found in thc blood. Dr. Todd considers thc sîcpi-
ncss ratlier as a terminal signi and flot nccessarily an unfa-iling< synmptom
of the disease.

Information lias just been rceýived (Britisli Mledical journal, 'May
i, i906) iluat onc of tic comnîissioncrs sent out to Ugrand a, in 1904

by thc Royal Society of England, to investigate the sleeping sickncss,
lias been :nfected with tie parasites belicvcd to produce thc discase.
Two officers of tic Royal Arny Medical Corps, Lieut. Grav and Licut.
Forbes Tulloci, wcerc tic commission. List ? tci an officiai telegrani


