
ELIMINATION 0F PERITONEAL INFECTION AND PREVEN-
TIO-N 0F SURGICAL PERITONITIS *

FO. the past six years the wiriter lias been interestel in the fuinctions
and aniatoiny of the iperitoneunm. Iii 1896 lie took radical grotind.

gantabdominal drainage in mnany cases in which it was then
used. Ile strongly havored thorough. irrigations of the abdomninal cavity
at the conmpletion of an abdominal1 operation to reinove as far a-s possible
all debris, Iiaod and infectiaus inatter, and thon leaviugc a cansiderable
quantity of salt solution in the peritoneal cavity ta dissentinate and
proînate rapid absorp)tioni.

Soin e epochi-inaking work on th ie anatomy, physiology, and pathology
of the peritoncurn is reviewed. He next cansiders iu greater detaila
inost interesting, research. on the action af streptococci upoii the penta-
neuni, whichi lie' uses in sustaining his position concerning the -natural
perito neal. îîethod af drainagre.

fie q notes Walgi-een at lengtli ta sho-w thiat althougli there is at tirst
an increase in leucoc -ytes, after six ta eiglit houi s they inarkedly decrease,
grivîng fuer sw'ay ta the infection af the l)eritoiieum. Cansequently, by
distributing the saine amaunt, af infection over a large area af peritanien,
the early increase of leucocyte can do gireater damiage ta the infection.

In 1896 thc wiriter advocated leaviug a littie sait solution iii the
peritoneal cavity at the completion af the abdoîmial operatian, and thon.-I
lifting'c the faot af the patient's bcd for twenty-four hours withi a view
afiha-steningr absorption. Nowv, five years later, lie conclIudes that the
postural position is unniecessary, as absorption is aliiiost as rapid iii the
prone position, and t1ie chiurning, of the- intestines in th saline fluid
facilitates tic distribution or, théc debris andi enables the intestines and
orneituin ta iloat out inta thieir normal position.

Withiout qualification lie says that the routine use of normal sait
solution iin thc penitaneal cavity is xnat only free f roin danger, but is of
the greaxtest vaIue as a life-saving mneasure and as a prophyLactie against
general. or local peritanitis.

fie and bis assistant have carnied ont a series af experimients ta
conirmn ?uscatello's conclusions cancerning the transportation (if sm ail
granules froin the peritoneal cn.vity. For the purpose carmine, india inlc,
and ultrainarine granules were used, and witliin a very fewv hours tIc
foreigu bodies w'ere foiind generally distributed. thi-oughout, the organs
of theè body in the folloingù order: in the lungs, then in the liver,
spleen ýand (gastro-intestinal tract, then îr. the kidneys, and finally in the
bone-mnarrow, the Iyiphi glands, and dependent parts of the body.

The investi gations were conducted with a view~ of discovering, thc
ultimiatr- distribution af these foreign bodies, for it, was believed that, the
fate of miciro-arganisins under siunilar conditions miust be analagous.
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