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On' account of our present very xmperfect knowledge of -the.
details of early embryonal gi owth, we can only deal in supp031-
tions such as these. The main pomt is that the essential ¢ cause of
the crrowth of tumors is an error or xrrerrularxty in the embr- yonic
construction. Positive proof of this is, in the nature of things,
not forthcoming, but a' whole series of facts may be brought
forward in its favor. - Thus, for example, the hereditary nature
of many growths——-carcmoma, osteoma, hpoma, &e., which have
appeared in several generatlons in the same famﬂy, and more
frequently mhemted from the mother than the father. Cases are
_on record of the tumor being confined to one organ—as the’
breast—-—vhrou"h several genet ations, or not to a deﬁmte Iovahty,
‘bub to' a histological system, so that in several ‘successive
genératiens one member of the family has had an enchondroma
of the pelvw, another of the ‘humerus, a third of the femur, &e.
'l‘hls view is further- supported by the congenital appearance of
“tumors. The teratoma are very fr equently congenital, and other
forms are by no means rare, such as fatty and fibroid tumors,
and enchondromas, earcinomas and adenomas have also been
met with. " It is not, however, in the majority of cases the tumor
which is congenital, but the pred1spos1t10n ‘thereto—. e., - there -
exists a- superﬁuous mass of cells out of which a new g1 owth.
can.develop. We do not know what it is which gives the impulse
- fo these. germs, causing them to increase and multlply ;.nor do -
‘we. know why their development is checked or 1esmamed
'Perhaps it is the resistance of the normal tissues, and this may
afford an explanatmn of those cases in which a growth has
followed an injury, which may be supposed to h:we weakened
_the physiological resistance of the surrounding tissues. ‘
Tt is a well known fact that certain epithelial tumors, can-
croids and carcinomas, have a special preference for the
orifices of the body, the lips and tongue, alee of nose, eyelids,
prepuce, glans and rectum ; also, very frequently the external
os uteri, and in the cesophagus the spot corresponding to the
fork of the bronchi. The existence of these predilection spots
has been urged strongly in favor of the part played by mechan-
ical insult in the etiology of tumors, but if this were the case,



