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ten-only previous to admission, an opening formed on the outer side, of

-the joint, just above the patella, and in this state I first saw him.

Upon .examination the joint was found to be very .much swollen, and

infiamed, and excessively tender .to the touch, so much so, that I wase

obliged to place him under the influence of ether, before I could satisfac-

torily ascertain the amount of disease. After doing so, and passing in a

probe, I found that the instrument readily passed into the joint, through

"the external opening, and came in contact with roughened bone. There

Was at this time a very considerable discharge of tolerably healthy look-

ing pus from the opening. His general condition was far from good, he
had a good deal of hectie, pulse wiry, irritable and between 90 and 100,

with frequent~night sweats. ie also rested very badly at night and his

appetite was very poor.
Treatment.-He was ordered complete rest, the limb to be placed ia

,a guttered tin splint, with a poultice applied to the joint. Also ordered<
beaf tea; quinine and iron, porter, and an anodyne at bedtime.

March 24.-Patient has been steadily inproving under the above, he

has very little pain in the-joint, except when it is disturbed, sleeps well,
* bas a very good appetite, and will allow the probe.to be used without the;

.:llse ofether. To-day, after a consultation had been held it was decided,

to resect the joint, with the hopes of giving.him a useful limb. He was

accordingly placed under the full influence of ether, and an incision of a

semi-lunar form was made from a point opposite the middle of the inter-

al condyle:ofthe femur, carried below the patelila, to a correspond-

ing point on the, opposite side. The flap was then dissected up-

and the joint opened> when it was found that the rigit condyle of the

femur, aid also the corresponding one of the tibia, were entirely denuded

of cartilage and:synovial membrane, as was also the entire articulating sur-,

faceof tlie patella. The crucial ligaments of the joint were also complete-

ly destroyed. The tissues.around the joint were than 'carefully', disseot-

ed up, andthe whole of the diseased bone of both femur, and tibia, as

~gell as the entire patella, was removed, :the section c- the bones, being'

caried at right angles to their long axis, so as to bring the leg ass nea

strai¼ht aspossible.ý Only one small artery in the ipper flap required

any attention; after which the bones were placed. in apposition, andt

sdges of, the wound brought ,together accurately by means of silver Wre

sutures and adhesive straps, leaving a small opening at either side for 

a of.any matterthat might accumulate. The limb was then placed

a guttered tin spiint, nicely padded;andmade to:fit. the leg, aving

doors one on either sideof the joint, to let down se that it could be i

speted, and dressings applied; withoutdisturbing the limb. HIe3!I


