
378 PHYSICAL CHARACTERJSTICS 0F THE

th e diverse ancient Britishi forms : another opinion specially inaintained
by Dr. J. Barnard Davis, is, that the brachycephalie bead of the
barrows is the true Celtie skiill-form, and that ail others, flot Anglo-
Saxoni,-including< even the Kumbecephialie crania of the megalithie
tornbs,-are more exceptional deviations, or -%hlat lie styles "aberrant
forais." A third. hypothesis may bo started, which would receive
confirmation frorn the opinions advocated by one class of ethnologis
ou1 philological grounds, that the Cymri and the Gaels are two essen-
tiallv distinct races ;* in whîchi case the two vcry diverse forais of
boend mîiv be plîvsical tests of the t'vo races. A fourth, idea cannot
be overlooked, lu reference to some points discnssed in subsequent
pages, that tl)o Iead of the Gaul and the Britishi Ceit may have under-
gone modifications in the course of time, wholly apart frora any
admixture ivith other races. One other opinion, in special favour
amnong certain purely philological ethnologists, need flot be discussedl
here, viz.: thiat craniology is valueless for ethnical classification.

Looking meanwhile to the osteological evidence derived from the
Britishi Islands, this rnuch appears to, be established, that at some re-
moto 1)eriod, lying beyond the earliest gliaipses of any definiite
British llistory, the Kumbecephalie, or long- headed race, occnpied
Britain in sncb, iumbers as to be capable of the combined labour re-
quired in the construction of vast ehambered cairns and harrows.
These sepuichires 1 cannot doubt are the inausolea of a royal or privi-
ledged class, and flot common receptacles of the dead. They ex-
hibit the Iaborious but unskilled architecture of a megalithie era,
lavislied ungrudgingly on the sepulchires of the honoured dead. The
only works of art foiid in theai, or at least appearing strictly to
belong to their original contents, are boue and flint implements, and
rude pottery. This race, as appears from some of the craria re-
covered fromn the megalithi, chambers, ivas flot altogether ignorant,
at some period of its preseuce iu Britain, of another, cbaracterised by
an esseatially différent forai of liead. The circuaistances under which
the latter have been met ivitli seem to justify the opinion that this
Brachycephialie race occupied a servile relation to the otiier. When,
however, we pass :Jinto a Inter, but still prehistoric era, the long--h eadedl
race disappears; and the simple earth-barrow and small cist charac-
teristie of the latter race, reveal fCiruost exclusively the brachvcephalic
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