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From the Mining and Metallurgical Report.
CUMBERLAND COAL FIELD.

This is the most westerly of the conl fields in the
Province ot Nova Scotia. It is situated in Cumber-
land county, its western extremity being bounded by
Chignecto bay, which is the north western arm of the
Bay of Fundy. In this field there are two coal pro-
ducing, areas, known as the Joggins, or Northern area,
and the Springhill or Southern area, being seperated
by about fifteen miles of intervening country. The
total area ot this basin is about 350 square wiles.

On the northern side, in the Joggins arca, the fol-
lowing seams of workable size are known: At Joggins
mine, two seams, res sctively 4 feet and 6 feet in
thickness; at River Hebert, one seam 5 feet in thick-
ness, with two shale partings; at Maccan, two seams,
the upper 2} feet and the lower 4 1.2 feet in thick-
ness; at Chignecto, a seam 9 1-2 feet in thickness, of
which 2 1.2 feet are shale partings; at the Styles mine,
the eastern extremity of the Joggins area one seam 7
8 inchs in thickness, The dip of these seams is 17 de-
grees southerly at the Joggins mine, but gradually in-
creasing as it goes eastward, to 45 degrees ut Macean.

The Cumberiand Railway and Coal Co.

This Company holds under lease from the Crown,
82 sq, miles in Cumberland county, and 10 sq. miles
in Cape Breton county. The Cumberland Co, areas
are considered the most valuable in the district

Three seams of ccal are mined at Springhill, as fol-
lows; north, 11 feet thick; east, 11 feet thick; west,
10ft. Gin. thick. The north is the overlying seam, and
is separated from the east seam by 800 feet of inter-
vening strata, The east or middle veam, is separated
from the west by 100 feet of intervening strata. These
seams have practically the same strike, but the dip
varies from 20 to 80 degrees.

Much prospecting work has been eacried on here,
and it is known that several other good workable
seams exist. The coal is specially adapted for steam
[nrposes. and an excellent coke has been made in bee-

ive ovens at Londonderry, Nova Scotia, from a mix-
ware of Springhill and Pictou coals.

The following is Tivsn by Dr. Gilpin as & general

analysis of Springhill coal :—
Vol. comb. matter. 286567,
Fixed carbon. 6278
Moisture . 366
Sulpi;;;- 26

Theo. evap. power.

Pictou Coal Field.
The Pictou County coal field has an area of about
fifty square miles, and although small it is of consider-
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able guological interest. There are sixteen known
seams, from 3 feet to 45 feet in thickness. Heavy
faults cut up the district, and New Glasgow conglom=
erate, of & somewhat disputed age, separates it from
the upper Carboniferous measures, in which no seam
of workable thickness is known. It is one ot the old-
est wines worked in the Province, being part of the
Duke of York's concessions.  The nearest water ship-
ments are those at Pictou harbour, about ten or fifteen
miles distant from the mines. The coal is very large-
Iy used for steam purposes, and the manufacture of

iron. It also furnishes an excellent coke, both from
by-product and beehive ovens. The tollowing collier=
jes are ineluded in this district; the Vale eulliery,

Thorburn; the Nova Scotia Steel and Joul Company'’s
areas, Thorburn, the Acadia Coal Company's areas,
Stellarton; and the Interenioninl Coal Mining Com-
pany, Westville, The Intercolonial railway runs
through the areas of the last named companies and
connects them with the seaport. The kastern fields
are connected with tte lntercolonial railway by the
Vale Colliery railway, six miies in length, owned and
operated by the Acadia Conl Company, As & matter
of historical interest it may be mentioned that the first
railway in British North America was built to con-
nect these mines with the seaport, cars buingr hauled
by ihe old locomotive Sampson, built by Timothy
Hackworth in 1832, The Acadia Coal Co. was form-
ed to acquire and work coal areas in Pictou county
and olsewhere, in the Province of Nova Scotia. It
controls sixteen square wiles, held under lease from
the Nova Seotin Government, subject to a royalty of
ten cents per ton of coal mined.

The Intercolonial Company's property contains 7
8q. miles of coal areas, upon which is the Drummon
colliery at Westville, in Picton Co. Nova Scotia,

The main and second seawms are worked, the thirl
and forth being intact. The second sean is only in
process of being opened up, snd the following notes
refer to the main seam alone; which is worked by
slopes, size 12 ft x 8 ft., having an average dip of 16
degrecs, and a length of 7,200 feet. The coal is good
for steam, and household parposes, and makes excel-
lent coke,

No. 1 slope is used exclusively for hoisting coal
No. 2 for hoisting second seam coal, lowering end rais.
ing men, also for d pping down timb U
ete.

Mode of vorkinq,'—-'l‘ha seam is worked on the
longwall system; eac lift is 450 feet; the levels are -
south east and north-west 20 degrees; the dip is 24 de-

on the north and 19 on the south side ; counter
planes are driven evel 300 to 400 ft.
main levels of every lift are d ven out to the extreme




