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Il blool andi tliund(er" Itories, as thcy are .,otiietinie.- callcd.
Stories that aro lieraldeti by litige hautibilIs, wvith îueîîstro us
wood Clct, dimgracing innocent fen1ces andi trees iii country vil-
lages t ii r' vr huuiliating to he ansuredl that thsc finid nu-
tuerous readers.

Stepprng a little higlier, tlîottgh stili a guodt way underground,
irve corne to mîothei clnss of stories that inale greit pretensiona
to rcspectability, sent rarth ta the world in papci' and inagazinies,
tlint denînui réeeogîition of scholarly and %vell roand people, andi
sôîietinmesqctir,, their elaint.

lit addition tr flic works alrendy n:înîcd, tlîcîe i., n soinewliat
nuliierouq clnss, puit forth by wcll ineaîîing persoulz, itot positively
iinjurioti.ç, but negatively se: ilot poisolions, but iimuitritiott-.

Tiî plague is becarnug morc andi more aiarîuiîîg the degeil-
erâte press i, more prolifie tlîau ever. Its isî cone up intû
flic knentling trouglis andi thc ovens, ai pollutte the air with thecir
stetich. If ail this ou~ f useless natter, to.-etlîer with the
iorSe than usele&c, wvere callecteti to,,ethier andi siionit reccive
its deserts, whnt a bomîfire tlîcrc weîîld k'.

Wlîen it is reineînbered thant the losigest life andiftie a,îplest
leisture, andi the kcenest vigor of intellect are stflcient, only ta
iuaster a fer of' the really great ivrks. andl when it is renient-
bereti how illcagre tlic aiotuielit of' tinie, iii ease otf nîost people.,
g'ivcn to mental culture, t wecîns aîiîuast a crime to devote se
mny precioaus heurs te trash.

A .sîrvey of titis subject is calculateti ta give little satisfaction
te thinkzing pesn. Tlat a people te wlîoni are nccessiblqý the
-test treasuires af thae ]Entglisli language, shonl'l rcject its pearis
andi gohi, for i'v-t.:idc pebbles, is lîuîiliating. mie question to
Irlait extent, andi frein îvhat saurce, ive ny expcct a reînedy 18
onc that. Nili awaken serions tiîeuglt in the intis otf aIl vho
really dle-ire the eduicatian ofiftic muasses. Few mlore important
practical questions iiict earne.3t educators andi deinand, a solu-
tion thanis ,la ta cecure to aur people ai hiealthy litcrary
tastc ?

0f c'n~,iria.tever is donc înîîst have reference inainly te tlic
future. The habits nlrendy formiet wîll not ho likely ta yiold te
efforts madie te uproot; themn. The fieldi of liapeful labar is
ainong, eilidren and yeuth :andi, ivhen ive reniemnber that this
vitiateti taste is anli unnatural eue, like flic triste for tobacro, that
nature is i the -ie af reforin, there is renson ta hope that car-
est efforts with the young xnay bc, te soine degree, successful.
Ail proper mucasures te .secîmre te the vomi- a geot ihterary taste,
and te mnake theni nequainted i itit the %vcalth of' E 1glish
literattire, shaîmiti be hcartily cudorseti by tile frientis of pepullar
education. E

A WASTED GIFT1.

1 1111S world wanuld be highiy eduicateti, if the niorbiti cutrieiti-
Nitslîi leais, aiie(n ta devour the Meails ai every siîockng andi

ai~utî«:ffair. %vere. instcad, a healthy appetite for that knowl-
eîlgc which cularges the inid and iinîpraves the understancling.
la cvery neiiborhoecl arc people wvitli an insatiable thirst for
ail thiat. is unprafitable, and espccially if it tend towards inide-
cency, who yet have ne interest for the niost cutious doails oi
Scielitifie diseovcry, or the Iatest result of phtilosophie theuglit.
Thcy are past mnasters i petty gossip vith a teucli of scandai in
it; and can bring doivn a reputatian nt a hîuiidrcd yards, with
eue shot of their rifleti thraats, like the Jactalatar fisli that niakes
a sqliirt glui eof its niontli ta shoot its prey freont the bushes over
the brook.

W'c rcaduly calt ta inid inany excellent citizens, andi prospec-
tiv-e citizens ai the nte% franchise, who are deeply crtidite in the
catdre range ai uMl. knowlctige, iiaving the most iii-
exhastible funti of patience iii *worthlcss inquiries. By Ion-,
habit, they ac,1 nire a surprizing ingenuity in supplcrncnting
scamîty fiacts %with aumple iîîterprctatien, and, intieed, tticir happy
guezses are emîeugh ta Initie tlic fortune oi a naturalist. Thcy
trac], a faint clue irith sucît fatal fteihity, ta, the Iurking filet.
Agassiz wins great credit for skill in interprcting the signifi-
cilice et'a sIielI, a bane, a1 scale, or the rude fra gment of a fassi!
lobster. Out of the Icit-lîzut corner ai onc caudal "lflipper,"

transfurini luto rock nIon' timese tliotî:sand(s of yen..4, lie wviil
biid yent uip by the nliere fore of lui suggestive iinaýgin:ttion.
the hutigcst crustaceami that ever escapeti boilimg hy living ages
before lobster pets; and isiierinen were inicîted. Front a single'
scale af an entinct species, lie Nvill restore tite whioic fisli, iit au

accay tlint eeudescenduiig îiaturo decliies ta ituprove tlpom,
wlîcn site surreutiers the entire fossil frein another bed.

It i-s p)reciscly tliis actuteness ai tlîe imiaginative faeulty. ailicul
to great kcenîess of observation, that lias matie blm the inaster
thint lie izs lu the scieutifie ivorld.

But ire iavc .- leariledai es -%ives in this very Statc et
l'diode Islanid, îî'lo îîill pull eut a ruystery fronti its hole, by a
sumlier tip) of' its p)ratrtiding caudal terumins, tliei Agrass iz crer
tIre.iiiicti ai stiatehitig at. Ouly the îulystery wiit be soune utter!y
wortlile.qs circunustailce, tîat; cati iîirnish noc iiîcat fer tlîe liglit'
est mental digestion.

I ilive seen one of these sharp students ot' fle U±,eless detect,
the visit et' a stranger at a house ftilly tîva miles away, ivith thae
builti of tile wagon, tle color af tlîe horse, anîd a shircud dasi at;
the very 42rrauti on NIcli li ni cone; andi yet tliere ivas but a

sqare roti of groind front wliieh the preomises wcere visible. It
(ls ouc h)y sharp) seeing andi sînart guezsiîig, and a Ioîîg habit of'

vcri'yimî conjettures lay actual en(ituiriv:s. i(ld -lie saiue skili,
vwith ne more miental pawver. !)oeil ttiincd te tiiiisiii, tlie se',rci.'
est habits ar szoine hitherto "lcyhg"or ta the itieauiiiîg ai
tlîe obscîirest af Fraucntliot'cr's liues ini tlie soair spectruin, the'
dommin ofscienice îî'oîld ]lave letn ettlarget by aceres.* So îvitli
the average rentiers afic hiie ics isiues offtie poptilar press,
irise andi otherwise, you wvill notice Nvitlî wlat; headlong gravi-
tatiomi tlîev min to the nîalariouis swamnps of scandai, thie footilew;
sean of Bhllew fictian, andt the tlîin froth of fâiectia, tlîat is blowzî
about the shores of' more soliti inatter. They feeti largly-on
winid-only ta become morte lollowr, like a rîîlbcr bag, imite
îvhici ste aorc vait blow the greater is its cînptiucss. lhoi-
sands 'who liave io tiinc 'for Tryndall or Lockyer, are assqidtotis
Ilibblers at ait eîapt.y Cabb, anti fili theiselves to depletien wvitl
Stetirday Vi, andi tîme NZeî Yorl, Wleeddy, or otîter trasli ton
vile te nan.%Ati yet, 1 kniow .i "'ail ial, il, the absecc ot'
botter' guides, learmiet tua whiole 'tlieory andi application af the
sýpctroscop)e, freint tlîe lucre tlust anti drift; of ktioiwhctlgc, cauglit
liu the crcvices of tîme daily new'spatper; andi that, tee, iii spite- of
the ridieuilous bîtîmîders affi tiusciemîtitle oflice boy, iviie is leit
te set %il sucli iiipor.'nt initter ?

A. curiosmty tlîat sccks the worthless will fint ir ample ficeti for
its forziging ; but, eî'ei tîtat pasturc, a curiositir tlîat lùoIks
oui-i foi' vhtat k' eiifviig ni valuable. Nvill sec Pâîich ta kecp)
avake. if' nat ta satisy, its appetitc. On1 sotie chalice accasimi,
yoit Nvil astoitish your neiglihr Nvitlî the numuber et'geeti tlîiigs»
yotî hanve picl:ct 11p, nt atititinies, fronm lis Il Led éger," tiiih lie
has chleated ilmiglît amiti Stiday iii devatiomi ta 'its astonaslung nr-
ratives, whlere tile nmore lie rends the less lie knows.

Mintts have thecir cctive aitinities, ne less thi chcnîiieils,a,îtiý
draîî' ta tlinsclvcs the elemnents tîmat buili tmp thieir structure.
As ditierent uial~ts fluti difl'creut fooatin the sanie pasture, di-
versec natures -et vrlmat tliey ivant front the saine field, andi ignore
the rest.

-Cite ass is faibleti to regale humuiscif an thistles front stupîid
preicrence, amîd yau mnay sce, lu fuet, on any colti day, the city
goats fecdiiig luxtiriously tipon broîva paper andi rags, on aid ash-
heaps, disputimg a dinner witli thîcir bipeti brother oi the haak
anti bag. Butvlem ai t ill-fed fraterairy inake snch, innuitri-
ciatîs ý,electiolis as do tlîe viciais af vulgar euriosity. The-
thistic is tinbroii.a nti flic ass un epicure, strcct garbaze a lu%-
lrn-, and the gaat a gourmnand, comnparcd vrith the feeti amîd feas-
ters, arnong the moral rags and filth ai the prss andti lc îillnýc
gossip) shapiD, bc they, stores or bar-rommîs. The .4cavenger liu-
stimmet is s0 %vide ielv escape it îvheily. A Stor3' tliat outrage$
djccmîcy anti defaines vii tue, lias no rival in interest l)u- tlîe saine
thing witli a murder attaclinent. Mca iii give a dollar for the
paper tlimtreck's %vith it, i-lie ivauhi not give a penny for flmc Iast
esqsay ai Emnerson, ar lecture of Tyndall.

The lit tlo follies that coulé! be tiraNwm piecerneal tiîrough a key-
hale hy the lîaek ai thme mioral scavengem', have hlglier attractions
te tte popmlar fancy thiti if timey lay ivide opecn ta uni-ersal, ob-
servation, ard jmîst lu proportion as a secret is utterly witliout
value to any uid, is it preciaus te tIme iinti of vulgar curiosity.

Cotilt some subtle cliemist ai the brain finti out the mmissing

ingredieat,-phosphoris, or nitrogen, or imipalpable elîlorimie,
thmat cotild transfarmu titis idle iaculty into genuine love of L-now-
ledge, lie wotild set such Ila pom'er at worf- iu the rmalin of fact,
thiat, irere nature less tlian iiinite, sue ivault go into bankruptey
far want of nicans ta lmanor its drafts. Tfie Y~renîi savant %vlio
proposes te inakze philosophera of idiots, by iiijecting phiospiiorie
acid, inte their skulhq, shoiltitry his skill on tîmese curiotns people.
wlîa know cvcrytlîingr, but tliat whîich is worth knoNving.


