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< EDUCATIONAL, MELTINGS
- FOR OCTOBER AND.NQVEMBER,
: PU BLIC Edutationat Moetings, . da
v pequitedcby the ;8choud. Act, will
sl Aeld—c -y
. In tho School-hausp, ‘Uatamagouchy,

An the Court House, Ainbarst,
T'desday Oci 21, snne hour,
At the Cross Poads, Parrsboro?,

ot

g

on

* Saturday Oct. 25, aume hour.

i the Court House, Truro, on Moa-
d'ilf' Nov. 8, siunie hour, .
n the Cuurt tlouse, Picton, on

" Monday Nov, 17, same hour,
In the Temperance Hall New Glus-
w, on L'hursday Nov 20,same hour.,
‘I'he attendance of Cumnissioners,
Teachers, ['rustees, aml the Paublic
nerally, is respecifully yequested.—
‘T'he Clerks of the Buards of Conunis-
sioners an« Teachers will pleuse do ull
ia their power to give general notice of
the tueetings fi-r theirseveral districts.

A TEACHER'S INSTITUTE.
will bo Lield in “I'rura, commencing on
Tuesilay  Nov. 4, at9o%clock a.m.;
snd continuing till Satunduy Nov, 8,
as 12 o’cluck, noon. -

~o__Order of Exercises:for cach day :—
- ¥Teeting nt 9 a m;—lutroductory” Ad-
.. dcess , Reviews

and discussions of
elementary branches;—11 10 12 recess.
and indteuctions in agricultural cheimis-
try ;—12 10 1, Lecture on agricultural
Chemistry;—2 1-2to 4 p m, lllustea-
sion of methods, lectures and discus-
sious on the teaching of reading, wri-

~ Aing, arithmetic, graunnar and geogea-

. phy; and on achool order aud disci-

" E.lmc 3—6 ¥m, Drawing, singing, and

ack-loard exercises;—7 p wm, Lec-
wires on educationul subjetts,

Some of the ablest teachers and
educationists in the province will be
favited to aid by lecturing, illustrating
methods, &e,  Free hourd, will be pro-
vided for about 40 tenchers.

_ Asttus is the laat Ueachers® Iustitute
that can be held under the presentlaw,
and as the locality is central and easy
of access, it is hoped that a larg.s num-

ber of teackers will avail theinselves
* of this opporiunity of improvement.

J. W. DAWSON,
Supt. of Edu,

— gt

& Boards ot Commissioners are re-
spectfally reminded that the Jawauthotiace
them to Teport on the state of Fducation,
us well 38 to-send in & tabular relutn —

. ABY recomnendations made by them, in

, asference 1o the contemplated Normal

-, Scheol, the suppor: of schools of Assess-
apoat, and other greatinterests of educa-

€0, would have great weight with the

ghvenmwent 2ad legislature, and are
arefors wrgently called for at thepresent
sfiais. Amngersents o express the

_ Viswsef. the several Bords in the above

soanner, wight be made at the meeting
fr divgibation of monies in Novembee.

— & b4 v Y
‘.ASSES"SMENT FOR THE SUPPORT
.OF SCHOOLS, |
' - The.gzeat Educatianal question of the
present time is that of Assessment and
"ree Schovls, Is Nava Scotia prepared
practioal}y to recognise the great truth that
the education of the children of the whole
peuple is the anly sure basis of nativnal
: growth and prosparity,and the only pledge
j for the existance uf good sucial and paliti-
eal institutions, and for exemptivn from
Icrime and pauperism ; and consequently
that Common School Education should he
free to all and supported by 2 general tax
upon property ! If we auswer in the
ucgative, we must be prepared for failures
of industrial pursuits, want of business
skill and energy, undeveloped resources,
emigration of our most useful yoang men,
increase of crime and pauperism, unsafe
and imperfect political institutions—all of
them the natural consequences of the

] growth of an untrained native population

aud the influx of uneducated emigrants.
If on the other hand we czn answer in
the affirmative, the example of vur New
England neighbors assures us” that we
hiave decided on that which, of all haman
instrumentalitie, is the most effective in
avoiding these evils, and in working out
public happiness and greatness.

In thinking on this subject let us consi-
der:—1st, that the tax will be maderate
in amount and equitably distributed. It
would not be more, perhaps less, than the
L sum the parents now raise, and it would
be collected from all who have property,
and would consequently fall lighily on
those who now support the schools, 2dly,
It will secure the keeping open of 2 frce
school in every district,and the attendance
of nearly all the children; so thatnoeclass
would be debarred from full apportunities
Fof receiving instruction.  3dly, Tt will be
spent among the people, and in the zd-
vaneemens of onc of théir best interests.
4thly, It will benefit all classes—the poas
by giving them a chesp education for their
children, the rich by #mproving the tone
of society, and advancing ali kinds of in-
dustry. 5ihly, It will excite public inte-
reat in the achools, and mecessitate their
being kept in x constant atate of efficiency.
Gihly, It will relieve the Troftees and
more active supperters of schools from the
present difficulty of collecting the means
of support, and from the annoyance of
being unadble o obtain unien in their
maintenancs.  Tthly, It will make the
remuneration of Teachars more certain
and resp-ctable, and thereby incresss their
efficiency and wsefulness. JTn short, se-
sedament is the cheapeat and only just
mode of supporting public scheols; and it
is the oaly mode which can seeure a goed
tnaining equally to the children of all.

Many objections, however, are wged,
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like thing for persons’who sheuld educate
their own children to ask the putilic to-do
so. Butil is strely not wean tlat the
public “should cewubine its’ funds; to eda-
cate chiidren whose educhtion is & publie
benefit. Your true patper ‘spirit is that
of tho well-to-dé "ntan; whi Knows that
be is dependant for protection dad for pro-
gress, for the value of his preperty and
the comfort of his lite, on the training »f
the children of the Province, and yat
churlishly refuses 1o pay any share of tle
cost of this common benefis. ‘Fhis is the
mean selfishness of a man who will nut
cuntribute to procute a benefis for himself,
merely because he fears that it may bene-
fit others a little more than it may benefit
him. Aunother objection is, that it isw
hardship to those who have. already edu-
cated theic families. The hardship in
their case is, that assessment was not ia-
traduced eatlier, before sheir children wese
arown up ; but that it was not givesthem
no just right to object now; more.espe-
cially as they will nat be taxed except for
their property, which is still interested in
education, and as they likely have an in-
terest in the education of those wlio ase
to inherit their property. It is evident,
however, that such an objection, if listen~
ed to, would stop all. improvement wliate~
ver; and that in one generativn afier the
establishment of assessment, it must vis-
tually disappear. We are also told thay
the cuuntry ia too poorto bear assessment.
Unfurtunately, this objection generally
comes from the wealthy, who fear that
their share will be large; and we must
bear in mind that unless both individuals.
and vations, when poor, are willing o
roake sore effort and sume sacrifice for.the
improvement of their circumstances, they
must ever continue poor. It issomelimes
asked, why has not the conntry availed
iwelf of the facilities for assessment ia
the present law?  ‘The principal reasons
are that, eveu in the districts which have
a large majerity for assessment, a trouble-
some minority deters the people fiom cas-
rying the law into force; and the waut of
a guarantee for the permanence of the as~
sessment, © uses many persons to object
that they may pay a tax now, and yes
have no secarity that the svstem will be
continued whea they themselves may re-
fquire its benefits for their childsen. Thess
reasons alene, irreapective of all others,
show that a general and permansnt mea-
sure 8 necessary 10 secure beneficial re=
.sulss..

The greater part of the objections made
proceed from timidity, ot from that ignos-
ant selfishness which cannot ace its owa
good it the good of the public.  Most of
thema are wall anawered in the extracts ia
othercolumns. One important tactshown
by thess extracts iv, that enlighteaed A~

}Wo aze told that j is 1 meas and ’pcupexJ

l:m:ricam stuibute the great prospetity of
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