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EDUCATION.

Public Education in Russia, (1)

The first school in Russia was established in 1017, at Kief, by
Viadimir the Great, for the instruction of the clerzy, and placed
under the care of the Bishop. A few years later (1U31). Jaraslafl, the
son of Viadimur, estabhished a school at Novgorod for the educa-
tion of 300 sons of the clergy and nobibty.

Previous to 1700, education in Russia was contined tothe cleray
and a few noble farmilies, and the only sem:naries for thus purpose
existed in connection with religious houses, and were tavght and
managed by the clergy. Peter the Great was the first to establish
schools to educate youth for the civil and military services ot the
empire, and by degrees a large number of scientific and Interary
mnstitutions and a well-orgamzed system of public instruction have
been cstabhshed-—-hmnc&? however wn their benefits, to the govern-
ment, to the tugher interests of sciente and hterature, and mammly
to the children of nobles and official functionanies, and the higher
class of merchants—and all based on the cardinal 1deas of Russian
policy, that ail the moral and mtellectual forces of societies must
be merged in the will of the Czar.

Peter founded the first naval sciiool, and school for engincers at
St. Petersburg, and schools m which navigation was taught at
Pskow, Novgorod, Moscow, Jaraslaw, and Wologda. The number
of the cloister schools, onginally intended for the sons of the nobi-
Iity, was increased, and the privileges of these schools were subse-
quently extended to other classes of people. In 1724, before Ins
death, Peter projected the plan of the Impenal Academy of Scien-
ces, which was opened by his successor i the following year.
Peter also invited a large number of Jestned men to teach in his
schools at St. Petersburg, and P:miculnrly to instruct Russian youth
1o take charge of schools in other parts of the Kingdom—thus n-
troducing the plan of normal instruction. By his purchases and
encouragements to professors, he founded the Muscum of Natural
History, the Muscum of Fine Ats, and the School of Mines.

(1) Abndged from Barnord s Natwneé Education s Europey and from
the Annuaire des Deux Mondes.

Tie Empiess Auna founded the first curps of Cadets, a milntary
academy for young nobles, at St. Petersburg, and forbade all pro-
motion amouny soldiess and suburdiuate officers who could not read.
She also founded schuols at Astrachan for the Calmucks, aud at
Kasau for the Tartars, and directed one of the officers of the po-
vernment tu report to Ler aunually ou the conditivie of public
instruction.

The Empress Elizabeth imposed fines on all nobles and public
functionaries who did not cducate their children at home, or in the
church, or public seminaries. She founded the University of Mos-
cow in 1753, and the Academy of Arts in 1757.

Paul I, increased the number of military schools, and educated
at the expense of the government, in these schools, the sons of the
poorer nobles. He also founded schools for the orphan children of
mlitary men, and founded an Institute in St. Petersburg for the
slons of Private soldiers and suborJinate officers in the gairisons of
the city.

Catherine 1, applied her vizorous mind to extendmng the edu-
cattonal policy of the government. Dunng her reign,and at her
suggestion, the Imperial Free Economical Society was founded in
1765, by Count Woronzow, and other noblemen, for promoting
scientific and useful kuowledge. Under the patronage of successive
emperors, it has grown up into_one of the most imponant educa-
tional 1nstitutions of Russia. It ‘has established an agriculiural
school with a model farm 5 a collectron of drawings and models of
machines, tools, and implements used in every (Teparlment of la-
bour; insututed and aided experiments to perfect industrial me-
thods ; held public exhibitions of domestic industry ; sent out indi-
viduals to study the work-shops, factories, and farms of other
countries ; published a large number of useful didactic tracts on
agnculture and other occupations, and diffused a large amount ot
information on public health, &c. Catherine was instrumental 1n
founding the academy of St. Petersburg, for the cultivation of the
Russian language and literature. She projected in 1783 a system of

ublic schools of two grades, styled upper and lower—the former
or the capital of every distriet, and the latter for everv family in
every large city. In the lower schools were to be taught reading,
writing, the cateclusm, and sacred hustory ; n the upper, in addi-
tion, drawing, mathematics, the history and geography of Russia,
natural history and philosophy. amd the Latin and German jan-
guages. She commenced her system in St. Petersburg, and invited
ankevitch de Maricvo, an eminent teacher and school officer in
Austria, to supenntend the work. So successful was he, that ir
1790 the system had been introduced 1 one hundred and seventy
towns, The inspection over them was confided to the governors of
the provinces, and a regular appropriation of the provincial funds
was male towards thewr support. This empress founded the nor-
mal_Gymuaswimn, which is now the Imperiai Normal School of
St. Petersburg,-two marine schools, a scll,lool of commerce, and a
school of miues, anl several female seminaries, one of which still
bears her name at the capital.




