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ci? piety, and the sinful backslidings o?
some of its professed and genuinefricnds.
1 do not nowv refer to ail those wha have
made -in outward profession, as nany
have only had the form of religion, wiiile
they knew nothing of its power. 1 now
àpeak o? those who have generally been
received as Christians by the respective
churehes where they belonged, aithougli
their piety, in sorne instances, xnay have
heen of a doubtftul nature. There may
not have been niuch positive cvii, but
there has been an absence o? practicai
piety and a want of conforniity to Jesus.
Those churehes in the days of the apos-
tics wvho were most blameabie in de-
parting fromn scriptural doctrine, became
Inost guilty in backsiiding and immoral-
ity of practice. We find that this was
the case especially with regard to the
ehurches o? Corinth and Galatia, and we
may rest assured that the samne cause
will have the sarne effect in our owvn day.
We have reason to fear that too niucli
carnality, ilecay of piety, and worldly-
rnindedness, is making its wvay aniongst
some of the members of our churches,
who, after ail, we stili hope love the
Saviour. The best and holiest o? our
chureches wiil have their "spots and
biemishes" in the present life, but -ie
should individually pray for prosperity
o? soul, and cultivate a holy conformity
to the Son of God. Though we cannot
reacli perfection in the present state, yet
we must remember that those who say
they "labide in Christ, ought thernseives
a]so te walk even as he waiked." Cor-
ruption often creeps into the churches
o? Jesus,

5i. Bp jthe neglect ofaposiolical disci-
pine.-The proper exereise o? discipline
in our churches is a very difficuit part of
a minister's work; yet it is essential to
their peace, purity, and preservation. A
church that is not scripturaily governed
will resembie a famiiy without order, or
an ax'my -without diseipline, and be ut-
terly unfit to correct any errer, or purge
out any corruption that mnay exist
amongst its niembers. Disorderly per-
sous must be reproved, contentious per-
sons miust be silenced, error must be
ehecked, while those persons who wvili
not submit te healthfui discipline miust
be "put away from aniong us." The
precious -must be separated from the
'vile; and the members of Christ's church

nmust have no feilowship with tho un-
fruitful works of darknesg.

]3rethren, this is a day o? great energy,
activity, and zeal; let us, therefore, so
live that it may bc a day o? eminent
piety and conformity to Jesus. As hoe-
liness of heart and prosperity of soul are
connected together, se the preservation
of truth, purity, and expansive benevo-
lence in our churches, are requisite to
preserve our institutions in a healtby
and prosperous condition. While we

ai l due respect to the eminent
iearning and burning eloquence o? our
great men, let us remeniber that a fund
o? scriptural knowlcdgc, connected with
spirituaiity o? mind, purity o? hieart, and
entîre devotcdness o? soul to God, are
tlie most essentiai and most important
elements o? the ministeriai character.

1The constant prospcrity of our souls, the
enlarged benevolenc o? our churches,
and the widening influence o? our mis-
sionary operations, to a great extent,
depend upon our love o? the truth, and
individuai conformity to the Son of God.
If we cultivate piety and ]ive in the fear
o? the Lord, then our churches wil
I ook forth as the morning, fair as the
moon, clear as the sun , and," in our ag-
gressive movements at home, as well as
among the heathen abroad, 'we shall be
"as terrible as an arniy 'with banners."

.Tallina, Ireland.

BAPTISM 0F THIEOLOGICAL

STUJDENTS.
The case which we noticed o? the

baptism o? two theological students in
the Hudson River by Prof. Ogilby, has.
occasionea some discussion in the board
o? Trustees of the Episcopal Theological
Seminary and in the coluins, o? the
Churchman. Prof. M'Vicar, o? Colum-
bia Coilege, appears to have oceupied
a leading position in endcavouring,
though unsucccssuiiy, to procure a vote
o? censure on Prof. Og-ilby. The reso-
lution cventualiy -was as follows.

1Resolved, Thnt this Board and the
Seminary are not responsible for the blinis-
terini ac4: in addministering the sacranients,.
of the individual Professors of the Seminary,.
and that such acts do but express the opinions
and views of the individiuals concerned."

With the inerits o? the newspaper
controversy thience arising we will nlot
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