
THlE SOURCE OJC PLEASURE.

volume contains the bitterest expres-
sions of sorrow uttered by sone of tle
liest of! met), an(1 the Saviour Iimiiseif
teaches us, that if we wvou1d share the
happinesi of his people, we must take
op our cross and f'oIlowv 1dm. We do
not pretend to deny that the Chiristian
is the subjeet of painful feelings, and
that hie is called to the discharge of
the niost pain fuî Idties. But let tliese
sorrows be exauîined as to their na-
tutre, let theni be traced to theirorigin,
and followed out in their effecLï, and
it wilI at once be seen tlîat they spring
flot frein religioùi, but front Sin. It is
truc that the mYan who 18 altogether
destitute of religion is altogether un-
acquairited with this class of sorrows,
but the reason of' tlîis is, that he is
1blini], knowing nothing ;"-lie is
unfeeling, and tiot aware of his dan-
ger. Could lie be brought to see his
true circumstances, the pleasure in
whichli e now seems to indîîlge would
fiee frorn hlm, and he would be the
subjeet of inexpressible sorrowv. The
Christian, the man who lias embraced
the truths of the gospel, and who iq
living by faith on the Saviour, feels
hiniself yet a sinner; lie is the sub-
ject of "lan evii lieart of unbelief,
prone to depart froin the living God,"
and] this fact gives hlm pain. To op-
pose sin, and to rise above it, is the
objeet after which lie labours, and to
resist the evii inclinations of his heart,
is the cross lie lias daily to bear. Thus
we see that the sorrows of the Chris-
tian spring fromsin ; and it is the pro.
vince of religion to support hlma iii this
confiiet, to strengthen 1dmi for these
labours ; and this it does in a degree
of which the worldly inan can form
no idea. It exhibits the promises of
GTod on which the mind cani repose, t
it conduets to the throne of grace
wviere the soul derives strength irnme-i
diately fromn heaven, and it exhibit-s
the crown of victory lie shahl finally t
lvear, and tlieworld of repose in ivhich
hoe shall indulge in eternal triimplis i
in the presence of his Saviour. s

It înay lie objecte(] fartiier to the
doctrine %Ye have attpupted to priwe,
thatinany profP.3sing Christians arc
disposed to melancholy, and] appr'ar
the subjects of the (leepest sorrowv.
This stateient 1$ correct, but front
what does this nielatucholy arise ?
Perhiaps it is a constitutional, (li.sese,
-perhaps it is thc resuit. of some er-
roneous vieîvs of the truth %vlidh they
have sonîchlov or other fiibibcd,.--or
possibly it arises froin a fear that they
do not posse.3q religion :it is certain
it does flot spring froni religion itseli.
Let thie.ie personîs lie appealci] to, and
tlîey wilI be founi] to have a convic-
tion that religion alone can make thein
happy,-tîcy îvill desire its pos2es-.
sion above every otîter objeet, and it
will flot be possible by any means to
draîv tlîeir attention front it. With
ail the gloors that oppresses their
mninds, they are liappier in the pursuit
ofspiritual gond than they could be in
the world, and dii] tliey possess more
correct vieîvs of religion itself, tlîeir
enjoyment would be far superior to
wlîatit is. This is pi'oved by the lîap-
piness whieh imany o? these persons
experience when they are more en-
lightened as to, the truc nature of reli-
gion, and have tlîeir liopes cxcitei] of
an interest in the Divine favour.

But once again, an objector may ask,
if religion makes a man happy, how
15 it that so many of its professors f6r-
sake it? It is adinitted that these
persons have neyer tastcd its happi-
niess, and that because tliey bave neyer
possesscd religion. It isreligion itself,
or the experience of a riglit disposition
of lieart towards God, that makes a
rnan hîappy, and not the mere profes-
ion of it. As a man, in order to ob-

~ain respect fromn his neig libours, niay
?rofess an'acquaintance with the sci-
mecs, while le is altogether destitute,
)fa correct or cnlarged knowlie(Igc of
hem, even s0 may lie profcss religion
vithout Ioving it or enjoying any of
ts advantages. There are many per-
ons to be foî;nd w'hose cousciencees


