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leaned, on Jesus' bosomn wrote his Gospel while hie abode in Ephcsus.
He also mentions that John, the disciple of our Lord, being an xious
to, counteract the error of Cerinthus' teaching, and the false doc-
trines of the Nicolaitans, began the instruction which his Gospel
,contains. He says, too, that the Valentinians, a Gnostic: sect, made
extensive use of the Gospel of John, and wvere from that very
Gospel shown to be in error. It is quite clear that both orthodox
Christians and Gnostics of Irenxus' day accepted tlic fourth
Gospel as authentic. Clement, also, the great teachcr of Alexan-
dria, during the last decade of the century, tells us that John coin-
posed a spiritual Gospel under the influence of the Divine Spirit.
He frequently uses passages frorn the Gospels in bis " Exhortation
to the heathen," but hie mentions oniy John by ziame. Theophilus,
Bishop of Antioch, about i 8o A.D., addressed an Apology fote
Christian faith to Antolycus, consisting of three books. In the
second book he writes : " The Holy Scriptures teach us, and al
wvho were moý..ed by the Spirit, among w'homn John says, « In the
beginning wvas the WVord, and the Word was with God,' showing
that at first God wvas alone and the MW7ord in Him. Then lie saith,
<1And tlic Word wvas God. Ail things were made by Himi: and
ivithout Hlm wvas not anytbing made."" He is the first Christian
writer who, uses the naine of John in connection with a,-,% quotation
frorn the Gospel. The Ciementine Hornilies, falsely ascribcd to
Clemnent of Rome, vere written probably betwccn i 6o and i8o
A.D. The-y origTinatcd with the Ebionites, a Jewish Christian lier-
etica] sect; but, thoughi a forgery, thecir tcstiniony as to, the opinions
of that s.,cct may bc acccptcd as trustworthy,%. Until the mniddle of
thec present century it w.is contcnded by B3aur and bis followcrs
that whvlat appear to bc obvious r-efcreccs in theni to the fourth
Gospel pointed not to it but to somne earlicr source. But the dis-
covcry of a coînplctc MS. copy of the Hlomilies in I137, which w.-as
not publishced, however, until i 35î, bias set the question forcvcr at
rcst. I n the part which was formncrly walitilg-Homiily 19-Nve
have a quot-ation with a fcw trifling vcrba,ýl diffcrenccs froni the nr
rativc of the mnan boni blind :<- Our Lord aniswcr-cd to thosc who
ask-cd Hiim " s it lie w~ho biath sinncid, or bis î)arCnts, that lie was
bori id? <N itcbath this ma inn-iiý;iied or bis parcents: but that
ilhroughi hini rnigbit bc maniféstcd the powvcr of Godi wvich becais
sins of ignioraincc.Y' This wvas coniclusiive cvidecc to Hiicilgcfeld
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