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of the measzure incolisisteîrtly denied tr thîem flic mnallest sbarc of
prcia ontrol o'. et the adirisitrataîî of the departincnt. No

6iîîglc IegislIati.îîc, eve ci 1 h. îîlîîî hle colitCesstiil of titis îifl-
portaît pli icijîic, could have ili ti oit ne u fiirîier chianges, howc ver
Iieccssary, iii a systein, tire 'ery existenice ot wiiici depeseî.i on
itî tiiilirr'kcen uifurnitv thruagh.1it the wiiolc of tlie provinîces.
l'ie head of flic deparimnt, %vitt etniargcdl uiiority, îvotiid have
become more inilepciiiiuit thait evcr oi* provincial contrat, Ife
wolild, it is frrue, accorthiàg ho fil-! letter of Ille iaw, lic still siibor-
diiiatc ho flic lost-iii.ster Geticrat ; but file aiitiinrîty of the latter
%wouid have been implaired, and tihc control whci ieh is siipposed
to exerclse, virtually atî.rnduneî ini jîritîcipie, woulii sorut have bc-
coule perfectly itiusoly iii pracîicc.11

llejectiiîg finis deciîieîtt tlie plit of provinicial post-officc le-
gislatiotî, andi inîieed tee.arîiing iinperial le îsthîn as flot rèqi-i

site. ii viu of h e tar n%%ou <%i uetetl ini te Lýo:ils of file 'rca-
stiry andt Pnst-master (cieralIv fl ic imlîcîial act of tire 3rd andi
4th Victoria,-ttîe Commîiissioni wcstowvecr, far front -.atisfieul at
the state of trings whlich il fuund cxistiîg, or iircliiicd ta ]cave il
unamnetd.

Accordin g to fice Report, tire '4 leaiUîg defecl.s ) iflic teconîsti-
tution of ttre uicparlîneîrh, %vec lwo inii îiiuiber t iti' oile, Il file
want of iîiiformity inic tteprinciîiies ripon wliiclî it is cnuucted
by two Depiv Iost.olaisterï Getrerai, of co-oriinate anîd inde-
pendent arttiity ; "fic oiller, IIie absence flot only of resjîoî-
sibiiity to tire execuitive or rep)resent.ttive aiîtboritics in fthe colo-
nies, but of ail reai reçlîonsiliilty ho the heail of the depattmont in
En-land." The Meail givenî in the Report, of the liiouisanri-anil-
rife iiîcoîgnlies of practice prcvdIliîîg 1i tfli alifax as cnrnparced
wvith the Queec charge, mesl iiiiirehioiiatîiy beais out lte first
cotînt of tiîis iîîdictmeiît. Aiîi for tie seconil, il is cnoîîgh to
observe, as the Report <tocs, that te comin;s.,itriis andi iiistrrîc-
fionis of tbe Dejîuty ot-asr Getîeral, recogniizeit no local arr-
thority to whm bc iioîrtîie* hol reponrt, or froua wtîojn tiîey shouiît re-
ct'îvC inîstructions; that aliliotighli tcy ina' have soinctimes in
practice comunicahed souriewliat more %vith tile provincial airîbo-
rities titanite flic 'ory "f tie sy.Sîcin wolitui sugrest, sui commlt-
nication wvas aiways nf an irrc,îilar aiid tiisatibfaclory, character;
and their rcslponsifriiity to thcir clhici, tile IP.bt-master Geireral in
London, corîhi fot bult lie iii ctiict ncariy nrominial, their orîiiîary
proceedings not aîlmittiirg of reai siipeîîîsion by so distant an
arîthority, antI bis itecisions even tîpun larger niatters.-appeais
front andi compaiits agcitiis thcm not exccîlcîel,-frGin a sort of îreý
cessity of the case, procceiing tîpon their stateinents and su'gcs-
tions, in the main, if flot attogettier.

To remcdy this twvo-foidi def<'ci, Éliei Camiission propased, in
fle first place, Ébiat tlle whoie PoIoTieIepartment for British
Notb America shouhtl be put linter one Dc;îîity Post-masher Geito'
rai, resîdent (of course) ordiarilv at ttic seat of governiment in
Canada, witiî a sîîticiei,t staff of Plost-otl'ice Riîr'eyors titiler hua,
one of whomn siouid lie ,tationed at tlire seat of govorrament of Nova
Scotia,1 anmi airotiier ai filat of îNcwv Brunswîick i and, in the second
place, that there sbouid bo inlrodur.eîi iiito blis commnission or instruc-
tions, a clause "- rcquiring bim t to bey, in ail tliings lawfîi, tlie or-
ders of tite Governor Gcncral. as iweii as tiiose of the Lordts of the
Treasury and tire Post-inaster Geneai,"1-a clause unmer the autito-
rilty or wiîicl, the Goveri.ar Generai woiild, of course, secuire, as
Weil for lire executiv.'es of tlic other provinces as for Ibat of Canada,
ait administrative controi over tire departnient -within their respec-
.ive liiiits, which woliid sufiCC ta SîItIjeCt thre wvitale SySîcu and ils
officers, to a tiîoroiigily efficient ovessight , aýnd yet could flot pas-
sibiy clash ivitilflhnt of flt impe'rial aitliorities, or interfère. with
the geneil unifonnity of tire rule rcquired fer lire weli-warking of
tire deparîment.

The practice of remitting a suîrplus post-office rcvent;c t0 Eng-
land, is also unreservedly cotîdemi'ed. "ITitis is a point,*' çays the
Report, ci'on wvhich the purblic ivishres ]lave bec'.> sa decidediy cx-
pressed, tat we shoîtld have n hte of aîry arrangemnt froin
whici titis principle (lie giving rip any sucb suîrplus to provitîcial
lises) was excluded, being sati 3factory ta the preopîle of Britisi North
America."l

on tire other hanîl, however, tlic countcr-prajpct that lias been
entertainedl by!many, of distrilîutiîrg stîcît surpluîs betwveen file pro-.
vinces, as an item of Iheïr rcv curie, is eqîiaiiy condcîniied. The
Commissiotters coiisirlêred tuai lin attcmpt oîîgli to be made la oh-
tain froia the deparînient ally surplus whlatevér. Tue Post office,
in their view, shild sipport aisef, antd nîo more. To exhend ils
operations permanenly eyonrl ils mecans, sr) as 10 makre the de-
partînerit depeniient oit otier taxation for ils maintenance, îiîey
argure, would not bc safe ; tai keep thcm sa far witiîin ils nicans as
ta derive a revenue froua it,-in other %votids, to ievy a tax talbc
apkiied ta otiior uses of Goveameit, tîlon correspondance by
maîl.-they argue, .%ould be unwise in tue extreme.

With Ibis vieîv of flie generai position of flic dcîarlmcnt, as cca
$eif sustaining institutlion," il foiiows, of course, that titey rejected
flie project of a uniform rate of postage for ail distances. To bie
uniforua, a rate must be lowv; for notbing but a low rate can ho
levied, froua lite necesity of the case, for shuort distances. In
Great Brihain the rîniforni rate fixcd upan ivas accordingiy one
"eny. Blut there, te wlîole average cost of a sioig!e ]citer wvas

proreil, liefore flie change was niadet bc be ss titan onr firthing.
lii C,îiada, on 11.e cotitrar, , flie Commîîissioni flîttîl frtrn flie retitrns
madIe ta il, tiit the a'.era-,e cost of caci sinîgle icttr îîas (in
currency) allornt *firc pence huîifficîtuty. Tue iowîest existing rate-
complaiiied or %..itil reason, lini tro' hiîgl for sîtort tiiitatces--was
Jour pence hctflrîii. To raîse il wnîs oîlî of the liîtetion ; iitd to
taire a îîîifîîrin rate tîeioî it-on tire îîrinciîîles laid d.ovii iîy the
Comîniss;innes-îiot less so.

'Flic scate rcc.uinmeiidcd by lite Comniissioî'ers w'as the faiiow-
ii'g

Voîier 30 inileq............... .
Prom 30 tb 81) mi le., . . 4d1.'
Prom 8<> ho '200 mile,;. . . fii1
Prom 200 10 300 miles, 9 . 1. "I

Oi'er 300, . . . . . . Is "9

Ani %vill titis scale lbî'v recommended tire aîtoîlion of the
wiveglit systn, as alreauiy eshalîiislîed ait home. T'le adoption of
lte lwo chaniges tiiev regarTded as not iikeiy ta cause iny itateriai
loss of revenrue, evnfor tbe lime, aîîd as atîiost certain Mèfre long
to raise the revenue cf flite îiearhmeîît beyon<i ils former amotînt.

Ne%%spaper postaire lhey proposed, of course, ho tîring it 0 titi
generai rev'enue of te îlcirtinent-frorn wiiiciu it never orîglîl ta
have lîcen diii'rhcd! ; and thcy recominec a tîniforîn rate cf a

hcfezn currcncy on crait palier, to ttc prepaiîi or trot, attfie op-
ti o fof he parties. For otiier lîrinteti malter, tiîey proîîoseul a unti-
forua rate of a penny ant omînce ivitîtin lthe Provinces ; and if tromn
Great Britain, somte rate greatty lower litait lte !ere postage chtarge
actuîally ievied oit il.

S1111 CANAL TO NEW YORK( PROM1 11E UPPEU LAKES.

We htave much pleasire in giiing la otr reatiers hhe foliowinf;
extract froua a lelter receiveri froua a gentleman in Oswego, N.Y.,
whiose opinions aie enltied to the highest consitîcration :

Tn - -OswvEco, I3i November, 1846.
To--th, Esq.

SIR-l tak .h liberty ho, draw yoîîr attentionî t tire ratite froua
the St. Lawvrence, for itropeiters and sailing vessels of the size now
tîsed on tue Upper Lakcs, ta New York ciry. 1ieasc M-ek at the
mal), and aI a glance of rite eye the feasibility of a ship canrai 8 or
9 fcr'î deep, froin Lachine îo flic deep wvalts of Lake Chtamplain,
anti froua WVitîciall ta Troy, ivili be perceiveul by ý oit, and that io
ai a cosi witbin the reach of an incorporateci comîîary, if permiss;ioni
can bc obîained froua Canada and the Stale of Newv York, bo con-
stuîcî sîmch a îvork.

The every day îicrcasing commerce of titi West. ivili moon re-
cintre ail the avenues to rmarket tuat can possihiy bie ouiencd, froua
tire Rocky Moutains and bc3 ond . no route can compele iviti tiret
via Ilte Lakes, in safety, citea!ine' s, anrd pîromptitude. If tire pro-
iuellers can reach, Montieai and New York, freights ta botir places
%viii be cirealier titan by any oîi.er route, and Montreal, ai, a market,
%vill become the popular desi!nation of western prodmîce.

I need flot point ont t0 yoU tilai. titis work wouid sectire you a
very greal itîcome for your Canadian canais, and greatly benefit
your Province, but îîarricuhariy the City of Monireai.

Picase reflect on these irinîs, and excuse the liberty 1 have takemi
in addressing thein to you. Vr epcflyyus

C. J. B.
We fmrly agree wiliî the above, tbat aveîy possible avenue la lite

ocean froua the West will n hi e reqrîirc , and that the prescrit
mode of transit by flic Erre Canal is quite inadequale for the
business îvhich lire impetus of Engianîi's Frein-Trade paiicy wili
Mive hoi the production of agricrritîrai prouluce in the WTest. No
one wvbo bas not traveiled lhtrottgb the Western States can foru
Ilte least idea of iviat te ferfi]ity Of ils Souf and the en8ey Of
its inhiabitants are capabrle of prohuîcingq. We are of opinion,

ho w e er, tir t Ie P ortland R at -R oad, if properly constil cte i
'rpo th t' w inige princîple, wili successfuily conapete witb

the îrroposed Ship Canai froua Lachine, provided the said road
can bo connected by ineans of a Bridige across the St. Lawvrence,
with olîr Canais. The relative distanrces of each roule will Le
as foiiows (as ncarly zu possible froua recollection)

BY 'rit £RIF CANAL.
Prom Clevelanrit10 Buffl'o--------------150
Blif.ifao li Albany (Canrai>,-------------86')
Aibaîîy ta New Y orrk-,. 145
Tîvo transliipments, 362 mules by Canal, cargo 700 bris. 65

J. A1XE CHIAMPLAIN.
Clevelanud toi Welland Canal, .150

Welland C ali a ll. ' .24

Themice t0 La;chtine, . . . . ' 390
Lachino 10 St. Johîns, i.- ' - 1
St. Jolbns ho XViteliall............. 140
Whitehall ta Albanîy,............ 78
Albany ta New York................145
No trarrshipuaetit, 156 miles Ly Canal, cargo 3500 brIs. -il 915


