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dron, hie coffld not afford, to givo thom mucli schooling, so lie brouglit up
the boys in his oiyn ship undeir bis own oye from their earliest ycars. RUis

youngest sou was James, who thns ]ived at sea, amid influences of the

worst kind, at P. time 'ihen the mercantile marine of Great )3ritain w'as at

its Iowes:t moral point. When -war wvith America began the youtli

sought a career on land, in wvhidh bis love of adventure could bc gratificd.
Tbere fie scrvcd ; thero lie took part in the batties of Bunker 1111 qrd

Long Island. The close of the War of Independence set hinm looso for

otiier deeds. rectu-ning to 1 'gland, so good a sai!or and. flghter found

no difflcult.y in securirg a mlate's bertlq on one of the East India Companly's

famnous traders and passenger slips. The higli spirits Of the youth and.
his knowlcdge of navigation coînmended him to his messmates and bis
officers alikeo; but lie had not been long at Calcutta when hie found. that-

iiioney i'as to be made, as wvell as a reputation te be gained, in the local
miercantile or transport service ; for that he left thc East Indiaillai.

These wvere -,he days of the war wvith Republican France and, iith the
Mýohammiedan ally of the French, Il-yder Ali, succeeded by his son,
" Citizen" Tippoo. Thc great colonel, afterward Sir Eyre Coote, hadj
defeatcd M. Lally at Wandewasli, bad captured thie capital of Frencli
India, Pondiclierry, and lad been rewarded. by a seat in the Bengal
Couicil, wvhen the bungling soldiership of thc ]3ritisli gonerals in South

India suimmoned huîn to moût Iyder Ali, thon close te the Very walls of
'Iadras itseif. Captain Jamnes Wilson again and again rau tfie blockade
ivhichi thc French Admirai Suffrein. for a tino established on the Madras

Coast, carrying military stores and supplies to Sir Eyre Coote. lIn i 78c,
vvhen Ilyder Aà burst on flic Carnatie, Warren liastings knew that the
very existence of the East. Inidia Company was threatened, and spent Mil-
lions to wvipe ont thc disast-ers of Governor Whiitehill and Colonel ]3aillic.
Tîrice (Joute defcated lUyder -Il under iuost dfficuit circumstaîîces, and(

ail the time Captain James Wilson was rauingf along a dangerous coasut
and up little known river,; to feed lis force with thec munitions of -%var.
'Couragý,e and sicili -%ere nover more successfullY a-,pplied than by this New-
castle sailor, whose maii;iP and military adventures uxtcnded froîn Bunker
JHill to N\ega"patata in thc E ast Indies.

At last, 'Wilson's over-boldness, wlven as tîsual attenptingt to pass tllc
F"rencl fleet with military stores for Admirai IIIug(lls, who ladsen i
]lis amnmunition in a sea flgcht witl Suffrein,ý led to bis capture. _ lad
]lis men ivere carried to the French prison at eCuddalore, whmcere be found
thc crew of r.nother British ship. Life wvas tolerablo cenough. for tlic
officers tilI thc Frendch commander received an order fromn AdmiraI Suffrein
to deliver up a"Ilhis prisoners to the tyrant ilyder, who bad deliberately
purclased tlem for tlîrcc bundred thousand ru-zas, or a hundred and fifty
thousand dollars. Thie commander and lus oficers wcre indignant at the
baseness of the transaction, but they lad no alternative save obedience.
Wilson detcrmineti to save his own life. Carefully observing the ramparts


