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religious services almost beyond caleulation ; delivering from two to five
sermons a day, writing works on divinity, ccclesiastical history, biography,
as well as sermons, and expending life in an endless round of sanctified
activities. .

Charles Spurgeon wasin all essentialsa pastoral evangelist, the organizer
of the largest congregation of any denomination in the world ; the builder
of the greatest Nonconformist chapel ; the trainer of lay preachers and
ordained ministers ; the head of an aggressive work whose outreach no man
can measure ; the head pastor of a well-ordered and disciplined body of
believers ; who in one great tabernacle has preached for nearly forty years
to an average of 7500 different people each Lord’s day ; who has published
thirty-seven volumes of weekly sermons, written books and tracts by the
score, and edited a monthly magazine ; who has given sermons and ad-
dresses on countless occasions, and in the midst of opportunities for bound-
less personal aggrandizement and enrichment, has conscientiously and lib-
erally expended his income in works of charity and mercy known only to
God Himsclf. Surely no ordinary observer will dispute the similarity of
these two carcers, thus separated by a centpry. Yet there are a few con-
trasts almost as marked. Mr. Wesley was really, by his own confession,
an unconverted man until he was 35 years old ; he married at 46, and lived
so unhappily that the union was terminated by separation 32 years later.
Mr. Wesley bad a public career after his conversion extending over 53
years, dying at 88. Mr. Spurgeon was converted and baptized at 16 years
of age, was most happily married before he was of full age, and died at 58,
having had a public career of about 40 years. 'Who can tell what he might
have accomplished had he been permitted to live to be as old as Wesley,
or to add to the years of his public life thirteen more, so that he might
have enjoyed as long a term of service as Wesley subsequent to his con-
version ?

As we look at Wesley we involuntarily connect him with his posthumous
work., Charles Spurgeon’s posthumous work no man can foresee. What
a hundred years more may reveal as to the subsequent outcome of his life
of faith and consecration God alone can prophesy. Wemust wait for His-
tory to write up her scroll. One thing we already know : not even Mr.
Wesley had more unlimited control over his followers than Charles Spur-
geon has had over his disciples in the faith and the students he has sent
into the ministry. Wesley’s virtual renunciation of the Anglican Church,
first in his pro. ! against existing abuses and afterward in actually ordain-
ing preachers, and even consecrating a bishop on his own responsibility,
reminds us forcibly of Mr. Spurgeon’s determined and intrepid stand
against the current loose notions of theology, and his bold venture in
separating himself even from his own denomination for the sake of what he
believed to be the trath.

There is a curious coincidence, also, to which we have referred, in the
aasociation of the two brothers Wesley and the two brothers Spurgeon.



