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ho was admitted to the Irish bar. And, aithough excluded by his
religion fron u-he free exorcise of his ri;,)hts, although not. allowed
the legal gown, yet in a few years he had no equal among Irish
iawyers. In examiling witnesses none aspired to rival Mim, beingy
naturally possessed of t.hat tact wbich characteriseic the artful
interrogator. But, though he rose to great emilenco in the legal
fraternity, yet it was in the field of Irish polities that O'Connell's
real greatness displayed itseIf.

From the tume in whicb he entox:ed upon this work until bis
death, probably no inan received stich extravagant commendation
from bis friends and -,uch violent denuticiation frora bis enemies.
Writers of high standing in that day place before us a man filled
with inconsistency and hypoérisy. Simpie facts bring to our
view a man who sacrificed everyi-hing, even bis lufe, for bis
country's welfare. Looking hack toward that period it cannot
for a moment bo supposed that one becaîne the hero of a nation
and influenced such vast concourses of people by a conscious
impostiure.

Into the conflict, where bis great opponent wvas e.stablish1ed
customi, ho brought powers not often exceiled. As an orator he
bas had few equals. He posessed a comrnanding stature, a stately
presenç 'e, and a voice capable of modulation to any extent. It had
the irora ring in abuse, and the mnild pathos in appeal. When ho
appeared on the floor of the British flouse of Coin ions, hefore
England's represent-atives, f rom the speaker tui the gallery reporter,
all wvas attention. It vas supposed that the irantitir of address
he had acquired iu pleading before juries and haranguing mobs,
would fail when applied to the unsympathetic ear of the British
Parliament. Lord Jeffrcys, a professional critie. stated that the
other men bers seemed taikiLg SChOOl boy talk when O'Connell sat,
*down. Lord Roebuek says ho wvas the flnest speaker ho ever
heard in the flouse of Cornmons. lus speech wvas purely extein-
pore. and ho bad ail the defects of that style, but ho attained the
pecuiliar success of those who can speak without preparation. Ris
words came from a nature in deadly earnest, and went right to
the hearts of bis hearers.

But it was among the native Ceits that O'Connell's, oratory
had its great effect. They looked tupon bim as one capable of
doingr what he said ho would do. Hie had borne the leading part
in carrving Catholic Emnancipation. No cioubt this wouid have
coine. to pass had O'Oonnell nover lived. Tlxe influence of wiso
statesmon anîd the eloquence of great orators were arrayed in its
favor. But the Irish Colts did not make such distinctions. Thoy
knew ho had denianded Catholie Ernincipation and had been
refused. Tbey know ho had said ho would compol its conce-ssion,
and in the end it was conceded to hiin. Andi whenever bis voice
wus heard they ettibraced every syllable. O'Conneil knew tho
Celtic nature and framned bis speech to suit it. When in bis


