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The Bishop's second objection is # that
the temperance seciety” (in its proposed
reformation of mom) “ begine with the con-
duei, while Christ begins with the heart.”
* Here then agai®f we may see that the
manner in which this new soclety
vice, and secks to establish virtee, is not
only without Christ. but is rather in hosti-
lity to his word, snd therefore we think
that Christians who understand this, can-

fed to seci the renewal of their hearts?|
(Wil the 3ishop lay down the principle,!
thar if a nan is unconverted and sinful, it!
matters ot whether he is intemperate or,
sober ? Loes he himself direct no effort in
the instriction of men, to any inferior puint
than the ronversion of their bearts? We
confesa owrselves astonishied at such an ob-
jectian w this.  God forbid that we should,
ever tegdh men, that the reformation of]
their gusvard conduct was all that is re-
quired o then.

der it & matter of no importance, Qurown
experiguce allows clearly that the Gospel
can preaail, only as these dreadful vices of

ferent €stheir externa! character, & consi-;

the parent of all crime, shall be totally Lu-
nished in one generation. Now it th
Boast could be made good by the succe s
anticipated, it would demonstrate what the
infidel has always been asserting, namely
that cliristianity is not ot God ; for the at -
plication of this human pledge of abst.-
nence would be found of absolute efficac
in rooting out what is called the werst «:
all the vices in one generation; whereat
the inotives presented by religion have pr:

But we cannot be indif-jlune it in cigliteen centuries.”

We are at a loss to perceive the force -
this objection. Of the speedy reformatici;
of the world promiscd by the temperanc.
socicty, we have no knowledge. To tha

not consistently esgage in it” If we un [P ar¢ removed ; and it is the christian’s

derstand this objection, i1s principle is,
that christians, beisg bound sccording to
tlre plan of the gospel tc urge upon all men
the conversion of tae heart, canno¢ consis-
tently attempt to pake the refizmation
myerely fiv the outward conduct of Yhen,—
Thiz objecticn would apply with equsi
force to the preacher and to the parent,
prahibiting in each relation, any attempt to
reform the conduct, or restrain the sins
merely, of those severally committed to
them. Does the Bishop act upon this
principle ? In regard to the temperance so-
ciety, the objection is particularly inappro-
priate. When it is considered that what-
ever removes the external vices of men,
removes just so many of the obstacles a pomt, a
which prevent the conversionof theirhearts: feel that T have done scmething.””  With
and that no vice is in its influence and ope- such a spirit we ste dlspO{ed to unite and
ration, a more universal and dreadful ob !0 €nCourage otliers to unite in the prome-!
stacle to the purifying of the heart than!tion of the temperance society, even con-|
intemperance, it will be seen that so furésxdered underAthe Iowe§t aspect o} the ad-
from the temperance society being “‘in hos-! vaniages ,ﬂ"“"}’g f{‘“_’“ it to {“ﬁ“§iifid~ i
tility to the word of Christ,” it is a most| Lhe Bishop's third objection is,  that if]
valuable and effectual instrument of pre- ‘the temperance society should succeed to;
paring its way to the heaits of men. And the_extent of’xts an_um?xanon,_n would be
this it is found to be the fact. The chris. |8 triumph to infidelity.”” This strange po-
tian, in promoting the plans of the tempe- [Sition he thus Hlustrates : —

rance society, is doing more than ke can| ‘“(God has sent his gospe! to bring men
do i almost any othet method to promote|to repentance and to virtve. It has been
the cause of the gospel, and to prepare for |in the world eightcen hundred years, and
the renovation of the hearts of men in ho- I yet there is not a single sin which dees not
liness, under its power. But if this were|continue to infest humanity. But the tem-
not the case, is the christian indeed for- perance society promises, by the contri-
bidden io seek er tc promote any otherivance of & written pledge given by men to

portany and.  hen €erii .says of Jom

direct application to the present subject.:
Newton’s remark ofhimsel“may be also well|
applied to the objection we are now coxsi-)
dering. ‘I see in this world two heaps of |
human happiness and misery ; now if Ij
take but the smallest bit frem one heap]
and add to the otter, I carry a point, and;

duty to Jabour fur their removal. If he can'direct attention.
be the insirument of changing the hearts of,
men, be may well be thankful. 1f'he can-}
not do this, let him thankfully do what he,
can taweeds recamplishing this inost n.: [v 1 the object? The church of Christs:. .

Thornton, ¢ his only question was ¢ may|scriptores throughout the woriti.
the miseries of maan in any measure be re-[christians have not done this heretafore, 1-
movedor alleviated 7’-—lie gives an accountjit wreng for any to undertake to do it now-
of the real feeling of a chiristian’s heart in| This scems to be the argument; that be-

sanguine prospect, it is hardly necessary 1.
But is it unwarrantab
for christians to attempt the moral refe:-
mation of men now, because the church
cighteen centuries, has not entirely effeci-

gpel and circulatedt e

.- @ 5ot op the
Because

cause others professing to act upon chri--
tian principles, have been defictent in elirie-
tian duty, it is impropet in us paw to -
tempt to excel them. Who is to blanw
that the gospel bas not fully eradicated s::.
in eighteen centuries? If the men wh

ihave professed it, why is it sinful for their

successors to go bevond them ? Thar th
church has been lamentably deficient i
duty and is stiil so, in regard tg the great
object of the teuperaace society, none wii:
more readily allow than we. But the du-
ty of others to stand still and see the worlc
ruined by vice, because the church ha«
chosen heretofore to do ity is & consequence
we shall hardly be led to draw frem this
admission. It infidelity is ever to trinmpi
it will not be under the reign of virtue and
temperance, but under the dominion and
propagation of that spirit, which by appo-
sing efforts against sin, is actually covering
the sin itself,

In conclusion, we t our sorrow thas
Bishop Haopkins should have felt willing <o
give the influence of his station and cha-

imprevement of men, because he is requir.{esach other, that the worst of all vices—~nay,

racter, in opposition to thé prosperous



